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« To namask folsehood, aad bring tnith to light" 
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TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN. 



IF other perscms had been so prudent as to have held their 
peace, this pamphlet had not been written. 

When Facts are misrepresented, it is needful to tell the 
Truth. 

When Priests attempt to be " Lords over God's heritage," 
they will generally be disgraced, and are sure to be detested. 

If there be a character more justly revered and beloved 
than another, it is a Minister of God, constantly and consci- 
entiously engaged in following the example, and obeying the 
precepts of his Lord« 

If there be a character more justly despised' and execrated 
than another, it is the Minister of Belial, wearing the mask 
And the garb of the Ambassador of Christ. 

When three or four individuals think they are warranted in 
attempting to domineer over 100,000 of their neighbours, they 
should not be surprised, if some one speak. 

When Misers strenuously recommend :Lo most lavish and 
useless expenditure, they must expect to 1)c derided. 
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iv. 
If my kidcs are felt, or my nails are driven home, thank 
yourselves, and bring to your recollection the language you 
have used respecting my master, my colleagues, and myself. 



RICHARD OASTLER. 



Fixby Hally November 30th, 1827. 
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VICARIAL TITHES 



THE new claims for Tithes, in the Parish of Halifox, which 
have recently been made by the Rev. C. Musgrave, the present 
Vicar, have caused a great sensation, not only in the Parish 
of Halifax, but also in the whole of the surrounding district, 
as well as in many distant parts of the kingdom. It has been 
several times suggested by those, who are engaged in opposing 
those claims, that a history of the whole proceedings should 
be laid before the public. 

This is rendered the more necessary, in consequence of the 
misrepresentations which have been industriously fulminated 
by the party, who have espoused the Vicar^s cause. They 
have represented the opponents of the Vicar, as being a 
disaffected set of " Radicals,^^ actuated by no other motive 
than a fixed hostility to the Church of England, and as having 
shewn by their proceedings, that they have resolved to plungo 
the Parish into a state of commotion and strife ; and in the 
end, to saddle the Parishioners with a most enormous Tax, 
merely to gratify their feeling of determined hatred to the 
Established Church. 

My object is not to convince the Vicar^s friends, that they 
have done injustice to their opponents, which I have no doubt 
would be altogether impossible. 

** CoDiriDce a man against bit wiU^ 
<< He's of the same opinion stiU." 

I intend to give a history of the whole proceedings, reserv- 
ing to myself the right to animadvert on such points as may 
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seem necessary, for the better understanding of the whole ; 
leaving it with every unbiassed person to judge, whether the 
Vicar^s friends, or the Vicar's exponents, are the authors of 
the ^^ confusion and strife/^ Let the public determine, which 
party are the true friends of Religion and the Church. 

In order that the subject may be the better understood, it 
becomes necessary to state, that the Parish of Halifax is about 
17 miles long from £. to W. and in some parts 11 miles 
broad from N. to S. 

The Parish Church is in the Town of Halifax : there are 
in the Parish two extra Parochial Chapels, and ten Chapels 
of Ease, of which the Vicar, for the time being, is Patron* 

There are 23 Townships in the Parish, of which 5 have (as 
it is at present understood) settled with the Vicar for ever, by 
giving allotments of Land under their Inclosure acts, in lieu 
of all claims for Tithes. 

In 1831, the Parish contained 93,0^0 Inhabitants, of whom 
12^628 were in the Township of Halifax. At present it is 
generally admitted, that the Populaticm of the whole Parish 
is 100,000. 

No former Vicar, from the endowment of the Vicarage in 
127^, has ever received the payment of those demands, which 
the present Vicar has made. It has been asserted by his 
friends^ that ^^ several of our former Vicars have thought^ that 
*^ the small Tithes were their property .^^ Hence the necessity 
to look back, and enquire ^' of our former Vicars,'* not only 
what were their ^^ thoughts j"* but, from their ach'on^, determine 
what were their deliberate and settled convictions. 

Dr. Wood, who was the predecessor of Dr. Coulthurst, has 
been often mentioned, as one of those Vicars, who ^' thought 
^ that the small Tithes were their property.'* 

He was informed, he had a right to some payments, which 
fhe foregoing Vicars had not claimed ; he laid his case before 
a Lawyer^ who gave him a favourable answer. He afterwards 
made an attempt to get the Parish into his way of thinking ; 
before he had made much stir, he took better advice, and, find- 
ing he had no right to the Tithes, contented himself with 
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vrhsii tras justly his dae, and, like a wise and a good man, he 
neither troubled himself nor his parishioners any more about 
the business. 

Dr. Coulthurst was presented to the Vicantge in 1790, he 
died in 1817, having been 27 years Vicar of this Parish. 
They, who had the privilege of knowing him, could never have 
anticipated that his name could by any possibility have been 
used in this Parish, but for the hallowed purpose of encou- 
raging others to deeds of charity and mercy. He was indeed 
a man ^^ full of good works and alms deeds,'^ '^ beautiful 
^were his feet npon the mountains;^' when he spoke, he 
brought good tidings to the poor, he lift up his voice, and 
published peace to the disconsolate ; his heart, his hands, his 
substance, were all consecrated to the service of his divine 
master ; he was '< a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost 0* 
his object was his people^s good ; he walked before his flock 
in the way of holiness ; he shewed them how to live ; he was 
the friend of the poor ; he lived for them ; those, who knew 
him, well remember how his bowels of compassion yearned 
over the sick, the needy, the afflicted ; they well remember how 
he was wont to deprive himself of the comforts of life, that 
he might have the heartfelt gratification of communicating them 
to others ; he felt, <<it is more blessed to give than to receive.'''* 
*< He was temperate in all his desires ; envy or malignity 
^' could find no residence in him : endowed by nature with the 
^' finest sensibilities, he had learnt to exercise the most abso- 
*^ lute self-controul and self-denial.^^ <^ Conciliation was the 
^^ grand excellence of his character. It is what his Parish- 
<^ ioners will long, very long, remember. Peacemaking was 
<< his greatest delight ; in this respect he may be said to have 
'< gone about doing good^ and evidencing how much he desir- 
« ed to be a child of God.'' It was his delight, '' to visit the 
<^ fatherless and widows in their affliction ;'' and his constant 
endeavour was, ^<to keep himself unspotted from the world.'* 
Thus was he, (to use his own expression,) << making his ark,'' 
or in other words, preparing to meet his God. " When the 
^<ear heard Atm, then it' blessed Aim; and when the eye saw 
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^ him, it gave witAess of Mm : beeanse he delivered the poor 
<^ that cried, and the fatherless, and him that had none to help 
*^ him. The blessing of him that was ready to perish, came 
^ upon him : and he caused the widow^s heart to sing for joy/^* 
His whole life was one continued act of mercy. Hallowed 
be his memory! Let the spot, where he is entombed, be con- 
secrated to Charity and Peace ! 

Such was Dr. Coulthurst ! He needed no marble to perpe* 
tuate his fame. His Parishioners, to prove their affection, 
and to record to succeeding ages their veneration for such a 
man, erected an elegant and beautiful monument to his me* 
mory, in the Parish Church. 

The inscription is in Latin, the following is the trans- 
lation: — 

(Christ. — ^^ Alpha and Omega.'''') 



HENRY WILLIAM COULTHURST, D. D. 

Descended from an ancient and respectable Family in Craven, 

formerly Scholar of St. John^s College, 

afterwards Fellow of Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge. 

As Tutor in his College, 

as Moderator in the Public Schools, 

he acquired among liis contemporaries ho common celebrity. 

For 27 years he was a most vigilant 

Vicar of this Church. 

His discourses (assiduously delivered not from this pulpit only, 

but in the several Chapels of this extensive Parish,) 

Were simple a:nd persuasive. 

As a Magistrate, he was the dispenser of equity and justice, 

without superciliousness or prepossession. 

In social intercourse^ pleasant, facetious, elegant, 

yet ever with a view to edification. 



• A few mopths efter he was appointed to the Vicarage, he sent £200, in one 
•um, to the Curate of Elland, requesting him to distribute it amongst the poor- 
est families in tiie neighbourhood. 
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As a servant to Christ, in words, in actions, in heart, 

devoted to his Lord. 

Thon^h temperate in 'diet, abstinent ih wine, 

he was removed by a stroke of apoplexy, 

sudden indeed, 

hut to a soni holy, tranquil and heaven-aspiring, not untimely, 

on the 1 1th day of December, A. D. 1817; in the 6^th 

year of his age. 

To Him, 

revered in life, in death lamented, 

his Halifax Parishioners 

raised by public subscription 

This Memorial. 

Ahd is it possible, that in nine short years after his decease, 
the name of Coulthurst should be used, to strengthen the 
hands of our present Vicar, in the unprecedented^ unjust^ 
and illegal demands he is now making against his parl^ion- 
ers ? Could no name in the long catalogue of Vicars, papitt 
or protestant, be found in six hundred years but Coulthurst^s, 
to rouse and animate the mercenary feelings of a successor ? 
Oh! Coulthurst, thou didst indeed ««/€ec? the flock of God,'* 
** not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind ;'' thou wert in- 
deed ^ gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient ;*' and now, 
from the grave, thou speakest, and thy language is, << Those 
<^ things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, 
<' and seen in me, do ; and the God of Peace shall be with 
« you." 

Had Dr. Coulthurst been one of those Pastors spoken of 
Isaiah Ivi. 10, " blind," « ignorant," « dumb," " sleeping," 
*' lying down, loving to slumber ;" had he been one of that 
number, ** who look to their own way, every one for his gain 
** from his quarter ;" had he been ** given to covetousness," 
or of those who << deal falsely ;" then indeed his name might 
have been introduced, to advance the interest of those Priests 
who " seek their own." Let shame and confusion cover 
those who dare thus prophane thy name and character; 

B 
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and let them call to mind, that, if they are in the " Priests' 
" office," " Woe be to the Shepherds of Israel, that do feed 
'^ themselves ! shoald not the shepherds feed the flock ? Y^b- 
<< eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill theok^ 
" that are fed : but ye feed not the flock." " Who is there^ 
** even among yon, that woald shut the doors for naught ^ 
'^ neither do you kindle a fire on my altar for naught. I hav» 
*' no pleasure in you, saith the Lord of Hosts, neither will E 
accept an offering at your hand." Let every covetous Vicar, 
who would attempt to extenuate his extortion by using the 
names of such men as Coulthurst, read, and tremble. ^^ Through 
** covetousness shall they, with feigned words^ make mer- 
"chandise of you. Whose judgment now of a long time 
'^ lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not." 

True it is, that, when Dr. Coulthurst had been Vicar of 
Halifax several years, he was informed by certain oflScious 
individuals, that, in their opinion, he had a right to the small 
tithes, and he took some pains to ascertain the truth. Whe- 
ther he satisfied himself, he had no legal claim, or, even if the 
quirks of the Law might be turned in his favour. Equity and 
•fusiice would not allow him to enforce the claim, I know 
not ; one thing however is quite certain, his ^^ thoughts" on 
the subject were very transient, and he resolved, whatever 
the advice of his -worldly-minded friends might be, he would 
not "destroy and scatter the sheep of the pasture," over 
which he had been appointed shepherd. — When he was asked 
a few years before his death, whether he ever intended to 
claim the small tithes, he replied to a friend of mine, " Never 
name that subject ; some persons have advised me to try 
the question, but they were not my friends, I shall never 
** seek after them ; you know that my income is small, I am 
" a poor Vicar, but I would rather die poor, and leave a 
*f good name, than rich, and be cursed by the poor." 
<* He was a man, take him for all in all, 
<< fFe shall not look upon his like agaia.'' 

On the lamented death of Dr. Coulthurst the vicarage of 
Halifax was presented to the Rev. Samuel Knight, M. A. 






He was an old man, when he entered on his vicarial daty ; he 
mm a native of Halifax ; he had already exercised his minis- 
terial duties in the town for nineteen years, as minister 
of Trinity Charcfa ; he was a man of strong mind, and soand 
judgment, and from his long acquaintance with the Parish, 
and his particular intimacy with Dr. Couithurst, it is qoiie 
certain, lie mnst have made himself master of the question of 
the small tithes, in all its hearings, long before he became 
Vicar; he was therefore not likely to be moved by the repre«- 
sentations and suppositions of any individuals, who might 
whisper in his ears, " the small tithes are your property." No 
tempting proposals of worldly gain could have allured him 
into the field against his parishioners, in the random specu- 
lation of an increased salary. No ; <^ he had a holy contempt 
for the world, and all its boast." This ^^ was a peculiar ex- 
** cellence of his character,^' '* while the crowning grace of his 
^< holy conversation was his humility. He was indeed the 
** servant of all.** But he was an honest man, and just. — 
Thoroughly acquainted, as he must have been, with every 
shadow of pretext for claiming the small tithes, if there had 
been one point on which he could have supposed it possi- 
ble any future Vicar could have honestly supported the 
claim, his duty to his successor would have compelled him 
to have made some intimation to the Parish, on a subject of 
such importance. I can readily admit, the Rev. Samuel 
Knight would rather have died a pauper, than have thrown 
the Parish into confusion and litigation, upon any doubtful 
question respecting the temporalities of the church, during 
his incumbency. *I feel persuaded, that he would have re- 
quired, 

« Proof as strong as Holy Writ,*' 

.before he would have scared his flock from their shepherd. 
But this I know of our late most excellent Vicar, that no 



* A person once said to Mr. Kniglit, ** do you never intend t9 look after the 
sHiaU titlies V* He replied, ** No, no. I shall never trouble myself about that 
subject ; I have resolved to live and die in peace ; I am not so much attached 
to money, as to risk the peace of the Parish in searching after it.'* 
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consideration could have induced him to- have bent one hair^s 
breadth, from the line of that justice, which was due to his 
successor ; and I feel persuaded, if he . had discovered, in 
the whole case, one grain of evidence, which in his mind ap- 
peared likely to give the Vicar a just claim to the small 
tithes, however careless he might have been about his own 
interest, his duty to his successor would have compelled him 
|o have publicly informed his parishioners, that, although he 
did not require the payment, he would claim the small tithes 
for his successor, so that neglectof duty might not afterwards 
be charged on him. Yet even those, who are most anxious 
to rake up the "thoughts" "of our former Vicars," to 
^strengthen the cau^e of the Rev. C. Musgrave, have not 
]>een able, as far as I have heard, to bring one ^^ thought" of 
Qur late worthy, highly esteemed, and justly revered, Vicar, 
• to establish a precedent. 

The Rev. S. Knight, M . A. died Jan. 7, 1827 ; he will long 
1)0 remembered in the Parish of Halifa^^; he was " an Israeli 
^^ ite indeed in whom was no guile." He studied for the 
good of his flock. He was a shepherd, " whose voice al- 
♦* lured" many a " careless wanderer" into the fold, " and 
<^ who^ watchful solicitude" was never wanting to keep them 
there. Never " did he, from the fear of man, or imy other 
^< motive, keep back any thing which was profitable for the 
^^fiock.'*'' He " earnestly contended for the faith ;" he served 
not for "filthy lucre," but "had respect unto the recom* 
" pence of the reward." He could say with truth to his 
people, *' So, . being affectionately desirous of you, I was 
^^ willing to have imparted unto you, not the Gospel of God 
<^ only, but also my own soul, because ye were dear unto 
** me." Mr. Knight was one of those, spoken of Jer. iii. 15, 
^ And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which 
^ shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.'^ 

After a long life of usefulness and peace, ^^ he died in the 
" faith ;*' " his works have followed him," and, though he 
always counted himself an unworthy servant of his Lord, his 
deeds of Qbarity, jus acts pf mercy, his contempt of worldly liQ^ 
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iiors,!bis deadmss to the channsof ^filUkjlucre^'^'* wiU not be 
forgotten in that day, vifhi&x ^^^yery one ^hall i^ceive .th9 
i< things, done in his body, ^ccordingto thathe ha^. done/^ . 

'* If e'er a ^ood Man lU'd, tww h^." 

His people erected no marble sculpture to. his memory: jbjat 
they^d more ; they raised a monumenit ^^ less seen, bnt mor^ 
(elt;'' they determined. to. adn^nister to tjie comforts of his 
|¥idow.* The Rev. S. Knight did not die rich ^of this 
^^ world, but BiCH in faith, and an heir of the kingdom/* 

A£ter haviijig been favoured with two such Vicars as CouU 
thnrst and Knight, it is no wonder, the parishioners felt 
much anxiety respecting a successor ; fe^rs wer^- entertained, 
lest the appointment might fall on one of those^< greedy dogs, 
^' which can never have enough,^^ instead of one, like their 
former Vicars, of each of whom it might justly be said, ^< Th^ 
^< law of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was not found in 
*^ his lips ; he walked with me in peace and equity, and did 
**turn many away from iniquity;" they strove not to be 
^< Lords over God^s heritage, but were ensamples to the flock,^* 
^< giving no offence in any thing," ^ but in all things approv* 
^< ing themselves, as the ministers of God." 

While the parishioners were in this state of anxiety, it was 
jBnnouncedy the Crown had appointed the Rev. Charles 
Mnsgrave, M. A. to the Vicarage of Halifax. The news was 
received with rapture ; his character for learning and piety, 
was known to many of the parishioners, and each one con- 
gratulated the other, when the new Vicar was spoken of. 
He read himself in, and preached his first sermon, at the 
Parish Church, on Sunday, April 1st, 1827, expectation was 
at its highest. pitch; the church was crowded ; and no one 



« Immediately after his death, his ooDgregation contributed j61000, to add 
to the comfort <;/ his respected widow. I am most happy also, in mentioolDgf 
an instance of liberality in our present Vicar, the ReT. d. Musgrave, towards 
4tfrs. Knight. — The dilapidations on the Vicarage premises amounted to a very 
considerable sum, and might have been legally claimed, from the executors of 
our late Vicar. Mr. Musgrave has most generously relinqaisbed that claim— 
lo bit Honour be it recorded* 
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^ heard his first address, without the strongest emotions of gnt- 

titode to God and love to the preacher. Mr. Masgrave pro- 
mised to be a worthy successor to oar former Vicars. He 
seemed at that time to have lost all attachment to earthly and 
Bublimary things : his whole soul seemed to be engaged in. 
the contemplation of the '^ Responsibility*' of his office v 
and it appeared as if an angel had indeed spoken to him, an<L 
said, << Go, stand and speak in the temple, to the people, all th» 
words of this life.*' The shepherd had now entered the pasture^ 
the flock heard his voice with gladness ; they knew not that 
it was the voice of a h***l*ng. It was an eventful period. — 
** The bane aii4 antidote were both before him*** 

'* Blessiogs sod curses fiUM ih* opposing scales." 

For some time the Vicar retired to Whitkirk, (of which 
parish he is also Vicar). Whether he was engaged there in 
the spiritaal affairs of his flock, I cannot tell ; that he availed 
himself of the season of retirement, to search deeply after the 
Rights and Interests of the Vicar of Halifax, the following 
Letter will abundantly testify : 

Siry 

Since my appointment to the Vicarage of Halifax^ 

it has been my endeavour to inform myself^ as correctly as 

possible^ of the Rights and Interests of the Living, I have 

laid the result of my Enquiries before the highest legal Autho' 

rities in London ; and, being now in possession of their opi' 

nfon, I am desirous to avail myself of the earliest opportunity 

to communicate with the principal Proprietors in my Parish^ 

and to submit the case with all candor to their kind Considera^ 

tion. With this view I purpose requesting the attendance of a 

few Gentlemen^ at the Vicarage^ on Monday ^ the \Qth instant^ 

at eleven o'' clock in the forenoon / when^ if you can make it 

tonvenient to meet me, you will greatly oblige 

, Yours y 

Sir, 

very respectfully, 

CHARLES MUSGRAFE. 

Vicarage, Halifax, Sept, 1st, 1827. 
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The foregoiDg letter was forwarded to many of the most re- 
spectable persons in different parts of the Parish, and on Men* 
day, the 10th of September, the first Meeting on this subject was 
held, by adjournment from the Vicarage, at the Parish Charch^ 
John Waterhonse, Esquire, was in the Chair : the commnni- 
cation from the Vicar was read; bat,' as there were only 
aboat 20 persons present, it was thought adviseable not to 
come to any resolutions on a subject of such importance; 
the meeting was accordingly adjourned to the Monday follow- 
ing, and the Chairman was requested to inform the Church- 
wardens of all the Townships of what had passed, and request 
a deputation might be sent from each Chapelry, to attend 
a second Meeting. The Chairman accordingly forwarded the 
following Circular, to each of the Churchwardens : — 

Halifax J \Oih September^ 1827. 

At a Meeting held at the Parish Church this Mornings 
for the purpose of receiving a Communication from the Vicar 
on the Subject of Tythes, at which about twenty Gentlemen 
from various parts of the Parish were present^ it has been 
proposed^ for the purpose of giving greater Publicity to the 
Grounds upon which the Vicar rests his Claims^ that a Depu* 
tation from each Chapelry should be named to attend a second 
Meeting, to be held at the Parish Church, on Monday Morning 
next, AT TEN o^CLOCK PRECISELY, wheu the Same Communicek" 
Hon will be repeated. 

You are therefore requested to appoint suoh Deputation 
from your Chapelry to attend accordingly. 

JOHN WATERHOUSE, Chairman. 

On the receipt of this Letter, the Churchwardens caused re- 
gular notices to be given, that Town's Meetings should be held, 
for the purpose of appointing Deputations to attend the Meet- 
ing at Halifax, to know from the Vicar, what communications 
he had to make to the Parish : they were appointed : and on 
li^onday, the 17th of September, the first Meeting of the 



aulhorized Repr439entlttiv6^ of the Parish was held in thd 
Parish Church; John Walerhonifie^ Esqaife, was n^in called 
to the ClAif. The Vicar was attended by his Brother- th^ 
Professor, his Solicitor Mr. J« B. Norris^ and several friends.^ 
The y i6ar^s case^ and the opinions of Counsel thereon, were 
iead: after sdme desultory conversation the Vicar and 
Professor withdrew^ to give the Delegates, as it was supposed j 
an opportunity of discussing the subject with more freedom. 

It was^ however very evident, the Vicar's Solicitor con- 
ceived it necessary, if possible, to stifle enquiry; it wad 
truly ridiculous to witness- his attempts to extinguish the feeKi 
iBg of the Parish of Halifax, by his Stentorian vociferations 
of Chair! Chair! the moment a word was spoken by any^ 
Delegate, which conveyed the slightest wish fbr infornm*' 
tion; or, if the most distant allusion were made to re* 
sistance. Chair ! ! Chair ! ! resounded from the lips of the 
Solicitor. << I did never know so full a voice issue from so 
<< *m*t* a heart t but the saying is true^ — the empty vessel 
<< makes the greatest sound/^ 

At length, after many attempts by other persons, I 
isiioceeded in obtaining the Ear of the Chairman, and asked 
for a list of the Vicar's Claims against the Parish* The 
Chairman, after communicating, with the Vicar's Solicitor^ 
replied, <^the Vicar was quite willing to give the list^ 
<< but. his Law Agent advised him to withhold iV^ I then 
remarked, it was very odd the Vicar should request the. 
Parish to send Delegates to Halifax, for no other reason than 
to hear his communications ; and, after every Township had 
deputed Its Representatives, and those Representatives were 
assembled at the express request of the Vicar^ and at much 
personal inoonveni^ice to themselves, he after all this att^- 
tion and trouble should turn round upon us, and say, 
<^ I will not tell you what my Claim i^ainst you is ; I' 
<<have read yoa my cases and opinions; if you want' to' 
<^know; what they refer to, and how yon ore interested in* 
[^ them, I can only tell yoU' upon that point, my Lawyer- 
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** bids me keep you in (he dark." Mr. Mitcliell said " he 
*< thought the Vicar^s cohdaet was lair and candid to an ex- 
^' treme, and there was no Delegate there, who coald not 
"give every necessary information to his Town, on the subject 
"of the Vicar's Claims." 1 answered, " I was certainly 
^' not able to inform my Townsmen, from what I had already 
" heard. The refusal of a list of the Claims was calcula^ 
<^ to excite very strong suspicion, and to produce a feeling of 
<^ hostility, which wouM be calculated in the end to injure 
"the Vicar in more ways than one; I should never advise 
** Fixby to agree to any proposal, until a specific list of the 
'* Vicar's Claims was delivered lo me." Mr. Norris observed, 
" we do not expect the Township to agree." ** Oh then I 
" am mistaken in the Vicar^s intentions ! < I replied,' I 
" Ihhded it was his wish to meet the Parish fairly, and discuss 
" the business with candour, but now I find you are your- 
^^ ^Ives perfectly aware your demands are so very unreason- 
"Able, that they never can be complied with." Mr. Norris 
then said, " yoii know veiry well Mr. Oastler, it is never 
^* dsukl to give in the Claims of the Plaintiff." I answered, 
**|It seems, Mr. Norris, you*^ are already assuming we 
" must haviB a law suit, I was in hopes the business might 
** have been settled otherwise ; but, as you will call the Vicar 
** a Plaintiff, I am sure, sis far as my experience goes, it is 
«* very common before the Plaintiff sues, to inform the De- 
** fendant what he is going io sue for. It certainly appears 
. **fo me your intention was io have put a trick upon the 
'^parishioners, and, under semblance of candour, to have 
<^ soothed all suspicion, and have persuaded them to agree to 
^< they knew not what ; complaint and resistance, would then 
" have been unavailing. Fair dealing is always the best ; and 
^* certainly the Vicar will be suspected, if he refuse to 
'^ give us a list of his claims." Mr. Norris answered (with 
apparent surprise)," "Oh! its only a list of the claims yoii 
<^ wanjt, is it ? I thought you asked for a copy of the case, 
" and opinion^." I answered, " 1 never wished for any thing 
" but a specific List of the Claims, which the Vicar is libw 
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** making against the parishioners, and no one could 
"ever sappose the Vicar would give ns the case, and 
" opinions/' Mr. Norris sai4# " If you chnse to write them, I 
*' will dictate them to yoa." I was then famished with pen 
ink and paper, and wrote down, as Mr. Norris dictated, the 
following list of Claims, which the Vicar of Halifax has 
made against his parishioners : — 

£aster Offerings, — Surplice and other Fees, — Mortuaries, 
— Milk or Cows, (every 10th Day's Milk,) — Agistment, — 
Foals, — Calves, — Pigs, — Poultry or Eggs, — Pigeons if sold, 
— Potatoes, — Turnips, — Gardens, — Herbs, — Small Seeds, — 
Rape, — Flax, — Hemp, — Fruits of Trees, — Bees, Honey, and 
Wax, — Corn Mills, — and all other Small Tithes. 

I then read over the list to Mr. Norris^ and he said it was 
correct ; several other persons also wrote as Mr. Norris dic- 
tated, and the copies all corresponded. I then asked Mr^ 
Norris to explain the meaning of certain terms, particularly 
** small seeds ;" and I wished to know, whether the Vicar 
onJy intended to claim a tenth of the cattle, pigs, &c. bred 
in the Parish, or a tenth also of all cattle bought and kept 
by the Parishioners. Mr. Norris replied, **I shall give no 
^^ more information, or explanation ; you must of course con- 
" suit your own solicitor on that subject." 

After a good deal of conversation about printing the list of 
Claims, the propriety of taking CouosePs opinion for the 
Parish, &c. it was resolved, " That the Delegates should 
^< return home, and inform their Townships of what had 
<^ passed, and request each Township to send three Delegates 
<^ to a Meeting, to be held in the Magistrates' Office Halifax, 
** on Wednesday the 26th of September^ with authority to 
^' say, whether their Townships would be disposed to resist 
*^the new Claims of the Vicar, or would consent to take 
<^ Counsel's opinion on the subject." The Chairman left 
the Chair, and the Meeting was dissolved. 

It was quite evident, the management of the Parish 
was on this occasion delivered up into the hands of Mr* 
Norris, who, although he is confessedly highly respectable in 
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his profession, for once in liis life committed an error, in not 
being sufficiently acquainted with tlie mettle of the Parishion- 
ers : he well knew they were all disposed to do their utmost 
for the Vicar, and would make great sacrifices to support the 
interests of the Church of England, and no doubt calculated 
they would be very easily entrapped by the apparently plausible 
and candid statement of the Vicar ; the fact proved otherwise, 
apd Mr. Norris was disappointed, just like the man in the 
fable: 

^ The man, that once did sell the Lioo'i skioi 

'« While the beast li? >d, wae kill'd with huntiDg: him.'' 

Nothing could be more apparent, than that the chains had 
been ready forged; the Parish was expected tamely and 
blindly to submit to the rivetting, and the clenching-nail was 
pat into the hands of Mr. Norris : fortunately the materials 
and the workmanship were bad with repeated driving, it broke 
to atoms, and the Parish by mere good fortune was preserved 
from ruin. At that time, the Delegates were not aware of 
the subtle cunning of their enemies; every thing had the 
appearance of fairness, and the game would have gone on 
very smoothly but for the blusteryig impatience of the Solici- 
tor ; and the Parish would most likely have fallen into the 
snare. The disappointment of the Party was inconceivable, 
when the rivetting-nail would not drive: that part of the trick 
had been trusted into the most skilful hands ; but what could 
he do? the metal was bad: he certainly had bestowed great 
pains upon the manufacturing, and no man could be more 
active in the driving department. — Fate seemed however, on 
this occasion, to iiave decided against the Solicitor, and the 
Vicar. — It was indeed most laughable to see the Solicitor, 
before the whole Parish of Halifax, ^^ headed, (as they will 
have it,) by Squire ThomhilPs Agent," evidently expecting, 
the Thomhills, and all the ancient and highly respectable 
families in the Parish, would be ^^ humbugged*^ by the Vicar^s 
statement, and cringe and succumb to the newly appointed 
Vicar, and his Solicitor. They dreamed indeed on success, 
but now, since 
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^ Their aiery building in tbeir aier; QfKl'^ 
hod crumbled into rain, they fS^lt. 

« Tboy, that stand high, liave many blasts to shake them ; 
** And y if they fall, they dash theinseives io pieces.'*' 

In the afternoon of this day, a report was circulated, that 
the Vicar did not wish to disturb the Parish on the sub- 
ject of the Small Tithes, and would be satisfied, if the 
living were augmented to £1500 a year (the annual income 
of the late Vicar was supposed tQ have been about £750), 
leaving the question of right to the Small Tithes, as he found' 
it. This report was communicated to several of the 
Delegates, and it was thought advisable to see the Vicar on 
the subject. The Delegates from Rastrick and Fixby called 
at the Vicarage, and, after some time, were introdtuced to the 
Vicar. We had a long conversation with him on. the 
subject ; we stated, << Such a rumour was circulated ; we 

• . • • • * • 

'^ were extremely anxious to avoid a l^al war between the 
^' Vicar and his parishioners ; and . if it were true that he 
^< would be satisfied with £1500 per annum, we would use our 
^< best exertions to persuade the parish to raise that sum, pro- 
<< vided he would givie up his new claims, on the ground^ that 
<< all the proceedings on the subject should be at an end with- 

• • - - 

<'out prejudice to the parish or his successor.^^ In the 
former part of the interview the Vicar declared, ** He could 
'^ listen to no proposition, which did not recognise his claims: 
^< he assured us he had not called the Parish together, without 
'< having the opinion of the very highest Law authorities in 
^* his favour : aiid now, since he' had taken his stand before 
'^ his parishioners, he would not insnlt.them by withdrawing 
'* his claims, which would be like a f acit acknowledgement 
<< that he hiad called them together without just reason : and 
"he would never consent tb receive a gratuity from his 
"parishioners. Those, who knew him, would bear him wit- 
"ness that on no consideration would he place himself before 
" his parishioners, in form& pauperis ; he liiad considered the 
" matter in all its bearings ; he was resolved to proceed at 
'^ all costs, and all inconveniencies. If his claims were ac- 
" knowledged, he would be as reasonable as the most reason. 
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'*<«ble.niaiiiitt tbe. parish co!\ld> wifbtUm, J^ ^IfiOO-ikyeac- 
<<^xwattld;oertaialj;,he t^e anallest sum he sfccHild tlanki of' 
-^^ rtaking*. Tha raster, would, he easiJj^ arranged -■ and ' settled^ . 
*^iif .the paxish. waxe to take the < opilnion; of: some ^ eminent' 
^^ Lawyers* By making a reasonable composition-; witb him^ . 
^mwas vexy.prohjabla hif socoeasorawaald/he ivtdooed to> be 
c< xea^onyahie . hexeafiecJ' Ha JKiwe¥eri partteakurly.speciftody . 
<<^.Qanldaiotibindins an^oesaoirw^* He^d^ *<<The. CioUegey. 
^^ of which he was lately a Fello^, andc under rwhieh. he. no^r 
^^iield patiao^,. aiidioCmshieh'liis.BiCQiheE wBfi;BliX8erf hbd 
^Ualely lecoEored/ tilbee., woxth.^SOQQi a yeaci aod han 
*^ abcttkly if lie. sm^and auceeedad^ reoox^er doi^bl^ co^ta, Aellt f 
Ha..tolfi4 na . '< RrheB. he^^ irwiV ta .. WhilUdc, , he« > annngftd 
^^ with hia. patishioneca ^wltiioat i tipnble^— he -,bellev;edc .th^y 
^^jnere.alii contend; he^had.* npt. heard.iof i&. s^igle. com- 
^< plaint; the Rev. J. A.. Rhodes, who had. considerable 
*<pnQ|MHdty i]i..tl^.pariah,> was. perfisotlyvealiHfied.; his: Brother 
^was intimately acquainted with Mr. Thomhill^ aad> he 
^^jMd-no.dqnbt.he could explain, the 3il^ec( to;.Mc. Thorn- 
^^ hilPs satisfaction, &c.^^ We assured him, <^if he.would.take 
^^£1500 a year, and M the question; of right to ,the tithes re- 
^^main as he found .it, we.>woqld. use our best. exertions, to 
^^ persuade tha.To|fnshipato.takethf» collectiouiof the.Easter 
*' OfferiQgaf^and.fa^m.them at^uch a sum.as would make the 
^'living JCldOO, a jear^ buit. it wa8:X>ur.(Opinion;;thei pariah 
<^ would never make any arrangement on the basis lie > pro- 
^ posed.'' I icdd hu%. <^ he. might as^we himself Mr., Thom- 
^hill would, not ..be. very, easily persuaded to part with liia 
^'pt^pertyiy and^iveup his:right&tolhe.yicar.?^ ' After rea- 
soning upon the subject at considerable length we parted ; 
before we Jeft,. he wished. us .to. understand, ^<the answer he 
^^ hadgivea wa8.not to be con^dered positive.^' The particu- 
lars of this interview ..were then.commnnicated.to as many 
Dei^;Bte%. as could ,be founds ini.Hdifax, . in order that they 
mi^i.infurm their different Townships,., and he prqiared witk 
Resolutions on the subject aiihe next. public. Meeting. 
Tovn?s .Meetings, were accordingly Jield^ and Delegates . 
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appointed with such instrnctions, as were most approved by 
the different Towns. On Wednesday Morning the 26th of 
September 1827, at 10 o^clock, the Delegates met in the 
Magistrates^ Room ; Colonel Dearden was unanimously called 
to the Chair. 

The Proceedings of this Meeting were published in the 
Leeds Mercury of 29th September, from which Paper, as 
well as from notes taken at the time, I extract the followii^g 
statement of the Proceedings. 

The Chairman having shortly stated the object of their 
meeting, the names of the Townships were called over in the 
following order, with the names of the delegates for each : — 

£rrin6den, Messrs. HoUingworth, Foster, and Ingham. 

FiXBY, Messrs. Oastler, Waterhouse, and Garside. 

Halifax, Messrs. Christopher Rawson, J. Waterhouse, 
and W. J. Norris. 

Heptonstall, Messrs. Greenwood, Jagger, and Shackel- 
ton. 

HiPPERHOLME with Brighouse, Mcssrs. Brook, Stocks, 
and Rolnnson. 

Langfield, Messrs. Ingham, Sutclifie, and Lord. 

MiDGLEY, Messrs. Fawcett, and Aked. 
- Norland, Messrs. Tray, Binns, and Ingham. 

Nqrtuowram, Messrs. Pollard, Killish, and Dean. 

Rastrick, Messrs. Greenwood, Pitchforth, and Schole- 
field. 

Shelf, Messrs. Lister, Woodhead, andBenn. 

Skircoat, Messrs. £dwards, Sntcliffe, and Goodall. 

SouTuowRAM, Messrs. Freeman, Lister, and Wadding- 
ton. 

SowERBY, Messrs. Jackson, Foster, and Sutclifie. 

Wads WORTH, Messrs. Foster, Appleyard, and Thomas. 

Warley, Messrs. Turner, Milne, and Swallow. 

The Townships of Barkisland, EUand, Ovenden, Stain- 
land, and Stansfield, having satisfied all vicarial tithes by al- 
lotments of land, had no interest in the question, and of course 
sent no delegates. The only townships inteir^ted, from 
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which there were no delegates, were Rishworth and Soyland. 
The meeting having proceeded to business, 

J. Waterhouse, Esq. stated, that, though he and his two 
colieagaes had answered to their names, as delegates from the 
township of Halifax, he did not think they were empowered 
to acf in that capacity. So little did the inhabitants of the 
township of Halifax feel interested in the business, that the 
meeting held at the Parish Church on Sunday evening, for 
the purpose of appointing delegates, did not consist of more 
than four or five persons ; he should therefore merely express 
his own individual sentiments. He did not mean to give any 
opinion as to the legality of the claims now set up by the 
y icar ; it was a subject on which he was not prepared to 
give any opinion. He would only observe, if the former 
Vicars bad through negligence suffered their rights to be im- 
paired, the present Vicar was not to be blamed if he endea- 
voured to restore them; he was convinced that Gentle- 
man would agree to the most moderate terms of accommo- 
dation. He (Mr. W.) did not himself mean to suggest any 
thing to bind the township ; but, as an individual, he thought 
the best way would be — having taken counsePs opinion as to 
the validity of these claims — to endeavour to come to some 
amicable arrangement with the Vicar; and he trusted 
whatever was done, would be done in perfect good temper. 
He said he thought it was not worth any persons^ while 
to interfere in the affair, for he saw no danger whatever 
to be apprehended by admitting the claims— at present he 
paid 21s. a year to the Vicar, and he firmly believedj if 
the Vicar were to exact all his claims most rigorously, he 
would get no more from him. Having no interest in the bu- 
siness, he wished to guide no one, but simply use his own 
judgment and be passive. 

Christopher Rawson, Esq. — What Mr. Waterhouse has 
said respecting the meeting held in the Parish Church last 
Sunday is quite true ; we can scarcely be called delegates for 
Halifax* I am unable to account for the apathy of my towns- 
men on this subject; feeling it to be a question of immense 
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kupvrtkBcei I am Md^rmintd^ ff no other iti&n in fi^tifak tdll 
oppose the VicaE, I will to the ntmost 6f ^iny kbilHj. I ^kin- 
•mder ft « Hira^reoe to the town, to eland b^tfter in siich a 
tkmse. i decidedly disappMve of keMag Cbkni^^ OFpinkte, 
>er of nsking any eomproinise. -Fh^ beet w^y is to set iMir 
^fcoes agadHift^e thi^g^ko^ther. We ^ffl hav« teifcfa 0)9- 
•f^ition Atim someqUiiHeite — bat I have ho dbnbt we shall be 
Arm ; if I stand alone in Halifeix, I wiH t^ppoise to the hdst. 
I hope however the Halifalk people will eee the folly aikd 
dangeridf Bianding aloof^ «ad thM We sh^lL, aftler allj hatle <^a 
iong pall, a Btimiig pall, and a poll altogM'er.^^ 

At this period maeh of this disctt^ioh took place iii isb cbJk- 
Telrsationai a style, iistb render it ext^ktaely difficult to itM^ 
to tmteh individual his owii proper share in it— ^ difflfettlty 
which Was occasicmatly mndh increased by half a dozi^n j)^r- 
Btins speaking ttt ohce. Setting kside however this i^li^t 
ddpartai^ f^ote ti^ttl^Hty-, I iieveir ^aw a meeting coiidhlH^ 
with more decimim ; and, bii bo teiider a subject, with sb fnudb 
good temper. 

The Oil AIRMAN stat^ the Ymt had kken fb^ tjrpinimis 

of two emiit€tatt eOunsel, Mf. Bell and Mr. Pdrk&, tcAd 

ttitme opinions i^mA to b^ i& favbiiir 6i the clkitiis iibvr 'Sk 
up. 

Mr. RichahO OAStLKR smd, the towhsMp nHhridi he 
represented had unanimously directed htm ib vtaik to this 
meeting, that it was their d^tentiination to consult ^o lawyer 
nHiether they were liable to pay the V ic^r^s new chtfttm. tbi^f 
had every man a ^i^ase and an misw'er td it in hts own boMid. 
The case was^ *< since Fixby was a town^lpv no Sttcb pay- 
ments have been made ; — since Halifax was a V icara^, till 
BOW, they have never been demanded.^' The answer is, *' W^ 
don^t owe the Vicar this money, and conseqi^tly We wiA 
not pay it.^^ It was therefore pi^rfectly uiinaoes^mry to aisk a 
Lawyer^ whether they olight to pay or libt. They woikld 
take no authority on this subject less than the highest Cbuft 
of Law. And he believed when thb parishioners had duly 
considered the enormous amount of the new claims mad^ 
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by- the Vicar; even if the case admitted of doubt in point of 
law, they would think, with the inhabitants of Fixby, the 
stake was too greal, and the subject of too much importano<» 
to be decided by the opinion of any counsel, however emi- 
nent, whose judgment must also necessarily be determined by 
the materials laid before him. The claims now pr^fejrred by 
the Vicar were of immense importance to the parish. H^ 
would mention a single instance^ — ^the tithe on milk. He 
spoke advisedly on the subject, for he had taken great pains 
in his calculation : that tithe alone, if rigorously collected 
through the parish, would yield £15,000 perannum/^ After 
enumerating several of the items in the new claims, Mr. 
Oastler observed, *' Those who had sent him there were 
grieved that the Vicar^s Solicitor had been so very reluctant 
to famish a list of the Vicar^s claims, and absolutely refused 
to give any explanation whatever respecting them — ^for in- 
stance, it was impossible to know what the Vicar might uh- 
derstand by the term ^* small seeds ;^^ we understood what was 
meant by << every tenth day^s milk,^^ throughout the parish^ 
and we had a shrewd guess what the Vicar meant by ^' agist* 
ment,*^ — ^but there would be no end to this <^ small seeds** 
tithe ; our meadows and our corn fields might, by the learned 
in the law, be condemned, if they have ** small seeds^^ in them* 
There are several other items, which I cannot understand 
without further information, and it has been refused. But 
tiiere is enough which is clear to enable me to ascertain 
these new claims will be a most fearful impost. I have (con- 
tinued Mr. O.) taken some pains to ascertain the amount, and 
I am sure I do not exaggerate when I roenticm the sum of 
S35fl00 to £40,000 per annum.'' 
' J. WiiTERHOUSE, Esq. — <* I make them £12,000.'* 

Mr. Oastler resumed — '* I affirm that in my opinion, and I 
have taken much pains to ascertain the amount, and shall be 
willing to stake my character in the parish as a judge in these 
matters upon my accuracy — the tithes now claimed for 
ihe first time by the Vicar would, if strictly collected through 
the parish, produce a sum of not less than from £35.000 to 

D 
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£40,000 a year. It is of coarse impossible to think for a 
moment of admitting new claims of so fearful a magnitude, 
on the opinion of any comisel whatever. No one is mote 
leady than myself to admit the propriety of giving oar Vicar 
an adequate rev^iae, bat this, I am persuaded, may be effect- 
ed by a better collection of his old established does. The 
township which I represent, participating in this feeling, 
came to the resolution to offer the new Vicar twice as much 
per annam on the caster offerings as the late Vicar receivefi 
from the township, provided he will drop his new claims. — 
If, however, he should unfortunately persist in his new 
claims, we have determined not to pay him except through 
the hands of our lawyer — and we are resolved to oppose him 
while we have a shilling left in the township.'^ 

Mr. W. J. NoRRis: — <' I am sure the Vicar does not wisA 
to receive, and will not receive, a shilling to which the law 
does not entitle him, and, provided his claims are ad- 
mitted, he will he satisfied with the most moderate compen- 
sation ; but that he cannot receive an augmentation of his 
income in the form which has been just stated. The state- 
m^it which has be^i made of the amount of the claims is 
gprossly overrated, and I am sure the Vicar would be 
very glad to take an hundred for every thousand which has 
been mentioned. I am very desirous the matter should 
be put into an amicable way of adjustment.** 

Mr. Oastler — <* My statement respecting the new tithes is 
before the parish, and I am willing to be judged by it, — if the 
amount is not much more than I have stated I am very much 
surprised. Respecting the Vicar^s present moderate views 
on the subject I can speak from authority as well as Mr. N. 
After our last meeting in the church, I heard the Vicar 
would be satisfied with £1500 a year. Having an earnest 
desire the subject should be settled without a legal war 
between the Vicar and his parishioners, the Rastrick and 
Fixby delegates waited upon the Vicar to ask him if he would 
be satisfied with £1500, — he gave us reason to believe he 
would, if the parish would admit the legality and justice of 
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his new olaiaos : — indeed he declared with the almost candout 
and good hamonr^ if the claims were admitted, he would 
make that kind of arrangement with his parish which the most 
reasonable man in the parish could desire. The admlssicm 
of the claims is impossible, and npon this rock we split. The 
resolntion we have come to in oar township woald, we are 
informed, if followed op by the parish, raise the sam of 
£1600 a year. The Vicar, in the early part of the conversa* 
tion we had with him, declared '< I have called the parish 
together, and laid my claims before the parishioners^ I am 
determined at all cost and at all inconveniences to maintain 
them.^^ To this declaration (continaed Mr. Oastler) I as 
frankly replied, we were eqaally determined, at all cost 
and at inconveniences, to resist them ; and, ^ I added,* 
should there be a hundred lawsuits, I sincerely hoped 
BO personal feeling of animosity would ever exist between the 
Vicar and his parishioners. The Vicar said, <' If the 
Parish took the opinion of Counsel, and the opinion should 
be that these things which he claimed were his due, then no 
reasonable man would refuse to admit his claims*^^ I assured 
him, even on this supposition, I should resist-7-for no 
lawyer could ever make me believe it was just and equitable. 
If such a demand was to be substantiated on the strength of old 
laws, — and these claims, which had avowedly been buried for 
many centuries, are, after the lapse of so many hundred years, to 
be raised from their graves, in the name of common honesty 
you should take them with their old incumbrances, the main- 
tenance of the poor, the building of churches, &c. ; and, if you 
will do this, you will most likely leave us where you found us. 
He added, ^' You are not aware what the legislature had been 
doing for the clergy in the mean time.^^ I replied, <^ I was 
fully aware of it, but I never could believe, the new law 
could be even legally intended to affect these tithes, which had 
then no existence, but were all the time laid silent in their 
graves ; but, if the law can be so twitched as to answer your 
purpose, I am sure that justice and equity never can ; — on 
these grounds I shall continue to oppose.'' I ought to add, 
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the Vicar declared his determination to keep his temper, and 
expressed a hope that the parishioners would do the same ; 
I sincerely hope we shall all prove to him we have 
also determined to be good-natared. We were all much 
pleased with Mr. Mnsgrave^s good-natured way of talking 
abont the business ; for ray own part, I am extremely sorry to 
differ In opinion with him; — I esteem him very highly for his 
learning and his piety; — I believe there is no man living 
more deserving of his preferment than the present Vicar of 
Halifax/^ Mr. Oastler concluded with reading the resolu- 
tion of the Fixby township. 

Mr. W. J. NoRRis said, he was surprised at the perfect 
indifference with which the subject appeared to be viewed in 
the town of Halifax ; he should, under the circumstances 
which had been stated by Mr. Waterhouse, merely give his 
opinion as an individual, and he must say he thought it 
was the greatest farce to pretend any alarm at the claims pre- 
ferred by the Vicar ; which, if found to be legal, ought to be 
allowed : he did not approve of the idea of sending their 
Vicar round the parish as a pauper. 

The Delegates were then called upon to state the deter- 
mination of their respective townships, when 

Mr. Oastler said it was proper for him to add, the 
Vicar, before he left him, said, as the matter had been placed 
in a new point of view, he begged to be considered as not 
giving a positive answer. 

The call of the different townships was then proceeded in. 

Mr. David Oliver, delegate for Erringden, stated his 
township had come to the determination of opposing the new 
claims of the Vicar. 

Mr. John Brook, delegate for Hipperholme, stated 
bis township was determined to oppose the new claims; and 
they would ^ther do it separately, or join the rest of the 
parish in o^iposing them. 

Mr. SuTCLiFFE, of Langfield, stated his township had 
resolved to oppose the new claims. 

Mr. Fawcett, of Ewood Hall, said the township which he 
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represented (Midgley) had determined to have the opinion of 
an eminent connael, taken on an impartial case to be drawn 
np» He was so far from feeling any animosity towards the 
Vicar, that he should be very glad 'if the propositicm of Mr. 
Oastier could be adopted, and he had no doubt but his town- 
ship would concur in the measure, though he had not theii^ 
authority to say so. He should be very sorry to have any 
litigation, if it could possibly be avoided. He concluded 
with stating, that all he was authorised to say to the meeting 
was, the case should be submitted to counsel. 
- Mr. George Binns, who represented Norland, said, 
his township was resolved to oppose all the new claims of the 
Vicar. 

Mr. PoLLiRD, for the township of Northowram, said, there 
was a considerable majority, who were for opposing the various 
new claims of the Vicar; and it was determined to oppose 
them, unless he could make out a more satisfactory case. It 
was resolved to join the township of Shelf in their opposition. 

Mr. Greenwood, delegate for Rastrick, said his town- 
ship had come to the resolution adopted at Fixby, to pro- 
pose to double the payment forester Offerings, and to resist 
to their last shilling all attempts to enforce the new claims. 

Captain Lister, delegate for Shelf, stated his town- 
ship was determined to resist the new claims, as sent forth by 
the Vicar. This gentleman said there was no founda- 
tion in law for the claims which had been set up on the part of 
the Vicar. The Rectory had formerly belonged to the Mon- 
astery of St. Lewis, and the small tithes had never been 
granted to the Vicar. It was admitted he had not re- 
ceived them for the last ^ve hundred years. There were 
many parts of the Vicar^s revenue, he would instance that of 
demanding three pence a year from each communicant, found- 
ed entirely on custom. Now, if long-continued custom was 
to be of force to determine what he ought to receive, it was 
but fair that the same custom should determine what he was not 
entitledt o have. A former Vicar, (Dr. Wood), upon coming 
to the Vicarage, thought with the present Vicar, that he had 
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ceived a favourable aaswer, and made a stir as if he would 
comnenoe a soit to reoover th^n. After some time, continiied 
Mn Lister, I met with him at dinner, and said,— ^ Well, Dr. 
Wood, why did yoa not proceed in your snit f'' He satd-^ 
^ I fonnd I had no right to the tithes, and if I had pro- 
eeeded I should have grained nothing but exfensoj ill will, and 
vexation*'^ Mr. Lister also suggested that by a better mode 
of csollecUng the acknowledged dues of the Vicarage, the in- 
come might be materially increased. 

Mr. €k>ODALL, delegate for Skircoat, entered into a cal- 
culation, to show the present vicarial dues, if properly 
collected, would yield a revenue of £1,500 per annum. Ho 
•aid the Vicar told him, he had a right, under the head 
*< Com Mills,^^ to <n)e-tenth part ol the net profits, (after de- 
ducting rent, wages, &c.) upon all the com ground at tho 
mills, as well on the com grown out of the parish as that 
grown in it. This, he thought, was like imposing a property 
tax on the miller, like tithing the corn a second time, and he 
much feared it would in the end make a sensible impression 
»pcm the loaf. His towush4^was determined to oppose the 
new claims. 

Mr. Jackson, the delegate for Sowerby, stated, that, at a 
meeting held on Sunday last, he was directed, by the town''s 
people of Sowerby, to say that they, like the rest of the 
Parish, had been suffering greatly from the late Panic in our 
Markets; ^some of my neighbours^ (Mr. J. continued), have 
lost their all, and all of us have lost a great deal ; when 
we heard Mr. Musgrave was appointed to be our Vicar, 
we were much comforted, for we were informed he was a good 
man and a christian; we longed to see him amongst us, 
jbr we needed spiritual consolation for our troubled minds ; 
and we anxiously expected it from him. — Judge then of our 
siurprise^ when the first notice, he ev^r took of us, was by 
claiming and demanding the little Bit we bad left: but 
(added Mr. J. brandishing his rigbt arm,) we have determi- 
ned, if he does get it,— it shall be at arm's length.'' Mr. 
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Jackson was proceeding to read the resolutions of his towK« 
8idp, the first c^ which set forth, '< the meeting had leam- 
<^ ed with indignation and surprise, that the Viear had 
^ made a claim to the innall tithes, Ac,^^ but the Chairmen in- 
timated it was not necessary to do more than state the pur- 
port €^ the resolutions which he had already done. 

Mr. Swallow, delegate for Warley, said, he should wish 
to give the Vicar something more, but his township was deter- 
mined to oppose the new claims. 

Captain Lister was also the delegate for Southowram. 
This township had determined to resist the new claims, and 
would join with other townships in defraying the expenses of 
sneh opposition. 

Mr. Turner stated, the township of Warley, which 
he lepres^ited, was determined to oppose the new claims of 
the Vicar. Mr. Foster made the same declaration on behalf 
of the township of Wadsworth. 

Tfae'townshipsof Heptonstall, Hipperholmewith Brighonse, 
and Langfield, determined to take counsePs opinion on tha 
subject* 

At this period of the meeting a discussion took place as to 
the authenticity of the list of tithes on which the Meeting 
had acted. 

Mr. W. J. NoRRis stated, the list had been drawn out 
by Wm. Priestley Esq., who had been studying the law of 
tithes for two or three years ; it was, he believed, extracted 
from Toller, but it could not be considered as the VicarVt 
list : he was very desirous something in the way of concilia^ 
tion should be attempted ; and, as there now seemed a crids 
in the business, he should propose a resolution to this eSecit 
— ^ That a document in the nature of a deed between tho 
parish and the Vicar should be prepared, which should recite, 
that the Vicar had set forth certain claims which the parish 
did not allow ; but Without prejudice either to themselveis 
or to the claims of the Vicar, they bad determined to do so 
and so, and he without prejudice to his rights had accep- 
ted of it, and a deputation should be sent to the Vicar 
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with the resolution/^ Ttiis plan seemed to be generally dis- 
approved, and Mr. Norris consented to withdraw the resolu- 
tion which he had prepared. 

Mr. Oastlbr contended, that the list of claims was given 
.by the Yicar^s law agent, in the public meeting held in the 
church, and he appealed to Mr. Waterhonse, who was the 
chairman at the meeting. 

J. W ATERHOOSE, Esq. — <^ I most certainly understood them 
to be publicly given as the Vicar^s claims.^* 

It was now proposed the V icar^s solicitor should be sent for, 
Jn order that the meeting might know from him what the Vicar's 
claims really were. His brother Mr. W.J. Norris thought it 
unnecesary. It was contended, that the list of claims furnish- 
ed at the last public meeting, must be considered as the real 
claims intended to be enforced by the Vicar, until they were 
changed by the Vicar or his law agent. 

Mr. Oastler said, ** I am rejoiced to hear the list disowned 
by the Vicar^s friends ; I hold it as a good omen ; I sin- 
^cerely hope all will end well, after all this stir.^^ 

The following resolutions were then moved by C. Rawson 
Esq., and seconded by Mr. Oastler, — 

First: That this Meeting unanimously determine to re- 
sist the new claims of the Vicar. 

Second : That the Delegates lay the above Resolution be- 
fore their respective Townships without loss of time, and 
^quest that each Township will appoint three Delegates, 
with full powers (generally) to represent them, and manage this 
business. 

Third : That this Meeting be adjourned to Wednesday 
the tenth day of October, to be then holden at this place, at 
4en o'clock in the morning. Signed, 

J. Dearden, Chairman. 

The Chairman having left the chair, it was moved by C. 
.Rawson Esq., seconded by Mr. R> Oastler, and unani- 
mously carried : That the thanks of the meeting be given to 
Colonel Dearden, for his able and impartial conduct in the 
chair. 



t» 
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I believe there is no instance of a subject of such vital im* 
portanoe, and of so obnoxious a nature, having been discussed 
with more good temper ; but, whilst the Delegates were jor 
solved not to quarrel with the Vicar, they were also deter- 
mined to express the true opinion of their Fellow parishioners 
on the subject ; and, though they were desirous, if possiblep 
to preserve the Peace of the Parish, they were determined 
to resist the unprecedented demands of the Y icar to the last. 

I shall never forget the manner, in which Mr. Jacksra 
(Delegate for Sowerby) delivered his address; he gave a 
genuine sample of nature^s eloquence. I never saw magnani- 
mous despair better depicted, than when he lifted his hand, 
and in the name of his disappointed suffering Townsmen, de- 
clared, <^ it shall be at Arm's length.''* His attitude, hi^ 
action, his countenance, his voice, were all in tune. I never 

felt the full force of untutored eloquence before. 
** For nature's Eloquence is true iudeed,'' 
<* Andy when she speaks, the very soul is mofed.'' 

The apology, which Mr. W. J. Norris attempted for his 

Brother the Solicitor, did no credit to him, or his party; to 

say the least, it was ungrateful towards Mr. William Priestley, 

who, it seems, had given the Vicar a << Gratuity^^ of all his 

knowledge on the Tithes^Laws, the result of four years^ har4 

fagging. From the Vicar^s party Mr. W. Priestley had 

every reason to expect the most marked politeness ; this of 

course Mr. W. J. Norris was well aware of, but he ha^ 

another feeling in the question ; the list of Claims had got 

out sadly against the wish of his Brother, they were found ta 

be very unpopular, even amongst the Y icar^s choicest friends^ 

and were declared by every one to be extortions, snjust, and 

illegal. The Lawyer found he had gone a little too Car, and, 

if he persisted in making these claims, he should lose his best 

and most able suf^rters. It must therefore, to answer the 

purpose of the moment, be declared that the Y ioar, and tbfi 

Lawyer, had nothing to do with this list of Claims; and, 

although the Lawyer had dictated them to Mr. Oastler in a 

public meetingi it was now represented they were handed 

E ' 
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to him' in a harry, and, if it had not been for the impatient 
friendship of Mr. Priestley, the plaguy list wonld never have 
seen day-light ; so the Parish had no body to thank for it, 
bnt Mr. Wm. Priestley; the Solicitor was as innocent as the 
•Vicar, the Vicar had never seen it, and consequently ought 
not to be blamed. 

" Tbey make the gailtless seem the guilty one," 
This was a good joke, and practised well on the parties^ in- 
tended; those however, who had their eyes open, were 
convinced it was a deep-laid trick, intended to answer the 
purpose for the moment, by making certain individuals, who 
liad expressed themselves strongly on certain items in the list, 
believe the Vicar never intended to make such claims : if this 
had not been the case, would not the Solicitor have sent us a 
new List from the Vicar ? That Mr. Wm. Priestley, who is 
a truly respectable Gentleman, would allow himself to be 
treated with such dudgeon, has surprised the Parish more 
than the ingratitude of the Vfcar to his friend : and how does 
this manoeuvre disgrace the Vicar ! See what a neighbouring 
Editor, (who cannot be supposed to have a bias against the 
Vicar) says upon the subject ! The Bradford and Huddersfield 
Courier of October 4th, on this transaction has the following 
observation : — ^^ In remarking upon the proceedings of the 
meeting, we would mention the apparent want of fairness and 
eandonr on the part of the Vicar, in bringing forward a long 
list of claims which, at a subsequent part of the meeting, is 
denied by Mr. Norris as being the FtearV list. If the list 
Ivere not sanctioned and approved by the Vicar, why was it or 
how could it be brought forward for the sanction or disappro- 
bation of a Parish meeting ? If this meeting had consented 
to the measures of accommodation proposed oil the part of 
the Vicar, his claims, whether just or unjust, would have thus 
obtained the sanction of the Parish, and #e know Hot how 
IS^y could afterwards have been disputed. Such a proceed- 
ing gave an appearance of trick eaad cunning on the part of 
the Vicar, which we are sorry to witness.''^ 

There can be no doubt it .wa]s, and is, and will continue to 
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lie, the Vicar^s list. — Yet it had come to light rather 6>o 
soon; the parish was intended to have committed itself, beforer 
it was aware of the enormous amount of the Vicar^s claims ; 
havinj^ once compounded » there would have been an end of 
the joke, the whole list mnst then have been submitted to. 
In the present stage of the business, it was needful for the 
Vicar's friends positively to deny the list; to acknowledge if 
as extortions ; and to say, as many a Vicar^s man has said, 
<^ The Vicar never intended to make such claims ; there are^ 
<< many things named in that list which tlie Vicar knows her 
^ has no right to. He has given up his claim to milk, &c., 
^ there is no man more grieved about that list than he»^^ 

** So smooth thep daxb'd their vice with shew of Tirtne, 

** That their apparent open gtAXi omitted^ 

^ I moan their falsehood in the Vicar's cause, 

** T*heff livM from all attainder of suspect." 

These things were all spread abroad for the purpose o^ 
keeping up the appearance of having a few friends just in the 
onset ; and those, who esteemed themselves as the '^ wisest^^. 
men in the parish, were absolutely gulled and took the Vicar^s 
side. For their own sakes I hope they have not compounded. 
Mr. Norris would never have committed such a blunder, as to 
read it in a public meeting a^ the Vicar'^s list, if he had not 
examined it before. I hope those who have been duped by 
the sham denial of Mr. W. J. Norris, and others of the Vicar's 
friends, will see their error before it is too late. 

<< Pity 1 the boy had been to School, 
^ And learnt the wisdom of a Fool." > 

The Vicar^s party were quite sure of success before the De^ 

legates met, they had laid their plans very, deeply : the list erf 

claims was to be softened down to nothing; it was to bo: 

proved that the Vicar had been unfairly dealt by ; the burden 

was to be made very light ; in its utmost extent onl^ a Guinea 

a year for John Waterhouse^ Esquire (one of the richest melt 

in Halifax) ; we were to be particularly informed we haA 

nothing to fear. 

<* Oh what a goodly outside falsehood hath f 
*< *Tis like a villain with a smiling oheek, 
« A goodly apple, rotten at the heart." 
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Had ure been so silly aa to have yielded, jast look what w 
prepared for us ! we were to have been taunted and held up 
pnblie contempt, as a set of ^^ Radicals,^^ rejoicing that we 
escaped the gripe of the Vicar, and got off without imprison- 
ment, &c« See the following statement, which appeared in 
the Leeds Intelligencer of the 27th of September, the day aftec 
the meeting was held : 

<' RiOHTS OF THE Church. — As some wisc and liberal per- 
sons in this and other parts of the country, after having pared 
down the claims of the Establishment to the strict letter of 
the law, have grown so bold a» to attempt to defraud the 
church, even of its legal rights, under the honest plea that 
there is no power to enforce them ; it is only fair that in the 
former respect those dissatisfied sages should be made feel 
the effects of the Ze:r talionis. Like most other people too 
they have grown impudent and knavish from indulgence, and 
because the church benevolently contented itself, with de- 
manding a portion of its lawful dues, they swore it should 
be deprived of all. The new and highly-esteemed Vicar of 
Halifax, the Rev. Charles Mnsgrave, has lately resorted to 
a proceeding well calculated to teach such enemies of the es- 
tablishment a satisfactory lesson. Mr. Musgrave, on succeed- 
ing to the vicarage of Halifax, very naturally enquired into 
its income, and found his Rev. Predecessors had most 
foolishly, as well as generously, omitted to collect a large 
share of their rightful revenue. He accordingly submitted the 
case to counsel ; and, having thus ascertained the real extent of 
his claims, addressed a circular to some of the most respectable 
of his parishioners, requesting them to meet and take the 
subject into their " kind consideration.'' Twenty-six of the 
principal inhabitants in consequence assembled ; perceived at 
once the perfect legality of the new demands ; approved of 
the suavity and discretion with which the Vicar had brought 
them forward ; and took measures to apprise the whole 
parish, both of its liability, and of the necessity of amicably 
adjusting the matter to the satisfaction of all parties. — Hence 
on Monday week a meeting took place in the parish church 
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on the subject^ Whea the Vicar exhibited a copy of his de- 
mands. 

^^ In conseqaenoe of these claims, thus specifically advanced, 

meetings were appointed to be held after evening service, on 

Sonday, at the chapel of each of the twelve townships in tbis 

extensive parish, to appoint delegates to attend a more general 

pieeting yesterday, at the Magistrates^ office, for the purposes 

of ascertaining whether any arrangement for the commutation 

of the vicarial tithes can be accomplished between the Vicar 

and his parishioners. 

<< On behalf of the Established Church, we sincerely thank 
the Rev. C. Mu^rave for the step he has taken, and we hope 
that here and elsewhere, if rash bigotted people prove them- 
selves insensible to the tender mercy which they have hitherto 
experi^ioed, his example will be followed, — or as it might 
easily be, — improved on. The late Vicar of Halifax, we un- 
derstand, did not receive above £700 or £800 perannnm 
from the parish, whereas the most lenient commutation of the 
vicarial tithes, to which he was entitled, will yield his suc- 
cessor, at least, double that sum. Nay it is a fact^ even 
ike radicals of that place thank their Harsj they are not 
to he mulcted to the full limit of their liability^ and moat 
cheerfully prefer the payment of a considerable composition to 
the exaction of the whole, accompanied by the penance sheets, 
stools of repentance, distress warrants, law expenses, and six 
months incarcerations, so devoutly sought by their Leeds 
friends r 

It will easily be perceived this statement is not correct in 
its account of the proceedings ; this was no doubt intended 
to dupe the public, and make the whole appear as the work 
of the £ditor, who had not the means of detecting the error. 
The whole deception is carried on admirably, until we read 
the last sentence, and there we evidently discover the Vicar^s 
jMurty carousing and rejoicing over their contemplated tri- 
umph ;* and in their delusive visions beholding the parish- 

''^ it is self evident that the paragraph was sent to the Leeds 
latelHgeacer before the meeting of Delegates had taken place. 
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icmers, (Radicals a^ they call them), delighted and pleased 
beyond measare, nay even *^ thanking their stars^^ for their 
escape from the hands of the Vicar and his party, without 
having snfiered the most condign punishments whidi the 
ecclesiastical law can inilct. Are such men to be envied ? 
Men, who in the anticipated enjoyment of their intended vic-^ 
lory, conld sneer at and insult their supposed victims; men, 
who could publicly proclaim that their neighbours, who, they 
supposed, would be credulous enough to walk into the snare 
prepared for them, and who, they were sure, would prove 
themselves such fools as to be easily entrapped by their 
apparent candour, were a parcel of *^ Radicals, dissatisfied 
sages, impudent and knavish enemies of the Establishment,^^ 
&c., and had reason to be thankful, c(Hisidering the dreadful 
malignant tyranny of their oppressors, that they had escaped 
from ^* penance siheets,. stools of repentance, distress war- 
rants,, law expenses, and ^x months incarcerations/* If 
such diabolical sentiments had been charged upon the very 
basest of mankind, it would have been uncharitable; but when 
we see them, the public harbingers of their own infamy, 
boasting of such tender mercy , we are only left to wonder that 
such men exist ; and existii^^ that they are to be found in a 
Christian country ; and being in a Christian country, that 
they should profess to be the stoutest Champions of a Christian 
Church ! I ! Unmask ! Unmask ! ! 

<< JPro|ier deformity seeHit not in the Fiend 
Soliorrid, as in You,** — 

. This vision of victory gave them an opportunity of publish- 
ing their shame. Judge then of their remorse, and unprece- 
dented disappointment^ when the rivet broke, when the words 
of the Psalmist were so literally fulfilled : 

** Bebold^ lie travailetb with iolquity^ and batli conceived mischief, and bath 
^' bvoagbt forth falsehood, 

'< He* made a pit, and digged it, nod is ftilten into the ditch which he made. 

•< His mischief shall return Upon his own head, and his ▼iolent dealing shaft 
'* come down upon his own pate." 

After such a " vexations'' and disgraceful defeat, it is no 

wonder men of their stamp should be exasperated beyond 
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all precedent ; if they had any prudence, it is not surprising 
they lost it now. " What !" they would say, *« shall we 
*< the only Gentlemen in the parish, shall we suffer ourselves 
** to he foiled ? and that too hy a set of simpletons, led on hy 
** a Servant scarcely out of Livery, a stranger* in the parish. 
** Oh no! we will make the Radicals /ee/, if we cannot make 
** them understand. What care we for the Vicar, the only 
** question we contend for is, who shall rule the parish ? 
*' Shall we suffer our rights to be trampled on by the RabMe? 
*' Never !" 

** A peryoD, crazed with pride, is a sight very mortifying to human natare.*' 

" Let my unsounded self, supposed a fool, 

" Now set your long experienced wits to school." 

Now they recommended the Vicar to enter the field with 
bis *^ Broadsider,'^ being resolved, at all risks, to frighten the 
<^ knaves*^ into submission. He is persuaded to send the fol- 
lowing notice to the respectable and respected Chairman of 
the Delegates, (Colonel Dearden), requesting him to hand a 

* The allusions to myself, as a "servant'* and a "stranger/* 
have been very frequently made by these " Gentlemen of high 
degree.'' 1 am proud to serve such a man as Thomas Thoro- 
hili, Esq. ; and I assure those Gem'en, who have anxious de- 
sires to interfere in the disposal of Mr. Thornhiirs property, so 
long as he honours me with his confidence, 1 will disappoint 

their hopes. 

'* I know ye well : ye serviceable villains; 
" As duteous to the vices of your pttrty^ 
*< As badness wouk) desire.'' 

*Tis true I am a stranger in the parish of Halifax, having only 
resided here seven years. This may account for my deteimined 
opposition to the tyrannical and impudent interferences of cer- 
tain would-be Kings. In Leeds (my native town) things are 
settled differently. There, those who pay, have a right to speak ; 
there no haughty ignorant fellow would dare to insult a man 
lor doing his duty. Afler ail I have a greatej* interest in the 
tithe question^ than many who have made a great noise on the 
Vicar's side ; and, if some of them were to be found " at Home,** 
they woufd be removed farther from Halifax than Leeds is. — 
Some people very soon forget their father's soil. If 1 have been 
instrumental in untying the knot, which has foryfars bound the 
tongues of the Halifax Yeomanry, I am sure I liave not lived in 
vain. 



40 

copy to the Delegates from the different townships, and in- 
forming him, 'Mf these were onhappily rejected, he should 
^< be under the painful necessity of giving them notice to set 
^< ont their tithes in kind/^ The Vicar^s party also caused 
the same to be inserted in the Leeds Intelligencer and the 
Leeds Mercnry, in order that the whole country might be 
witness of their triumph, and shout at the downfall of a set 
of miserable ^^ Radicals,^^ who had committed the unpardcm- 
able sin of daring to disobey their high commands. 

The following is the notice alluded to, very aptly designated, 
by a plain honest country labourer, ^< The V icar^s Flay Crow/^ 

VICARIAL TITHES, 

IN THE PARISH OF HALIFAX. 



The Inhabitants of the Town and Parish of Halifax are 
hereby respectfully informed, that all Persons willing to com' 
pound for their Vicarial Tithes are requested to signify their 
Intention, in writing, on or before the 1 5th Day of October, 
to Mr. J. E. Norris, Solicitor, Halifax ; after which an early 
Day will be fixed for the Attendance of the Parties, to adjust 
the same. It will he open to the Parishioners, as stated to 
them at the Meeting, held in the Parish Church, on Monday, 
the 17 th inst. to compound upon the most moderate and reason- 
able Estimate, for themselves, individually ; for their respeC" 
tive Townships ; or for the Parish at large ; and this, either 
for a Term of Years, or for the whole Period of my Incumbency. 

CHARL£S MUSGRAVB, 

VICAR OF HALIFAX. 

Vicarage, Halifax, Sep. 29, 1827. 

What wisdom did these << Wise men^^ of HalifiEix display in 
this manoeuvre. At this very time the Delegates ^ere eoy 
deavouring to persuade the Townships to rent, from the 
Vicar, the Easter Offerings, &c. at double the price any 
former Vicar ever received, if he would lay aside his new 
claims. They were doing this, not because they were afraid 
of the Vicar, or his claims, or his party, but, since tibey 
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wished for peace, and were afraid of the consequence of a 
legal war, in a religions and moral point of view ; they were 
deter pained, if possible, to make such a handsome proposal to 
the Vicar, that he might be induced to forsake his new claims, 
and let the parish enjoy a continuance of that peace, which 
had been its happy lot under its late Vicars. 

« Theif were for peace : bat when iheg tpoke he was for war J* 

There was now no need to parley any longer : it was evi- 
dent no arrangement could be made: all were resolved to 
resist to the last, and the resolutions of the Townships were 
prepared, declarative of their determination to resist by every 
legal means. The Vicar^s party saw the effect their <^ Broad- 
sider^^ had produced; they were astonished these ^^ stupid 
fellows" would^ not yield. ** By the laws of Halifax warfare,, 
(say they,) they ought to have yielded long ago; they were 
^^ not used to be so restive ; before this they have always been 
'< very complying, and looked up to us to direct; we have 
'< coaxed, insulted, threatened, and still they oppose; they 
^^ are like the British Army at Waterloo; they do not know 
^* when to yield .^* These good men had been dreaming on 
victory, ^^ an^lo ! sudden destruction had come upon them.^* 
The remainder of this week was spent in such nervous and 
anxious activity, as was never before witnessed : the ^^ great 
*< and wise men" were sick indeed at heart, and troubled with 
the spleen; but ^^what? they were the heads of Halifax* 
^^ Were they to submit to see a handful of country clowns 
^< dare to interfere in the management of their parish afiairs ? 
*< was the business of the parish to be taken out of their 
«« hands? and that too by a parcel of Trash, whose only bus- 
<^ iness was to pay the money when commanded !" The 
heart-rendings, the gripings, the distorted phizes, of these 
grandees ^< would have made a monkey laugh, and excited the 
** grin of a baboon." — But they were men of valour, they were 
cunning and crafty as serpents :— " Well," thought they, 
^^ if we cannot make these villains yield by open warfare, we 
<^ will see what sapping and mining will do ; we will try what 
'*' one thing and another will do amongst their leaders ; if we 

F 
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<<do not blow the whole concern to atoms on the 10th of 
" October, why then, we are greater fools than we took our' 
" selves to be /'' Now was every art, which desperate eonniiig 
could invent, employed ; some of onr best friends were hard 
pressed on the subject ; the great respectability of the Yicar^s 
party was extolled ; the meanness and contemptibility of their 
opponents described. 

To the credit of the excellent Clergy of this parish, and ii» 
neighbourhood, they, as a Body, have refrained from any 
interference in this affair : some two or three however, ^Mn 
^^ the Priests* office,^* forgetting their << high calling,^* and 
tiiat it is <^not reason that they should leave the word of 
God to serve Tcobles,'" have, for the love of *' filthy lucre," 
or to please and flatter a superior,* or perhaps tcKndulge in the 



* Supposing there had been a Township, where the inhabit- 
ants were remarkable for their attachment to the church of 
England ; wjiere they liad lately given proof thei'eof by building 
a very elegant substantial church; and still more recently proved 
their love to the church of England and friendship for the minis* 
ter^ by subscribing many hundreds of pounds for a parsonage 
house, stables, garden, and every suitable convenience; and 
given so many instances of friendship and kindness to their 
Parson, that their praise was in all the ehurches. Supposing 
such a Minister should, when refused a trifling favor frooi an 
individual, who had subscribed nn>r6 than one hundred pounds 
to the church, &c., whom the Parson had recently deceived, actu- 
ally say to such an individual, in the presence of another person, 
** He neither cared /or the Town nor the people in i#.** And 
suppose he should afterwai'ds refuse to allow the clerk te 
read a notice for a public Town's meeting in the said church, 
and thereby compel the churchwarden to use his authority and 
insist upon the notice being read ; suppose, I say, such a min- 
ister, under such obligation to his peopk, was aflerwards to 
attend the meeting, and endeavour to prevent his flock enjoying 
their undoubted legal rights in the very church they had built ; 
supposing he should shout, bluster, stamp, and storm like a 
madman, because the people were determined to proceed in their 
deliberiations; and in the end leave them in such a state iJiata 
person, who should meet him coming out of the church, might 
truly observe : '* Whatever has our Parson been doing ? Why 
" truiy he has a Face like a rising sun, and a throat like a Tur* 
" key cock \" Supposing after such conduct he should send a 
notice like this to the clerk : — " I hereby give you notice that in 
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liend-like pleasure of domineering over the consciences of 
others, employed themselves to shew the injustice of opposing 
the claims of the Vicar: they have, in their intercourse 
amongst their people, and even when they have had occasion 
to visit the sick, treated largely on the divine Institution of 
Tithes. They have stated, the Almighty considered the 
withholding the Tithes from the Vicar as a robbery done to 
himself, and would most assuredly punish those head-strong 
sinners who resist, with «ome tremendous judgement. 

<<Atid then such Priests! oh I they're keen*eyed fellows, 
" That to the Pocket keep a woodroas look out, 

<< And never fail to Mow the brimstone bellows, 
** Till they contrive the glitt'ring bits to hook out." 

They reasoned just as if Mr. Musgrave had a clear right and 



^future BO notice or intimation of whatever kind^ whether writ- 

" ten or printed, shall be publicly read by you in church, 

** without tlie said notice or intimation having previously been 
'* seen and approved of by me.'' And, in consequence of on6 
of his flock being determined to buy a second-hana pulpit, and 
place it in a field opposite the church, in order to give out no« 
tices without further disturbance and ti*ouble from the minister, 
chould kindly relent in his severity, and actually permit the good 
folks to enjoy their privileges as the law grants them. Then 
suppose still ftlrther,- such a minister should mention to one of 

his people, he wished the town's people to give him £lOO, 

and an advance of wages ; if this was refused he would most cer- 
tainly leave them; and the day after call upon another peraon', 
(who had subscribed hundreds one way or other to the church^ 
parsonage, &c.), whom he had very recently insulted in public oii 
more occasions than one ; and finding him from home, leave such 
a note as this: — " I have this morning to communicate to you 

" what I communicated yesterday to Mr. , as 1 have not had 

*' the pleasure of seeing you, Mr. will relate to yon, if yon 

<<ask him, the result of our conversation. Observe I make no 
"claim; what I ask is in the way of favor; and I leave tli^ 
" whole to the generosity and good feeling of my congregation^ 
'' who, I trust, will not be backward.to support their minister in 
<' a decent respectable way. Should further add that 1 should 
''not think of looking out for another living, if the one I now 
<* hold was able to support a clergyman and a young family in a 
*' respectable way. You, Sir, must know that «£126 per annum 
is uot sufficient for me to bring up my family in a way becom- 
ing thirii- situation. 1 feel grateful to you. Sir, in particular. 
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title from divine anthorily to one tenth of the property of his 
parishioners, hecaase one tenth of the property of the Eleven 
Jewish Tribes was, for specific purposes, and on certain con- 
ditions, reserved as the Inheritance of the Twelfth. It is 
hardly credible, in this ^< enlightened age** sach ignorance 
can exist, especially in the mind of a Clei^;yman of the 
Charch of England. This kind of persuasion and threaten- 
ing produced some effect, as well it might, for His terrible to 
a guilty mind to be thus galled and teased with Holy Writ, 
and to be stunned with awful denunciations from the Word 
of God. Such scenes as these were however rather uncom- 
mon. I heard of one, where the poor fellow almost suffered 
a Martyrdom before he would confess ; every passage against 
sacrilege was resounded, and every denunciation of Divine 
wrath thundered in bis ears, at last the culprit said << I yield, 
*^ I yield, its all the Vicar's due ; yes V\\ confess it is his legal 
^^ right, as much his own as rents are mine s*^ then added (in 

^' and to the gentlemen of this township in general, for what they 
'' have already done for me. I wish I was not compelled to make 
"the request, I now make, and 1 would add in conclusion that 
•* I feel willing to spend and end my days among you, provided 
•' my stipend could be so augmented, that I coiiid live without 
V getting into pecuniary difficulties. Should this not be done, I 
shall be obliged in duty to myself and family to look around, 
and try to get some other situation more capable of supporting 
" me. 1 trust you will use these hints in the way that your wis- 
*;' dom shall best direct : from what you have already done for 
»' me, since I came into this township, 1 can put the most perfect 
** confidence in youi desire and wish to support the Clergy of the 
** Establishment in a respectable way,*' Supposing, 1 say, such 
unlikely circumstances were ever to transpire, what would you 
say to such a minister ? I would recommend him to the Inqui- 
sition, as a most fit person for one of their officers. Oh ! but 

he is married he says, so they would not have him Why then 

I would advise him, if he were a stranger in the town, to 
♦' gae back a gen." 

There have been seveml.infonnations lately against individu- 
als in a certain township, particular one against a true Parson's 
friend for keeping TWO DOGS. 1 wonder who informed 1 I hope 
not a Clergyman,. 

What would a Minister deserve, who should be proved guilty 
pf such conduct ? 1 dare not say, — but I know what the Bible 
says he shall receive :— see Ezekiel xxxiv. 10. 
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an under tone,) "bat I will never pay, say what they will I 
" will not pay.^* It was a laughable and a melancholy soene, 
something like this : — 

<< Tbore is a certain Tillage Priest, 

He lives at £«»«»« too. 
He is a pioas Vicar's frieDd, ' 

A champioo stamch and true. 

The Thunderbolts of hefLY*B be wields 

To serve liis impious ends ; 
Aod^ if lie cannot find a foe, 
; He burls tbem at bis friends. 

Now tbis man and a neigbb'ring Priest 

Surround a Man of Gold, 
And, wben tbey strive to get his purse. 

He does it faster bold. 

One says *' tis just", the other threats, 

Till in the snare he's caught ; 
He owns the Vicar's in the right. 

Yet will not part with aught.'* 

There were some persons however upon whom such tricks 
would have produced no effect; it was with difficulty they 
<K>uld be moved by any kind of persuasion ; ^* they had taken 
<* such an active part, and encouraged others to resist, nay 
^^ they had signed resolutions pledging themselves to resist- 
<* ance, and now they did not like to flinch ; it would look so 
** silly, if they fell back, they never would be trusted again ,•*' 
and so on. Why to such sturdy gentlemen as these, who had 
resisted every argument, it was just hinted, *^it was more 
^ creditable to give up a bad connexion, than retain it ; ^< for, 
< said the Y icar^s partizans, very emphatically,^ while a man 
^^ lives, you know, he may alter his will; there can be no ho- 
<< nour in continuing to connect yourself with such ^< rabble ;^^ 
** your friends expect you will desist.^' At the words << alter 
^ Ida will/* there was, I'll assure you, some starting, staring, 
and pricking of ears. The significant looks of the parties 
expressed the rest. If I had the pencil of Hogarth, I would 
give their pictures just here. ^' Aye 1 Yes ! well, as you 
<< say, there can be no harm in recanting ! but we must do it 
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^ by little and little, not oil at once, yon know. Let as faave 
^ a decent time to tarn round in ; only wait a little ; we can 
*^ soon find an opportunity, for we know they are a hot-headed 
*^ set ; we can soon push them on, pick a quarrel with them, 
^' and then leave them in the Lurch.^* In some places a piece 
of Plate was hinted at ; such things had been talked of for- 
merly, and fallen through ; the bint of coarse did not take. 

Such was however the wonderful effect of all these diife- 
rent modes of persuasion, that some of the greatest misers in 
the Parish have absolutely declared, with all thegravityof owls, 
^ in their consciences they really believe the Vicar has as 
^ clear a right and title to his claims, as they have to their 
rents ;^^ but mind ye ! there's not a man among them all who^s 

ever paid him yet : 

** They Kiaaoder other's wealthj but hoard their own." 
Several individuals^ who were very staunch opponents to the 
Vicar's claims, who were very loud in their declamations 
against the evil which would accrue from Mr* Musgrave's 
proceedings, who were in the habit of thinking themselves 
^ upper kind of folks,'' who had formerly been honoured by 
the friendship and intimacy of the Vicar's Party, and who 
had suddenly taken part against their own friends without 
knowing it,were anxious now to draw back again ; for theyfound 
there was to be no domineering in our camp ; they wer^ 
sncomfortable ; then their old ^^frlends' good dinners wer^ 
not forgotten ; <^ they did not not think the Vicar right, and 
** yet they could not say that he was wrong :" 

<* Tliey that are dim of sight, see truth by halves.'' 
At last (generally with a very bad grace,) they joined their 
quondam friends. 

^< Birds of a feather 

" Will flock togethef ," 

What was the consequence ? Why, they have proved they 
are not to be depended on, and the opponents of the 
Vicar's Claims now know no doubtful Character lurks in 
their Camp ! 

'' No dangerous characters our camp disgrace, 
« Safety is liere, and doubt has fled the place.'' 
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It so happened that, at the close of this eventfal week, on 
Saturday the 6th of October, there was held a meeting of the 
Trustees of the Calder and Hebble Navigation,- for the pur- 
pose, as I suppose, of managing their own business, and then 
getting a good dinner. That this meeting of Canal Trustees 
should have any thing to do with a dispute between the Vicar 
of Halifax and his parishioners, is singular enough. Tho 
mystery is unravelled, when it it is discovered the same Mr. 
J. £. Norrls, who manages the Vicar, is also the Solicitor 
for the Proprietors. This trifling circumstance will account for 
the otherwise unaccountable fact ; it does indeed at first sight 
astonish every man of common sense, that a meeting, compo- 
sed of such highly respectable individuals, should deem It 
their duty to interfere with^ and endeavour to arrange, the 
business of the parish, when the parishioners had already duly 
authorised and appointed their del^ates to settle the whole 
affair, and when the delegates had publicly entered upon their 
duty, and were intending to meet again on the Wednesday 
following, for the sole purpose of prosecuting their labours. 
I am quite willing to admit the Proprietors never intended 
to become parties to such an unwarrantable interference, and 
can only account for this singular transaction on the follow- 
ing very natural supposition. It is very well known at such 
meetings the resolutions, intended to be proposed, are written 
by the Solicitor ; and afterwards, when passed, are signed by 
the Chairman. It does not therefore require a great stretch 
of candour, to believe that, while the Proprietors were busily 
employed in framing and dictating resolutions to adranoe 
their own interests and improve their canal property, the 
Solicitor, whose whole soul has for the last five or six months 
been devoted to the consideration of the tithes, was all the 
time engaged in the deep and most profound consideration of 
the tithe question ; just at the moment 

<< ' TwM all M» ioteliect could span,'' 
and, instead of transcribing the resolutions from the lips of 
the Trustees, very probably wrote down the following notice 
for a meeting on the subject of the tithes : 
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^< The claims of the Vicar having become a sabj^ of eUch 
^^ very serious consideration^ yoa are requested to attoid a 
^* PRIVATE meeting of Gentlemen, at the Swan Inn, on Mod* 
^ day next, at three o'clock in the afternoon, for the pnrpoee 
^ of ascertaining the possibility of settling and consolidatinff 
^^ all future claims for tithes, by procuring an act of parlia- 
'^ ment, which shall contain such enactments as will prevent 
<^ litigation and dispute.^^ 

" Halifax, Oct. 6th, 1827." 

When the above was presented to the meeting for their 
adoption, I wonder how they all looked ! I am not aware a 
single word was uttered ; of course they were all, both So- 
licitor and Trustees, lost in profound amazement ! 
^ And silence filed her Throne on every Tongue." 

The Chairman of course refused his name to the doeument, 
and the Solicitor was no doubt rejoiced when he sa£ely 
*^ bagged'^ the of&pring of his distracted soul. — And here it 
seems the unlucky affair would have ended, if the Blue B^f 
had been faithful to its trust ; some how or other, I taatcj, 
the annonymous paper was dropped; a mischievous wag 
might perchance in passing take it up ; and, observing its coii- 
tents, and well knowing the state the Parish was in at the 
moment determine to drive a ^^ down good Joke /" run with it 
to the printer, (took good care to conceal the printer^s name;) 
and send it off to a goodly number of highly respectable indi- 
viduals ; amongst the rest to our worthy Chairman, to Robeit 
Stansfeld £sq., and several of our best friends. That these 
gentlemen should attend is quite natural ; they knew notiung 
about the manner in which the thing had been got op; 
they felt an earnest desire to use every exertion for the good 
of the Parish. — But that the Proprietors should be the Dupes 
of a Hoax, practised by the unlucky misfortune of their Solif 
citor upon themselves, is indeed rather astonishing. Pdriuqw 
it will be said the above surmises are unnatural, invented 
merely to ridicule the Solicitor and Proprietors. I answer 
seriously it is the best, the most favorable, construction I call 
put upon the whole proceedings ; I am well aware it has hem 
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difbfBiMy expUkked : if the proprietois will bave it olkerwke, 
and adknowMge themselves to have been the authors of the 
Swan Meeting* Why then the troth is, they were goilty of 
the most uncalled for and unwarrantable intermeddling with 
the rights of others, totally unprecedented, and altogether in- 
defensible. If they had any interest in the Tithe question, 
they were already represented by their Delegates, and had 
certainly no right to interfere in the business. What would 
he aaid by these Gentlemen, if a few individuals were to senA 
an anonymous notice to a dozen or two of their neighbours to 
call a meeting to ^* settle and consolidate all future claims^* for 
dues on their canal ; — would it not be thought impertinent 
in the very highest degree ? Where is the difference ? For the 
credit of the Proprietors and the Solicitor, I am willing to 
believe the whole affiiir was brought about by the trifling mis- 
fortune alluded to before, i. e. the dropping of the note. 

At the time appointed, however, the meeting was held at the 
Swan Inn. The names of the persons attending this meeting, 
and also the resolutions adopted, as well as the ulterior move- 
ments of the Vicar and his Solicitor, will be more properly 
stated in the account of the meeting of the Delegates on tbs; 
10th of October: the whole a&ir was then very fully and 
impartially brought before the Delegates, by their truly-ccm- 
scientions Chairman, Colonel Dearden. The Leeds Mercury^ 
of the 13th of October, contained a full account of the pro- 
oeedings of the Delegates at that meeting, from which paper 
principally I copy the account thereof. 

On the morning of October 10th, the Delegates arrived ia 
Halifax; nothing could exceed their surprise on being 
informed, by every one they met, that the business had been 
taken out of their hands ; that a private meeting had been 
Md at the Swan Inn the Monday preceding; and the whole 
aflUr was settled ; the Vicar was to have £2000 a year ; he 
had agreed, and was actually gone off with Us Solicitor to the 
Archbishop ; he was expected back that morning ; and there 
was no doubt His Grace would consent to the arrangement. 
A number of the Delegates met together at the Rose and 
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Crown Tnn; they wondered what this meant; tlielr. feelfaip 
were expressed in strong and nervous terms ; they were fe> 
solved to resist the unwarrantable presumption of the Swan 
Committee, and let the Halifax Gentlemen know they wouM 
not be dragged in as parties to an agreement which had beoi 
made in a private Hole and Comer Meetiqg, and absolutely 
submitted to his Grace the Archbishop of York for his ap« 
proval, altogether without their sanction and knowledge.^ — 
At ten oVlock the adjourned Meeting of the Delegates, fson 
these veral townships of Halifax, was held in the Magistfateft'* 
Room, at Halifax, to consider of the proper steps to be taken 
to resist the new claims of the Vicar ; Colonel Dearden in the 
Chair. 

The different Townships having been called over, the 
Chairman said, — They were met there by adjournment. At 
their last meeting it was resolved to resist the various new 
claims set up by the Vicar for the small tithes. Since that 
meeting some propositions had been made, which be Would 
proceed to lay before them. On Saturday sen^nigiit, he re* 
ceived a letter from the Vicar, adverting to the proceedings 
of the former meeting, and which stated, nothing was 
further from his intention than to excite any feelings of an 
nnplei^sant nature, and he was disposed to Qompo^nnd 
with the parishioners on the most* moderate terms; this 
intention had remained unchanged, but that he could not re* 
cede from his claims; and he had caused a notice, ef 
which he had subjoined a copy, to be inserted in two of the 
Leeds papers ; and requested him to inform the del^^ates of 
the different townships, of his readiness to listen to and agree 
upon the most moderate terms of composition ; but added, if 
these offers were unhappily rejected, he should be under tito 
painful necessity of giving them notice to set out their titheb 
in kind. In consequence of this letter, continued the Chair- 
man, I sent copies of the notice to ail the townships. On 
Saturday there was a meeting of the trustees of the Calder 
and Hebble Navigation, when the Vicar^s claims became tto 
subj^t of the conversation, and it was determined te 
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Call together ft few of the principle gentlemen in the neigh- 
bourhood, to adopt, if possible, some method of effecting ati 
amicable and permanent arrangement between the Vicar and 
the parish. This was done by a circular, and on Monday 
last a private meeting was held at the Swan Inn, when 
the following resolutions were agreed to, which he wotild 
read; 

^At a Private Meeting of Geiitlemen, held at the Swan 
Inn, on Monday the 8th Instant, present 

«JOHN WATERHOUSE, Esq. in the Chair; 



William Mitchell, Esq. 
John Rawson, Esq. 
William Priestley, Esq. 
Colonel Dearden, 
Jeremiah Rawson, Esq. 
George Priestley, Esq. 
Thomas Preston, Esq. 
John Walker, Esq. 



Major Priestley, 
R. Briggs, Esq. 
William Kershaw, Esq. 
Michael Stocks, Jnn. Esq. 
W. H. Rawson^ Esq. 
William J. Norris, Esq« 
Robert StansBeld, Esq. 
Robert Wainhouse, Esq. 



Resolved ^^ That this meeting have taken into their serious 
consideration the claims of the Vicar of Halifax for tithes, 
and are of opinion^ that it is necessary to adopt measures for 
the purpose of securing an amicable adjustment of the 
same. 

^^ That it is our opinion ^ that the present income of the liv- 
ing is insufficient to the proper support of the Vicar^ impor- 
tant station in the parish. 

^ That the claims for the Vicarial or small tithes^ if enforced 
through this extensive parish, must inevitably lead to great 
litigation and disturbance. 

<< That, with a view to obviate such coiisequences, and 
without prejudice to any party concerned, the following gen- 
tlemen, viz. Messrs. Waterhouse, Briggs, Mitchell, W. H. 
Rawson, Thomas Preston, and John Hodgson be requested to 
,wait upon the Vicar, for the purpose of ascertaining his sen- 
.timents on the following proposition : — ^Will the Vicar con- 
tent to join in an application to Parliament, for an act to 
commute for ever the Vicarial Tithes and Easter Offerings, 
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im feooiving the amtnal sum of ,* in lienofihesti^iiie; ttid 

al£o forward this proposition to the Crown as patron, and 4o 
his Grace the Archbishop of York as diooenn, and after- 
wards oommonicate the resaitto the Chairman of this neetfaig?** 

To this proposition the Vicar gave the following answer:^ 

<< I shall be happy to use my best endeavoars to &oilitai8 
such an arrangement/* 

The chairman said, that, as he had left the meeling before 
the resolutions had been fairly copied oiit» he had reoehol 
that which he had jnst read from Mr. W. J, Norrii — ^whoee 
letter accompanying it he would also read ; — 

^ I have the pleasure to hand you a copy of the resoiotioiis 

of the meeting held to day at the Swan, as I miderstood you 

to express a wish for one, in order to enable yon to state a>r- 

rectly to the meeting of Delegates, to be held on Wednesday 

next, what has been done. The business, however, will be 

more completely arranged, when we can leant the reeidt of 

the Vicar^s interview with the Archbishop. The Y iear and 

ny brother James are gone this evening to York, and they 

will return in the course of to-morrow, so that on Wednesday, 

the Aidibishop^s sentiments may in all prdmbility be made 

known. 

** I am, &c. &c. 

«WM. JOHN NOBBIS.*" 
Si. John\ Oct. 8. 

Col. D. believed that a deputation would wait on tlie meet* 
ing almost immediately, who would state what took place in 
the interview with the Archbishop. The Yicar had expressed 
himself as satisfied, and more than satisfied, with the siA 
offered; but added, he did not think a 'less sum woiild 
induce the Archbishop to consent to a permanent oompositioDi 
under the authority of an Act of Parliament, but on this pnnt 
they would be informed more fully by the deputation. 

Some suspension of the business of the meeting took place 

* I am kiformed this blank was afterwards filled up at the 
Vicarage with <£2,000, without the authority^ sanction, or 
knowledge of the Swan Committee. 



w^Ul the arrival of the deputation, doHng which a general 
cimversa^on took place upon the proposal which had jast 
h^em. read* It was explained this commatation was t0 
fndade all the Vicar^s claims, hoth new and old, except enr* 
plice fees. 

Mr. Stocks thought mortuaries should be for ever done 
away with ; he could not say whether they were sorplioe fees 
or not. 

Mr. RiCHABD Oastlkr said they were certainly s&rplice 
Udes, as they were intended as a payment for certain prayer^ 
to be said for the scml of the departed — he had been informed 
by a professiimal man, that 21s. had already been demanded 
by the new Vicar, although 10s. was understood to be the priee 
l>efore. Certainly this tithe on the dead had better be extin- 
guidied along with all other dead tithes* 

Christopher Rawson, Esq. ^< If I had stood alone, I 
#oald have opposed the claims of the Vicar. I think he has 
be^a badly advised, in the manner in which he has brought 
tiiem before the parish ; and I trust, if we donU compound 
with him on the basis of the new proposal which has been 
made, we shall not be deterred from a vigorous assertion of 
our rights, and the protection of our property, by the scur- 
rility of the Leeds Intelligencer, which has denominated us 
tadic&ls : — if I be a radical, I think there are ' few loyal men 
tdit, and that both the ^Church and Constituti^ are tn ^le&t 
danger.**; 

Colonel Dsardrn. I am involved in the same obloquy^ 
I think, however, the abuse heaped upon us by this pape^ 
will not do OS much harm. 

Mr. Richard Oastlbr. Hie pimgrapih referred tbis not 
only calunmions and abndve, but contains the most gross 
falsehood : it states that the meeting held at the Vicar^s house 
were satisfied of the legality of his claims, and took measures 
to apprise the whole parish of its liability, than which 
nothing can be more false. 

The Chairman said it was certainly a most gross raisre- 
presentation of what bad taken place. 
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CflRisoPHfiR Rawson Esq. said he was very sorry the 
meeting referred to by the Chairman had not been held 
previous to the last meeting of the delegates, it wobU 
have prevttited much of that soreness of feeling which noir 
prevailed; he trusted, however^ they would receive the 
delegation which was abont to wait npon them with can- 
doar and good will. He did not so much blame the Vicar, as 
those who bad advised him, for what had taken place. With 
lespect to the town of Halifax, the most anacconntabie apathy 
prevailed on the subject : they had appointed no delegates to 
that meeting; he felt indeed he was an intmder, and had 
no right to be present. He shonhi, however, be most hqipy, 
if an amicable and satislactory adjustment could be oome at 

Michael Stocks Esq. said he stood in the same situatioD 
with Mr. Rawson, he was an intruder, but he had not his 
modesty in making an apology for his intrusion. 

The Chairman said, the meeting was glad to see them, and 
would be happy to have the benefit of their assistance* 

Mr. Stocks expressed his wish that the proposal which had 
been read might lead to a permanent and amicable arrange- 
ment. 

Captain Lister.— Under the sanction of an Act of Pa^ 
liament* 

Mr. Stocks. — Certainly, that is what is intended: and I 
would have nothing left in the shape of tithes, but ]L woald 
wish to ask what is to become of the 1 100 acres of land alio^ 
ted to the Yicar under the several inplosure acts? Is he to 
have the £2000 a year and keep the land ? 

Chairman. — Nothing specific has been said on that subjectj 
but as the land has been awarded under the authority of pa^ 
liament, I pr^ume the present arrangement has no reference 
to it 

One Gentleman (we believe Mr. Waterhouse) observed, 
the land let only for £70 a year» 

Mr. Stocks said that was no criterion of its valne^ jfor 
there were 270 acres of land appropriated to the Vicai c^jf 
Halifax in the township of Ovenden, and within 1 J mile of 
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Halifax, which would, in 20 years, be worth 40s. an acre per 
annam, and he was confident there was free-stone in it worth 
£20fiOO. Indeed so impressed was he with this, that he onoe 
told the late Vicar, it might be made to produce £500 
a yeai'* He thought the sum of £2,000 a year ought to in- 
clude all the emoluments of the Vicar,' except surplice fees« 
** I never, (concluded Mr. Stocks,) met the present Vicar but 
once, which was at the first meeting in the Church, and his 
conduct was then such that I thought the parish ought not only 
to treat him handsomely, but liberally.^^ 

Mr. GooDALL asked if they wanted to get back the land 
already appropriated to the Vicar? To which Mr. Stocks 
replied •* yes." 

Mr. J. £. Ndrrts, the Solicitor of the Vicar, was then 
cent for to explain, on the part of the Vicar, what had been 
done, but he said he had no information to give on the sub- 
ject ; there was a delegation waiting, he believed, to be called 
in. Mr. Norris then withdrew, and the delegation, consisting 
of Mr. William John Norris, Mr. Wm. Mitchell, and Mr* 
Thomas Preston, entered the room. 

Mr. W. J. Norris said the meeting would be inform^Bd, 
from the resolutions which had been laid before them, of the 
general outline of the plan which had been proposed, and 
which, he trusted, would lead to a permanent adjustmeuty 
which would never after be disturbed. He was not prepared 
to state, in a formal or very business like manner, the nature 
of the interview with the Archbishop, bat he would state 
generally it was of the meet satisfactory nature, and hi^ 
"Grace had expressed hinfself disposed to give his authority and 
support to the arrangement which had been proposed, U^ 
extinguish all the Easter offerings, and all tithes, on th^ 
payment of £2000 a year. 

Mr. Wm. Mitchell said, he was afraid at one time the 
Archbishop would not be disposed to consent to a fixed 
and permanent money-payment, bat would insist on soine 
commutation which would adapt itself to the fluctuating m^ 
tore of money and land, but after reasoning the mi^tter with 
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them, be agreed to the arrangement they praposedL Titf 

anangement was to include the whole parish, and it was ifr> 

tended all payments to the Vicar, except sarplioe iees^ A^M 

be for ever extinguished* 

Mr. PiTCHFORTH. — What is become of the allotmeita 

granted to the Vicar from the enclosed townships; what aie 

they to pay towards the £2,000 a year ? 
Mr* Mitchell. — The inciosare acts did not release IhsM 

townships from the payment of Easter Oflferings, it only ex* 

tingnished what aie called the small tithes. 

Some misunderstanding having arisen, by applying to the 

Intended new Commutation Act, what had been said by Mn 

Mitchell respecting the continuance of the Ei^ster OSeili^ 
In the enclosed townships that Gentleman distinctly exphdbwd, 
that it was intended to extingoish Easter Offerings as well as 
small tithes, in all the townships ; and all payments wkididid 
not come nnder the denomination of surplice fees ; and thriy 
of coarse, those townships who had given land in lien cxf small 
tithes would have to pay a proportionably-less snm towardi 
the raising of the £2,000. He thought the catting off fitf 
ever all ground of dispute between the parish and the present, 
and all future Vicars, would be one of the greatest benefiti 
which could be conferred upon the parish, and it would give him 
unfeigned 6atis£Eu;tion, if he could be instrumental in bringing 
about so happy an arrangement. It would be a boditothi 
present, and ft benefit to all future generations. 

Mr. PiTCHFORTH. — Is the Vicar to have the land which 
has be^i already allotted to him ? 

Mr. Mitchell. — Undoubtedly. That land ha^ not beet 
given him for any thing intended to be done by the proposed 
Act; and the enclosed townships will have the advanttgl 
in having a smaller quota to raise. 

Captain Lister, Delegate for Shelf. — If the land were not 
given to redeem the Easter Offerings, I do not know for whAt 
purpose it was awarded, as the small tithes never belonged tf> 
the Vicarage, but belonged to the monastery of St. Lievis. 
The salary of the Vicar was then fifty marks a year : bnt tUs 
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fiayiiieiit being thought insnfllcieiit for his mainteuancey the 
viQiiagtery granted him the mortaaries and the tithes of calves 
and pigs, for which he was to pay a rent to the monastery of 
£4 13«. a year, which sam is still paid to the Crown. 
This was a decisive proof that the Vicarage had never been 
endowed witk the small tithes. 

Mr. Thomas Preston concurred in the view of the case 
which had been given by Mr. Mitchell. 

Mr. Oastlbb. — 1 should wish to know how the money is 
to be raised. 

Mr.. MiTCHKLL. — If the principle is agreed npon, tiiere will, 
I think, be little difficnlty in the details, and I think tiie money 
will be raised with great ease. The sum of £2,000 may appear 
large, — but, when apportioned among the diflSsrent townships 
of this extensive parish, the harden will be very light. I have 
Ihooght upon the subject, and have formed a plan in my head 
which. I think will remove all difficulty as to the mode of col- 
lecting the money, but in the present state of the business I 
do not think it useful to enter much into details. Mr. Mitchell 
farther added, that, after the proposed Act was obtained, the 
Vicar would not be entitled to any allotment of land, under 
any future enclosure which might take place. It would, he 
said, be necessary to consult the enclosed townships. 
. Christopher Rawson Esq. said, he thought it desirable, 
an arrangement should he made upon the basis f^hich had 
been proposed ; he regretted any difficulties had been sug- 
gested with respect io the former allotments. It would be 
a great advantage to have all ground of contention done away 
with for ever. In order to render the measore complete, he 
thought mortuaries should be included in the payments to be 
extinguished. 

The mention of mortuaries led to some conversation on ih% 
origin of this payment, which had been originally a voluntary 
donation, for the purpose of having the soul of a deceased 
relative prayed out of purgatory ; and it was contended, that, 
as this duty was no longer discharged in Protestant churches, 
the remuneration for it should cease also. 

H 
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Mr. G RERN WOOD wished the opinion of the delegates to be 
taken separately, as to their willingness to pay the Yfear 
£2fiOO a year. 

The CHAiRMA>r thought there were strong objections to 
taking their opinimis in tliat manner. 

Some conversation ensued on the expense of obtaining the 
Act of Parliament, and as to whom that expense should lie 
defrayed by. 

Mr. MiTCHKLL said, if it was an amicable bill, thef expense 
would be inconsiderable; Mr. Stocks said, it would be 
from £700 to £800, but he thought no difficulty would arise 
on this subject. 

Mr. NoBRis said, he had no doubt but the Vicar would he 
willing to contribute his fair proportion toward the expensew 

Mr. Mitchell, in reply to somd inquiries by Mr. Tamer 
(delegate for Warley,) as to whether the Vicar would bewilling 
to give up the surplice fees in the out-townships to the leepeo- 
tive ministers, who ought to derive some benefit firote the 
great augmentation of the revenues of the* Vioaiage, said, 
something ought to be left to the gener«Mrity of the Vksr, 
who, he had no doubt, would act liberally towards "his 
clei^. 

Mr. OastLbr. — I 1)elieve he will, if not advised to the 
contrary. 

Mr. Mitchell in conclusion added, if the nnetiiig^ wUied* 
to see the Vicar, he would be willing to give them ev^iy ei* 
planation in his power. 

It seemed to be the general feeling theie would he av 
indecorum in this, and the Vicar^s attendance was not- n- 
quested. 

Christopher Rawson Esq. then moved the following 
resolution, which was seconded by Mr. Swallow, the delegate 
for the township of Warley : 

^ It is the opinion of this meeting that the annual sua 
of £2,000 be paid to the Vicar, in lieu of all Easter dues, 
small tithes, and mortnaries.^^ 

Mr. Foster, of Wadsworth, thought they had no authority 
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to agree to any specific sam. They came there with full power 
to oppose the new claims, bat they were not prepared to expect 
the tarn which the meeting had taken. If the meeting of 
Mondi^ had 4Miit them word, they would have been prepared 
to do.any thing, l»ut as it was they were not enabled to do 
flu>re Hum oppose the Vicar^s new claims. 

The €njUBJf AN said they oame with fall powers. 

Mr* Foster maintdned, th^ xsame only with power to 
^fipo9ey and not to £x any sam. 

TlieClHAUUfAir having read the resolation, it was propoeed 
to ^adl over each township, and take the vote of each delegate, 
seriatim^ and Mr. Fostrr, the delegate of Erringden, as the 
first in the Bst, was called, who stated he had no authority 
from ills township to cononr in any such resolatton. Headded^ 
if the present proposition had been made earlier, the di&rent 
townships could have been consulted upon it. 

Several other of the delegates expressed themselves to the 
8ame«fiect, and there was a general feeling that, as acorn- 
promise -had not been contemplated by any of the townships, 
it was a jmbject on which the delegates were not juthorized 
to express any opinion. 

Mr. Stocks said, though he was only an intruder, he would, 
with th&eonsent of the meeting, move anameniment to the 
resolution, which might remove the difficulty. *< That thia 
meeting recommend to the difSsrent townships, that the sum 
of £2000 per annum should be paid to tlie Vicar in lien of 
Easter dues, small tithes, and mortuaries.^^ This amendment 
was -seconded by Mr. Edwards, of Pye Nest. 

Several of the dei^^ates stated, their powers w;ere limited 
to concerting the best mode of opposing the claims of the* 
Vicar, and they were not prepared to go so far as to voto for 
the amended resolution. 

Mr. Richard Oastleb. — I am extremely sorry some 
friendly proposal was not made by the Vicar^s friends atihe 
hist meeting ; if such had been the case, I have no doubt this 
business might have been brought to a speedj and satisfactory 
termination. We have since then called our townsmen toge- 
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ther to ask for fall poirerSy and we have received tbem ; My 
although this be the case, we know the sentiments of oar 
townsmen, and we should misrepresent them if we did not saj, 
to a man they consider the claim unjust and illegal^ and are 
bent upon resistance. I stand here also as the representative 
of one of the largest landholders in the parish, the sole pro- 
prietor in ihe township of Fixby — Thomas Thomhill, Esq. 
and I am most happy to say, he and his tenants have only one 
opinion on the subject, to pay the Vicar his just claims, but 
neither to pay nor compound for his new demands. Bat in 
order that I may not misrepresent Mr. Thomhiil^s wishes, he 
thM speak for himself. In one letter to me he observes, — 

** I agree to whatever mode they (meaning the del^ates) 
think best in raising the money to defend our rights; and I 
trust they will have the courage to try the case in every Coort 
in England before they give it up.^^ 

In another he observes, 
' ** I shall be perfectly satisfied whatever way our side think 
fit to raise the money. Of course I am ready to admit any 
fair and proper claim which the Vicar may not have received 
in full for Easter Of&rings, <&c. ; but when he sets up new 
demands, which never have been made before, then I would 
oppose him in every Court in York and London, and on no 
account would I have any one to attend to his circular notice. 
You had better say, — we are ready to pay what we have done 
before. If he makes any new demands, we will inform him 
whether we will accede to tbem or not.^^ 

Such then are my orders, and, I am happy to say, such is 
my opinion. If the Vicar and his friends think that part of Mr. 
Thomhiirs estate belongs to them, or Mr. Thomhill 
owes them any thing, let them deliver to me a list of what 
they should like to have, it shall be forwarded to the proper 
quarter, and in a few days they shall know whether it will be 
paid or not. We are quite sure the claims the Vicar has made 
against us are both illegal and unjust^ but if he has any juit 
claim against Fixby, let him make it — we are able and will- 
ing to pay him — and we have no wish to go petitioning 
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Parliameat to permit the Vicar to let us off. I am fully con- 
▼inoed the Vicar, if left to his own jadgment and incli- 
nation, wonld act very differently towards as. Who his 
advisers are I pretend not to say, bat they appear to me to be 
taking every means to make him disliked by his parishioners. 
From the knowledge I have of him I declare that, if left to 
himself, he is incapable of making such demands, and of al- 
lowing the parish to be treated with such contemptf as this 
day^s proceedings have nnfolded to as. Let as consider the 
drcamstanoes ander which we are assembled. At the last 
meeting held here, it was unanimously resolved to resist the 
Vicar*s claims ; we went back for new powers to o^^ixe the 
meantf of- this resistance; we received them; we are liere 
to consalt together for that purpose. What is the news we 
have heard from the Vicar since the last meeting? We have 
been called upon to compound or pay in kind ; was this likely 
to soften matters down ? I think not ; the Vicar^s name is 
attached to the document, I suppose to make us love bim ; 
bat what has been done since then ; on our part nothing:— we, 
who are the onanimously appointed delegates for the townships, 
have done nothing: — we had adjourned till this day, and 
have attended as we thought to ondertake the management of 
our own cause : — ^what simpletons were we; — ^we never dreamt 
the wise ones in Halifax, perceiving our utter inability 
and incapacity to manage and arrange this business would 
have kindly done it for us ; and, although the township of 
Halifax would not condescend to send any delegates kerey it 
was fully represented in the meeting at the Swan. The 
gentlemen who assembled tiiere are known to you all, and 
are highly respectable in their private capacities: — but 
really, if we may judge of them from their private labours for 
the public, we must not give them credit for all the wit in the 
world. They have worked hard, they have agreed the 
Vicar forsooth should have £2,000 a year — the Vicar has 
agreed to it also, nay even the Archbishop has, as we are 
informed^ made himself a party. How pretty all this lookf, 
the business seems to be quite settled ; the Bill may be on its 
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way to parliament for ought I know ; there is only one little 
arrangement to make — the money^ how is it k> be raised? 
This they qaite overlooked ; that part of the hnsiness is to be 
discussed by iw, and Mr« Mitchell has a nice ariangament 
hatching, when it is ready we shall have it served up as nieely 
as the dish we have had to day. I feel persuaded we shall 
provie to the Vicar's friends that we are fully aware ef the im- 
poffiance of our present situation, that we will not aaDO' 
tion any measure about which we have not been ennghlicdj 
and are determined to be a party in -every arrangemeni oil 
this subject. Our townships have confided in as, and wa 
will prove to them we deser\'e their confidence. I have 
heard the high-sounding names of great personage0,|^b|O am 
expected to take the field against us. Liet us prove to them 
we are resolved to stand firm, and let the wise and great 
ones see we have at least learnt one maxim^ — ^^ wnion is 
strength*'^'* One intention iu this trick is, no doubt, 
io divide us, but I feel confident we shall now only ad- 
here more closely together. There is one other obserratioB 
I would make ; it is impossible this meeting can act upon the 
word of any person; we must have some document signed by 
the Vicar, but where is it ? It has no existence. Remember 
how we have been before treated by the Vicar^^ friends. It 
is not long ago, since,at a public meeting in the Parish Ghnrdi, 
I copied from the dictation of Mr. Norris (the Vicar^s So- 
iicitor) in the presence of most of you the Vioar^s list of 
claims, which I lead over in the public meeting to Mr« NeujSi 
and he said, it was correct; and, ioi <it the very next meeU 
ing, which was Jield in this plaoe about ten days xifter^ we 
are told, neither the Vicar nor his Solicitor had any lliing to 
do with the list — but it was in point offset drawn up by 4hBt 
sound tiihe lawyer, Mr. Wul Priestley, the particular friend 
of the Vicar, who bad been studying the law of tithes assidu- 
ously for three or four years, and had at last stumbled upon one 
Toller, who had lokl him the Vicar of Halifax had a ri^ht to. 
all the items iu the list — and yet, after all this trouble and toiL 
poor Mr. Priestley has the mortification to see his labours^ lust 
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Mflowned, in one sliort week, by those whom it wag iiie«tilt0 
■enre. Are we then, after sach an instance- of dnplictty, t» 
litM ihe party withont the Yicar^s s^^atnvef I my, no; 
1 an^ penmaded yoa will say the tame. How eai^ it will be 
next tiaie to make a mistake about the whole of this nMttev, 
both about the Arehbisbop' and the Vicar, tiie 42,000 
m year, and the nice easy way of raisan^ the money. Let ns 
pr0ve we htetn from experience; having onoa been de- 
aeirdd, let ns guard i^aiusl it in future* Under these dn* 
iNUMManoes I should violate the confidence reposed in me^ if 
I'gttve my vole in favour of either of the propoaitiona noir 
hefi»re the meetinf • Besides, by placing onrsehres tn a po» 
twPB- of defBnoe> we shall be equally prepared to listen and 
attend to any propotsiticms whidi shall be submitted lo as in a 
mumiy and dk^ct manner. 

Mr. PiTCHFORTH Said he did not think all the blame rested 
mMNi* the friends of the Vicar; some portion of it he (hoaght 
belonged to himself, for he had heard the Vioar say he would 
«dte£l,A)a 

The CnjiHiiuii said the Archbisliop would not consent to 
the proeaediny for a less sunt than £2,000. 

Mr. OiSTLER thought the delegates had full power wMkonl 
belnif lafened back to the townships, and Mr Stoiks^a 
emendmcoi should be se firauned as not to be njanmhai 
Stood. 

M. Stock* Bsq., with the view of meeting the new dilBcaltiea 
wMeh had been suggested, re-modelled his asMBdaMnt as fol^- 
Iowa. ^ Thai: the delegalea return back to their townships to 
ehlain Ml powers to act accoiding to their diseration.^^ This 
fe-amendmenit having been seconded ; before it was put to the 
vote the Chairman enquired of the several d^egates the 
nature of the powers with which they had been invested, when 
it appeared tfie del^ates from eleven of the townships were 
only authorised to oppose, and not compromise^ Up<m 
ftis, Mr. Rawson thoi^t there was an absolute necessity for 
Mr. Stocks^s amendment. 

Mr. Turner proposed as a furtiieramendmCTt, — ^^ That the 
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new claims of the Vicar be resisted/^ This amenduiBnt m 
seconded by Mr. Pitchforth. 

M. Stocks Esq. said, as he had proposed his amendsMwt 
with the view of producing nnanimity, which it had fidied to 
do, he should beg leave to withdraw it. 

C. Rawson Esq. said, he shoald be sorry if a lesolation so 
little conciliatory as the last should be passed. He shoald 
therefore revive the amendment of Mr. Stooks, which wai 
seconded by Mr. Edwards; before this could he pot to the 
vote, another redolution was proposed to adjourn the meetliig 
for an hour, until the proposal made by the delegation ooaki 
receive the Vicar^s signature. This resolution, though duly 
seconded, fell to the ground, without being put to the votoi 

Mr. Oastlbr again presented himself to the meeting, and, 
after some observations which our limits will not allow us to 
repeat, read a number of resolutions, which embodied the spi- 
tem of warfare which it was proposed to maintain against the 
new claims of the Vicar. 

Mr. Turner, the delegate for Warley, requested leave to 
withdraw his motion for resistance, and to propose those reso- 
lutions which Mr. Oastler had read, — a propoffltioa whidi 
Mr. Pitchforth seconded. 

. Mr* Oastlbr said^ that could not be done, as he had moi 
made Ihem the property of the meeting by having proposed 
them ; he had no wish to have them adopted, but had oeiij 
read them to the meeting, in hopes the delegates would tvmi 
their attention to the subject, that at the next meeting sosm- 
thing definitive might be arranged. It would be better 
coolly to deliberate on a subject of such importpu»| aad 
not pass resolutions which had been hastily drawn up Iqr 
an individual; at the next meeting resolutions formed on 
them might be proposed ; for he considered it highly import* 
ant to shew the Vicar's party they were able to conduct their 
defence, .and they would always be better able to treat upgo 
the subject when they presented a bold and steady front. Mr. 
O. further stated the very moderate and reatonahle composi- 
tion now demanded by the Vicar would, in his township, 
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fUnoiiDt to exactly 26} times as much as the former Vkav ted 
ever received* He thought the best way would foe to adjoam. 

The Chairman then read the resolution originally proposed 
hy Mr. Stocks, ^'For the del^f^tes to return hoi^ie for fi|ll 
powers,'' when the resolutions of Mr. P§stler we)re ^ain pros? 
sed upon the attention of the meeting. Jn this dilemma, Mr* 
Rawson put, as a Qnal amendment, — U That this meeting 
dp adjourn to this day fortnight,'' which w^ seconded by Mr. 
9]SNRT Le£8 !^QWA9ps« and carrie4. with only a single 41^ 
senting voice. ' 

Thanks being voted to the Chairnian for his services in tfie 
qbair, tbe meeting separated soon after one o'clock. 

The following is a cppy of the resolutions read by Mrt 
Oastler z — 

1st. That being fully convinced the claim of th« Vicar of 
Halifax to Small Tithes^ is unjust and illegal^ we are deter-r 
mined to enter into no compromise or composition for ittti 

2ud. That we are resolved tq resist the payment of thQ 
Vicar's claims by all legal means that can be adopted^ 

St4* That a Pond, to the abovfi efi^t, and embodying as 
niuch as niay be necessary of the resolutions of this meeting, 
shall be imme4i&tely prepared by Mr. Stead, (to ie approve4 
pf by the solicitors of thp several townships,) for th%mgna^ 
tfire pf tliose persons who wish to unite with us in our oppor 
•ition to the Vicar^s claims. . 

4th. That Messrs. Lister, Goodall, and Dinns, bef^pppinte4 
a Committee tp forward and superintend the preparation of 
the Bond. 

. .5th. That a Central Committee shall he app<»nt<s<lf cpmpo- 
sed of a delegate from each township. 
. 6th. That a Local Committee shall be appointed in each 
township, for the purpose) of mi^naging and arranging the 
lousiness of the township, un^er the general superintendence 
pf the Central Committee. 

7tb. That the members of the Central Committee shall alsQ 
be niembers of their respective township's Local Comnn^tfie. 
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8l|u That the townships shall have the power of diaiii^iifv 
or le^Jeetisg, the members of the Local and Central ComnH- 
tees every six months. 

9th. That the Central Committee shall have the powe^ to 
order eontributions^ to receive and pay money, appoint their 
own solieiior, $ecretary^ and banker^ and generally to soper- 
intend and direct the whole proceedings. 

10th. That no new rule shall be made without the aanetton 
of a majority of all the Local Committees^ and of tlie Centnl 
Committee. 

11th. That the ddegates from the townships^ forming ttie 
Central Committee, shall be charged with the collection of the 
contribations in their respective townships^ and shall pay ih» 
same to the Central Committee. 

12th. That any person, who shall be in arrear in the pay- 
ment of his or her contribation, shall not be eoniddered as 
under the protection of this Association. 

13th. That, as soon as the Bond is prepared and signed,* 

a contribation of per acre, and per pair of stones 

in com mills shall be paid. 

I4th. That, at the first meeting of the Central Committee, 
a list shall be produced by the delegate from each towndiip, 
of all the proprietors and occupiers of land and mills in eich- 
tDwnship, particularly specifying the number of BCKMp and 
number of pair of stones in com mills, occupied by eadi; 
and also stating who have, and who have not^ signed the^ 
Bond. 

Ifth. That Ihe above lists, and the Bond, be depositod'' 
under the care of the Central Committee. 

16th. That the first meeting of the Central Comnnttee he 
held at this place, on the first Wednesday in Novemb^. 

17th. That, if any measure shall be tak^n by the Vicar, or 
his agents, for the purpose of enforcing his claim, before te 
Bond is prepared and signed^ the delegates at this meeting, 
from the township or townships where such proceedings may 
be commenced, are hereby authorised to take such defensive 
measures as, under the advice of their solicits, shall seem lM0t 
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Here then we have ^eeni another aitenipt to tmtnple airffae 
liberties of the Parish frustrated ; the party were again foiled, 
and the delegates, notwithstanding all the threats of their op- 
ponents, got over the 10th of October withont having been 
*• blown np." 

It has been frequently asserted by the Tieai^s friends, 
<^ How reasonable was Mr. Mnsgrave^s demand of £2,000 
*^ a year, when Mr. Oastler acknowledges the amount of his 
^< claims to be £40,000 a year*^ Jnst as if the Vicar had 
proved his right to them, and was actaally giving the Parish 
£38,000 per annum. That the enormous and unjust claims 
of the Vicar amount to mu»h more than £40,000 a year, 1 
have not the slightest doubt; I have no doubt likewise that 
Mr. Musgrave is well aware he is claiming more than any 
lawyer has given him the least hope of obtaining, and more 
than in his most sanguine moments he ever expects to recover ; 
he is no doubt advised to make this long list of claims, for the 
purpose of striking a good bargain, taking good care to lose 
nothing for want of asking. But, say the Ticar^s friends, 
<^ Mr. Oastler seemed wishful the Vicar should have £1500 
<Va year; there is not much difference, only £500 a year, 
*^ between the two sums : surely it is not worth while to throw 
<< the Parish into a state of commotion for years to come, on 
** accouat ot so trifling a sum.*^ 

Let us examine the two proposals, and perhaps we shall 
find more difference than many persons imagine. The origi- 
nal sum the Vicar seemed to want was £1,500 a year on 
his whole living. The latter proposal is £2,000 for Easter 
offerings, and what he calls his small tithes : on which prin- 
ciple, the Income of the Living wottld on a reasonable com- 
putation be as follows i^^ 

£. 

The above annual payment of • 7 • • • • • • • • 2000 

Mortuaries were not intended to be inclu- 
ded, say, ••••< ••••.•• 

Glebe Lands and Ground Rents •••••••• 120 

SarpUce Fees, &c. at least •••••••••••• 250 



I 100 



«. 


d. 
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What the Rents of the allotments of the"! £• «• d. 
enclosed Townships are I do not 
know, bat it will be fair in this cal- 
cnlatioli to estimate them in the same ^ 454 5 
proportion, as they woald have to 
pay, if they were parties to the pre- 
Hi arrangWnt,'which would V 



£^924 5 



Total amount of the Living per annom 4 • 2924 S 
Orifinai Proposition •••* 1500 

Difference 1424 5 d 

So that yon perceive there is a difference, not of jG500 oHly^ 
bat of neitrly £1500, a sum equal to the payment of twenty 
lk>or, honest, sincere. Curates. 

Let US exatkiine too, how and When this proposal was made^ 
^d by whom. I'he true history of the SL&it iras ndt divul- 
ged to the meeting of the lOth of October : bn the 24th th^ 
whole scheme was explained by the testimony of that highly 
irespectable individual, and staunch friend of the Chnrch of 
t)ngland, Mr. John Hodgson. 

* I i^eadily allo^, this ^iim is much more than the Inclosares 
or Allotments yieJd to the Vicar ; but it is fair in this ttateoieot 
to calculate the amount upon the same rates, which the other 
Townships are now asked to pay. Should this method be ob- 
jected to by the Vicni''s Party, what means all which has been 
said by the Professor of Arabic about the Inclosure Acts fof 
these Townships P — Has he not publicly endeavoured to prove, 
and make, a strong case out against the Parish, by quoting cer- 
tain passaged from the Acts, stating the claims of the Vicar of 
Halifax were thereby fully recognised and acknowledged ? What 
this means in Arabic I know not; but, in plain Englishj without 
any trick or deception, it amounts to this. — The Acts recognise 
X\\efull claims of the Vicah The Commissioners, acting under 
these Acts, were of course disinterested, sensible> clever, men, 
competent to judge of the i-eal and full value of these claims in 
the respective Townships ; aud, being bound by their oaths to 
do Justice between the Parties, they could uot, as honest men, 
be Supposed capable of giving One Farthing less than was the 
Vicai^syVi// due. The Professor says, the claims merejully 
recognised by the Acts of Parliament. I say, without fear of 
contradiction, tlie Commissioners, at honest, impartial, aensiblei 



Oh IcokiHg bvibt the natnes of the Gentleman on the Swan 
tiloinniitteey it will be self-evident the majority were composed 
of persons well known to be decidedly In favor of the Vicar ; 
this I believe will not be denied by themselves, and who 
were the GentWmen composing this majority ? That Ihey were 
nearly to a man most estimable ia their private life is beyond 
all doabt ; I am ready also to admit some of them have a g^reat 
stake in the tithe-qaestion. Bat when the situation of the 
t'arish at that time is considered, no one wnll hesitate in pro- 
nouncing their presumption and vanity excessive, and beyond 
precedent. Had not the Vicar already called his parishioners 
together ? Had not the different townships been called upon 
to appoint delegates, and send them to meet the Vicar, and 
settle this business? Had not the call been answered, and 
those delegates chosen } Nay! Had not the delegates alre^j 
entered on their duties ? These questions must be answered 
in tJhd affirmative; hence it follows, the services of those 
Gentlemen were not required* Did they think the delegates 
were getting into bad temper, or were not respectable, sen- 
sible, well educated, men, and consequently by no means equal 
to the task they had undertaken ? Perhaps they might. So I 
toy goiMi tempered, my respectable, my sensible, my well 
educated. Friends of the Swan, you took us all for maddling 
fools did you ? Pray how ! W hat better temper^ better blood, 

Bien, must have gifeu tijull equivalent in the Allotments under 
their respective Indosures. If these Acts of Parliament, and 
proceedings of Commissioners acting upon oath under their 
authority, mean any thing, it is simply this : — If the Vicar seeks 
for an arrangement with the whole Parish, and his Parishioners 
should be disposed to acknowledge their /iabilUi/, here is a basis 
laid down for a settlement sanctioned by Act of Parliament ; 
yet, with these agreements in their hands, they say <£2500 a 
year isonly a reasonable arrangement, a trifling acknowledgment 
— Is it not nearly nine times as much as Sworn Commissioners, 
acting disinterestedly under the authority of an Act of Parlia- 
ment, have thought it their duty to award ? — Is not even <£'2O0O 
a year about six times as much as the same Commissioners 
would have awarded ? yet we are a "paroel of Radicals/' because 
we i*esist such extortion ! 

» Oh sbane wben ii tby blush !»' 
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better sense, better edacation, can yon sbcyw, thaa tiiefle|ioor 
des p ised ragabrash radicals of deleg^ates ? 

*• Ton might as well think tigen will not hit«> 
And tiy to wash the tawny Bthiop wbiti^ 
At try to prove yoa ba?e raperior tense, 
To birth or wisdom yoa'? e no just pretence.'^ 

And what, even if yoa could prove yoar saperlority over ns? 

Had we not been regularly appointed the representatives of 

our townships ? If we were as poor and mean as Lazans, 

what is that to yont We were delegated to manage the 

business. Nay, we were indeed. Now donH be oflfended 

with tlie truth ! Fools as we were, we were actnally toub 

REPRESENTATIVES ! ! It secms then, whatever qualification we 

were short of, like a great many better bred fotki than oar. 

selves we were fond of office ; we might perhaps be a little 

dizzy by our high elevation, but we were not going to be 

^ humbugged^ out of our honours by your worthy selves. 

*< And what are birth, or titlet, wealth, or fame f 
And what it hoootir, bnt an empty nauM f 
The Idle fool oft wa ki in empty ttate: 
The nobly-poor turpast (he meanly-great.'' 

Bat say yon, ^we had your chairman Colonel Dearden, 
^ and your friends Messrs. Stansfield, Stocks, Btiggs, &c.^^ 
Aye so yoa bad, and why were they invited think yon t To 
cover your case ! You well knew your own dear selves 
constituted a large majority : let what could be proposed by 
our friends, yoa knew you would out vote them, and carrg 
your own measures in spite of them. 

Did you inform Colonel Dearden, or any of onr friends, 
who were with yoa at the Swan Inn, you intended the Vicar 
to have £2,000 a year ? Did you inform them the Archbishop 
was to be made a party to the arrangement, before the dele* 
gates knew any thing abont it? These are material points, 
which our friends ought to have been consulted about; it is 
evident however, you only had them with you, in order that 
hereafter you might use their names, and make yoar proceedings 
have something like the appearance of fairness. DonH yoa 
remember when one of our friends dared to hint to yonr 
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worships abont the del^ates beings consalted, one of your 
own deer selves was indignant, and repHed in a most 0on- 
temptaons tone : ^^ Phoo ! what have we to do with the dele- 
gates?^' I donU intend to tell yoa who it was; yoa may guess* 
Weil ! yon soon determined the V iear had not money 
enough to sapport his important station in the Parish^ When 
yon made this discovery, did not you blnsh for your conduct 
to Dr. Coulthnrst and Mr. Knight ? Surely the Parish is not 
under greater obligation to Mr. Musgrave, than it was to 
those two long-tried faithful christian Vicars ! Did not they 
occupy as elevated a station in the Parish, as the pres^it 
VicMT? Were they not as wise, as noble, as exemplary in 
every christian virtue, as Mr. Musgrave ? Why then did you 
not bestir yourselves long ago, to serve those excellent men ? 
Yon will say no doubt, because they were quiet harmless 
good-natured m^i, who did not like to trouble the Parish ; 
Mr. Musgrave seems determined to get what be can. So yon 
would not help those, who wished to live in peace, but yon 
will volunteer your serviciiMbr one, who is bent upon getting 
all he can, << at all costs and all inconvenience.^ So much 
for your pure charity, and love of piety and worth. .If yoii 
had made the same resolve for Dr. G. or Mr. K. it wonld hav^ 
redounded to your honour : in this case Mr. Musgrave wonH 
thank you, for your apparent generosity is evidently the off> 
fiipring of Fbar. 

<• *Twat Fear dioteted aU 70a did or «ad.>* 

You did not intend the Vicar io have £2,000 a year, at least 
you taid you did not. Yon sent a deputation down to thd 
Vicarage, composed of throe friends of oars and three of you^ 
own, this is true, is it not? And your orders to this depnta^ 
ti<m were to ask the Vicar, if he would take £1,^00 a year^ 
on no consid^ati<m inhere they to exceed £1600. Now this is 
M true, is it not ? Notkitig more than j ust to ask this questi^m, 
and come away. If there were any secret orders given to your 
party in the depotaticm, I know not ; our friends knew nothing 
abont £2,000, to be given ^ nothing about going off to th6 
ArdiMshop. This was 4Edl news to them. 
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Well now, let qb see how the matter works al the 
Vioara^e. The depatation arrive; they teU the Vkaur 
their object ; he aeskiB for his lawyer, and,, when he .laakei 
his appearance, the bargaining begins. I would williag- 
ly have walked barefoot many miles to have witnened 
sach a scene. There were the Vicar of Halifax and his 
profound Lawyer on one side, on the other side the Par* 
ish of Halifax, represented principally, as I am informed, on 
that occasion by that notable champion of the Chnrdi Mr. 
John Hodgson (a very eminent and honest Miller), assisted 
by that real, well-bred, and high-spirited. Gentleman, Mr. 
Thomas Preston, about whom, before my little book. is 
finished, I shall have occasion to say two or three little 
things. But as I know he is at times, and has been for about 
20 years, troubled with a bad pain on a given spot, somewhere, 
I feel inclined to say little at present ; besides, on this oocsp 
sion, the worthy Miller and the profound Lawyer were the 
Heroes of the Scene.' 

J fancy I hear the Miller begin : ^ Well, Cousin ; yon 
** know we had a meeting at t'Swan, and so weVe oone down 
«« to V Vicar to offer him £1 ,500 a year ; for we think it h'd 
<^ better be settled so, than go to Law.^^ — To whidi, if's quite 
clear, the Lawyer would answer : — ^^^ Oh ! Cousin, yon cannot 
f^ for a moment think of such a trifling sum for suck demaauU* 
*^ No ! No ! / am sure you are all Gentlemen ; yon cannot 
*^ think £2,500 too much ; consider the claims are said to be 
*^ £40,000 a year ; you never can think the small acknowk^- 
*^ ment of £2,500 too much ; I am sure the Parish will thanl^ 
f* you, if you get them off for that.^* The Miller would of 
course oonsqlt his colleagues. Three, as I am informed, re» 
mained steady to their orders from the Swan, and would not 
move a peg beyond the £1,600. What was to be done? the 
Iiawyer seemed indexible. I know not that the Vicar spoke. 
At last the Miller, who knows well how to close a bargain 
V^hen bis mind is made up, tried a last effort, and saeoeeded* 
^^Well* come. Cousin, let^s have no more bother about it; 
flit's no use making so many w^ords over a bai^ain; Vt^ 
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*^ been talking to my two friends here, and we've made oni^ 
** minds np what weMl give." — The Lawyer was not going ti 
be treated in this way ; he fixed, no doubt, his eye npon hiii 
Client ; then, with a piercing glance, he dived into the Cran- 
lam of his Coiisin ; he saw he would not yield ; and, jast as 
bis Cousin said ^ WeUl give — ", he again reminded him of 
the, tremendous amount of the claims, the certainty of the 
Yicar succeeding, the thanks they would receive from th^ 
Parish, and lastly, they were Gentlemen^ and ought to consi- 
der they were treating with a gentleman. — Give the Millef 
his due! He was unmoved by all his Cousin^s Eloquence, and 
added, ^< now Cousin ifs no use talking, for I Ve made my 
** mind up, if you'll split f diffeience^ we'll give it you ; I 
^ always like to split and divide when | make a bargain, 86 
*' weMl give you £2,000 if you please, not one penny more 
<* If yon talk till doomsday.^' It was enough to mak^ 
the Vicar laugh, io see the earnestness of the Miller, and well 
might he smile when he saw his £2^000 as good as in Ml 
pocket. At this moment the destiny of Halifax was In an 
even poise, the balance was hung, three suspended at eeoA 
end ; the Lawyer saw the die was cast; no more than .£2,000 
would his cousin give ; he leaped into his cousin's scales, an4 
by his pondrous weight the beam was kicked ; and our three 
frieods were accounted as nothing. Well! the thing cannot be^ 
helped ; so home they trudged ; and some went to repoit theii^ 
progress at the Swan. The Committee were separated, cmly 
a few left ; the tale was all retold ; the Miller praised beycmd 
the skies for having broken their orders; they soon wait 
home to tell their wives ; never did they eater their houses 
with more glee \ oh ! how they rubbed their hands, 
laughed, and bragged. <^ Well, (said they,) we have got 
<< the thing settled ; the Vicar is to have £2,000 a year ; it is 
** all settled, he has agreed to it, and gone off to the Aroii^ 
<^ bishop ; there's no doubt he will be satisfied ; the Vicar will 
<* be back on Wednesday morning ; the delegates will never 
« think of flying in the face of the Archbishop ; so the thing" 
^^ Is just as good as settled now.'* And it was true enough} 
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9tnage as it may appear, the Vicar was actially gone off to 
fiishopthorpe ; Aye and his Lawyer with him too ! how this 
was arranged, I don^t know, it was not mentioned to oar 
fri^ids at the Swan. I coold easily helieve the Vicar and the 
Lawyer would be anxioos to have the bargain clendied. — 
I shoold fancy no Vicar could have arranged a tale out of 
•Qch materials, fit for an Aichbishop^s ears; hence the great 
need that both should go. 

. 'Twas Monday night, and off they posted ; when they a^ 
rived at Bishopthorpe, they learned his Grace was at Scuino^; 
they posted <Hiwards in more than wedding-haste; they ar- 
rived ; they waited upon his Grace, who hears their statement, 
and promises to use his influence to induce the Ciown to 
accede to the arrangement* 

On Wednesday morning they returned to Halifax, ready 
to tell the delegates what pains and labour they had Ukea to 
do without their hdp, — they had only left one little joh for 
them, i. e. ia raise the monep. 

Bat here a very serious question must be asked, and must 
he answered too. What was the nature of the commnniei- 
tion made to his Grace the Archbishop of York, by the Viear 
#f Halifax and his Solicitor, to which his Grace replied.— 
^ The Archbishop approves of this arrangement, and will use 
^ his best influence to induce the Crown to accede to it ?^* It 
is thought a man so highly exalted, so universally esteemed, 
and so justly revered, as the Archbishop of York, could not 
have been persuaded to have noticed, much less to have be- 
come a party to this arrangement, if the real circumstances of 
the case had been communicated to his Grace. 
. The delegates have a strong conviction, the Archbishop 
has been deceived by the Vicar of Halifax or his Solicitor, 
How can we think otherwise ? Suppose the Vicar or his Solids 
tor to have addressed the Archbishop in the language of inttkf 
and have said i <' May it please your Grace, 

*^ You are already informed the Vicar of 
^ Halifax has made a claim on his parishioners for the amali 
^^tithes in the Parish, and requested his parishioners to meet 
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** him on the subject ; that the diflferent townships have ac- 
<< Gordmgly appoiuted three delegates each, to manage tho 
^^basiness for them; that those delegates have m6t, and 
^ ananimoasly determined to resist the claims ; and that an- 
^ other meeting of the same delegates will be holden to-mor- 
" row (the 10th of October.) 

<^ The Vicar and his Solicitor have now the honor to inform 
<< yoar Grace, that yesterday seventeen Gentlemen, having been 
<* called together by an anonymous notice, met at the Swan Inn. 
<^ in Hali£Ea, and after talking the matter over they determine^ 
^ to send six of their number to ask the Vicar if he would take, 
<< £1,500 a year, or at most £1,600, in lien of all demands for 
<< £aster offerings and tithes ; that those Gentlemen having ar- 
^' rived at the Vicarage, the Vicar sent for his Solicitor, who 
<^ demanded £2,500 a year ; that the said six Gentlemen, thu^ 
^< deputed by an unauthorized Committee, differed amongst 
^< themselves, one standing firm to £1,500, another to his ut- 
^< most limit £1^600, and so on: after much altercation how- 
^< ever, one of the Gentlemen, a cousin of the SoUcittfr^s, a 
<^ very respectable Miller in the Parish, being heartily tired 
^ of making so many words about a bargain, luckily Ut npon 
^ the common-place, old fashioned, tradesman-like, expedient 
<^ of ^^ splitting the difference/' The Solicitor was overcome, 
^ or out-witted, by the cunning craftiness of the Miller ; and, 
^^ finding his cousin was too many for him, and would 
<^ not give a farthing more, ^reed to take his offer of £2,000 
** a year for the Vicar. 

«* Your Grace will please particularly to observe this sum 
<< of £2,000 a year will have to be paid by 100,000 individuals, 
M who know nqthing whatever of this arrangement ; but who 
<^ have, as your Grace has already been informed, authorised 
<* and appointed other persons to arrange and settle this matter 
^< for them. Your Grace will also please to remember those 
^^ persons so authorised have not been consulted^ nor are they 
<^ in the least aware such an arrangement has been made ; on 
f ^ the contrary ^hey are expected in Halifax to-morrow, for 
f ^ the purpose of prpsecuting their resistancct 
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<^ Yoar Grace will also please not to forget, that even the 
^< onaathorised Committee, who sent the deputation to the 
*< Vicar, have no knowledge of the bargain made by the Mil- 
^ ler and the Solicitor, and oat of the six G^tlemen, who 
'* composed that deputation, three at least strenoosly opposed 
*<a larger sum than £1,600, and are nnwiUing any more 
<< shoald be allowed. 

^ Your Grace will no doubt at once perceive the propiiety 
** of the Vicar^s agreeing io the proposal, and will approve of 
<< the answer he has given, * I shall be happy to use my best 
*^ endeavours to facilitate such an arrangement.^ 

*' The Vicar has thought it incumbent upon him and bin 
<' paramount duty, to travel post night and day with his Soli- 
^' citor, in order to inform your Grace that three or four per- 
<< sons, out of a population of at least 100,000, have made a 
<' proposal that he shall from henceforward receive £2,000 a 
<' year, out of the pockets of the said 100,000 inhabitants, who 
*' know nothing about the business, but have hitherto shewn 
*' every disposition to resist the claims, on which the proposal 
<< of £2,000 a year is founded. 

'^ The Vicar therefore now, as is his bounden duty, most 
<' humbly prays your Grace will grant your high sanction and 
^ approbation to a contract, which will confer so much com- 
'* fort on the Vicar, and which in all human probability wilt 
'^ be indignantly rejected (considering all the circumstances 
^' of the case,) by at least 99 out of every 100 of his parii^- 
** i oners." 

This was the true state of the case without any colouring; 
if any other tale were told, the Archbishop was deceived; 
Who will believe his Grace the Archbishop of York would 
have given his sanction to such an arrangement ? 

But was there no point to gain in this deep manoeuvre? I 
verily believe there was. The Archbishop'^s name has be^ 
much used by the Vicar^s party in this afiair, he is said to 
have taken no step without the sanction and advice of his 
Grace. This all looks very smooth, but I shall be difficult 
to persuade that such a man, as the Archbishop pf York, 
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would approve of all which has been done, if he were rightly 
informed of the Facts of the case. I am no flatterer : I have 
had some little opportunity of knowing what sort of a man 
oar Archbishop is ; I would as soon believe black u whiUy 
as that his Grace woald pretend to decide a question between 
one and 100,000 individuals without hearing both sides. Every 
action of his life proves him to be one of the brightest oma- 
meuts of the excellent Church, of which he is one of the high- 
ets dignataries. He is remarkable for the most amiable and 
estimable qualities as a husband, a father, and a master. He 
is indeed *^one that ruleth well his own house." His kind. 
and affectionate behaviour to the Poor is proverbial. I have 
seen him visiting the cottages of the Poor in Bishopthorpe, 
the bearer of glad tidings to the inmates ; I have heard the 
cottagers, in speaking of his Grace and his family, exclaim. 
*^ They are all angels, and they are always planning some- 
*< thing for oar good." I have more than once been present, 
when his Grace has met his family in his private chapel ; and, 
before he has commenced the solemn office of family prayer, 
observed him cast his eye around; if any were absent, he 
would send for them, and wait their arrival ; and, when he 
has pronounced the benediction, his countenance has expres- 
sed the feelings of his soul ; it was evident he did indeed to 
every individual say ^^ God bless yon ;" 

. » ** His eyei diffoied a ?eiierable grace, 

And charity itself was in his faee»" 

I never heard his servants speak of him but as a father ; his 

palace is the seat of piety, happiness, and peace; the 

master of it is indeed ^ given to hospitality.^^ It is many 

years since I was there; the happiness I experienced will not 

be forgotten ; the good impressions made on my mind then 

have not been eflaced. The conduct of such a man is beyond 

all praise ; I thought then, and I think now, Happy is the 

Province, which has such an Archbishop! Happy is the 

Church, which has such an ornament ! Happy is the Wife, 

who has such a Husband ! Happy are the Children, who have 

such a Father! Yea, Happy are all those, who can boast of 
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Miofa a Master ! He lives to [make ail liappy, wheieYer lie 
goes! 

Never tlien can I believe such a man woald diieet smI 
sanction the late proceedings, adopted by tlie Vicar of Hali&x 
and his party ; it woald be no other than loiding his high 
name to support the cause of tyranny and deceit in its worst 
form. Where is the man, who knows his Grace, and does 
not say, ^^ it t« a foul calumnyJ*^ 

There might be an intention to give his Grace a bad c^iniai 
of us, in order to lead him to use his influence against ns; 
there might be an idea we should be so bewildered by the 
movements of the Vicar^s party, that we could not determine 
on one mode of procedure; consequently we most divide ^ 
then we should be an easy conquest. The whole thing wai 
badly timed. 

The Vicar^s Circular had already shut the door to any ar- 
rangement* We found we must either pay or compound, 
which we were determined not to do ; the very means, ased 
to frighten us, armed us against every attack open or covered. 
We were astonished and perplexed at the Meeting, we readily 
allowed ; our determination not to adopt any hasty or unad- 
vised measures we proved, by adjourning for 14 days; our 
resolution to set ourselves decidedly against the interfesenoe 
of the Swan Committee was evident from all that passed. The 
trick was discovered, the charm broken, the snare avoided, 
we remained free and undivided. 

After this signid defeat the party were desperate beyond 
precedent; and, finding the Archbishop's name had done 
them no service, they were resolved to play a still higher 
game : in the plenitude of their pride and malice they even 
dared to use the name of our Good King;* and threatened ns, 
if we did not yield, the King would take the field against as. 
Vain hope indeed ! 

*'9Vm he be glass, wherein peu cam disoeia 
Autbority for sio, warrant for biamef 
To privilege dishonour in hia nanoe V 

* The King is Patron of the Vicarage of Halifox. 
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** For Princes are the glass, the school, the hookf 
Where subjects' eyes do leaniy do read, do look.'' 

\yhat ! try to frighten the men of Halifax Parish, hy saying 
the King of England, George the 4th, would lend his name 
or aid to deprive them of their rights, and give their property 
to a priest ? Oh no ! they know their King, they love him 
too ; all the priests in Christendom conld never make him a 
Tyrant. 

** Can. tyrant folly lark In gentle hreastt? 
Or Kiags be breakers of their own behesi V* 

We do rejoice, we will rejoice, that the King is patron of the 
Living. 

The Party soon discovered this trick woald never serve 
their purpose : the mention of the King^s name only raised 
our hopes: we knew he was just, and would never allow his 
name or his power to he used, t» crush his loyal people and 
deprive them of their rights. Thank Heaven ! our King 
proves he reigns for the good of his people : in him the peo- 
ple can always confide ; 

•'God save the King." 

Finding all their efforts to terrify the parishioners into sub* 
mission prove unavailing, they now resolved upon another 
plan. They turned their malice and rage against the ** Hxby 
Servant.^* ^' He must, he can, he shall be silenced and put 
down,^^ say they. The dying embers of their wit and inge- 
nuity are raked together, lighted by the torch of hatred and 
revenge. 

** Revenge and fary cheer their fainting bands, 
Each noble weapon faHs ignoble hands." 

The '^ Suffragan^' is now called to aid and assist ; he who is in 
<* council wise.^^ Deep schemes and plottings now begin. The 
<^ Squire*^ must be coaxed and humbugged, and the <^ ServanV^ 
cast adrift. After many turns and shifts and foolish argu-« 
ments in this worse than Turkish Divan, the ^^ Suffragan^' be* 
gins: <^He must be silenced; I know him well; if his 
^^ master^orders his silence, we shall be vexed no more with 
'^ his noise. The Squire is a true friend to the Chnroh of 
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** England ; the servant is its worst enemy ; this 1 hare lonf 
*' known and proved it too. The Squire knows nothing of 
<^ the *' Agenrs'^ proceedings ; we^U let him know, and soon 
^ have done with his prating servants noise/' 

<< Yoar Brother knows the Sqnire, does he not. Vicar?*' 
^ Oh yes ! qaite well, and intimately/^ <^ Send him io kis 
** friend : but mind how yon proceed ; he is a shrewd and sen- 
*^ sible man ; first, blind him with compliments ; then ^ cnuB^* 
'^ him with law. The Professor's a good hand, yon know he 
<< is. Vicar. Then ask as a great favor, that the Squire would 
^ agree to the compromise; and, after all, jast hint, (by a kind 
*^ of side wind,) how insolent and plaguy his servant has 
^ been. Kow, Vicar, I tell yon plainly I know the parties; 
^and, as sure as I'm a Priest, if the Professor minds his 
^< points and tacks all well together, the Squire^s ^ hnmbugged,'' 
*^ and the servant's sare to be discharged, then our point is 
** gained.'* 

** No spark of generous fire was In Ms soal. 
Ingratitude reigned there witboot conlroal.^ 

To such arguments as these, who would not yield t Tiie 
hopes of the party again revive, and they 

*' Trodge homeward merrily." 

Dispatches are instantly forwarded to the Professor, special 
orders are drawn up in exact accordance with the suggesti^^ 
of the ^^ Suifragan.'* The Professor posts off loaded with 
compliments, cases, opinions, and some good hints about the 
^' noisy servant," to Newmarket, where he finds his old and 
*^ intimate friend the Squire.^' Now he brings all his elo- 
quence, and cunning craftiness, to bear upon ^^ his friend*^ 
" The Fox attempts the Forest King to cheat. 
The noble Lion spurns at all deceit.*' 

He tells him his brother, (the Vicar of Halifax,) has just fbnod 
out that HE (the Squire) is the greatest proprietor in the Parish: 
he has come on purpose to pay him a compliment, and ask if he 
will consent to a compromise: he reads the law cases and 
opinions, and tells him all about it. Th<^ Squire listens with 
attention; then, like a man who knows the world and has 
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resolved he never will be ^^ hnmba^ed,** told the Profess^ 
his brother^s complaint was ralher late ; he had been too long 
at Newmarket to take all he said for granted : he might de>- 
pend apon his opposition to the last : he would never pay 
more than he had done, unless compelled to do so, and he 
hoped every man in the Parish would do the same. 

The Professor went away, as I am informed, most terriMy 
^ vexed^* he had not been able to '^ humbug the Squire,^* ^nor 
silence the <* brawler/^ 

But the CREAM of the Joke is, the << Squire*^ never saw his 
^* intimate friend^^ the Professor, before he called at Newmar- 
ket, 15th of October, 1827 ! ! ! 

Had they known the real character of my Master, Thomas 
Thomhill, Esquire, they would never have tried to cant and 
compliment him, and then bewilder him with Law. He is too 
wise to be taken in such a flimsy snare, — he hates fraud 
and trick and deception^ and can detect it with a glance. 
Well ! it canH be helped : theyVe done their best, and still 
the '^ Squire^^ wonH compound. 

Their asserting, their denying, their scheming, , 4heir 
contriving, their plotting, their threatening, th^ir com- 
plimenting, and cramming, are all quite unavailing. — 
There^s now no plan left but one. There is no battery 
left, no weapon of attack, but this. << Oh !*^ say they, (in 
the anguish of despair,) *^ we now will shew our contempt 
of our opponents by showering on them vollies of the most 
opprobrious epithets of the basest of mankind.^* 

Now were the Delegates and their party insulted by such 
terms as these, ^* Trash, Madmen, Radicals, Fools, Rabble, 
*« Blackguards, Enemies of the Church and of Religion, Dis- 
^^ affected Knaves,^^ Ac. See. 

By whom was all this ranting abase propagated ? By men 
nominally embarked- in defence of Religion, but virtually to 
subvert the rights of their neighbours; to b^^ile them by 
&lsehood, rant, and every species Of deception : by men pie- 
tending to have characters for respectability and piety. By 

L 
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WMH towards men, who are in every way their eqvali iff 
birth, property, leapeotabiiity, and loyally. 

^ Ok bow art Um; foUeo eteo ia tbetr owa ettces I'* 

On Taesday Evening, 23rd of October, a meetiaif of the 
delegates took place at the White Lion, in order to arranfo 
the baeinesa for the adjourned meeting on the following 
morning. At this meeting the resolations, intended to he 
proposed, were discussed arranged and determined on, -so 
as to meet the views of the different townships. There was a 
fall attendance of delegates. It was resolved I shoold pro- 
pose the resolations in the meeting on Wednesday mominf ; 
The proceedings of this meeting I extract almost entirely 
from the Leeds Mercury of 27th October, as follows : — 

On Wednesday, the third Meeting of the del^atas froil' 
the diffiairent townships interested in opposing the new dains 
6f the Vicar, was held at Halifax. The delegates assembled 
at the Magistrates' Room, but it being saggesled that tt0 
Coart of Requests was bettef adapted for hearing the speak* 
ers, the motion of adjournment to that place was put and 
carried. The Chair was taken by Colonel Dn^nnEN, aboat 
20 minutes before 1 1 o'clock. 

Colonel Drardbn opened the business, by calling orer 
the names of the respective townships, 18 in number, for the 
purpose of ascertaining that they had each a representative 
present; The deputies having answered to this oall^ ths 
Chairman said, << Gentlemen, at our last meeting there was 
a new proposal laid before it, the object of which was to ef^ 
feet a compromise, and which I will state to you in the very 
words of the resolution of whidi it formed a part i — 

^ Will the Vicar consent to join in an application to Parlia^' 
" mentj for an act to commute for ever the Vicarial Tiikee and' 
^ Eaeter offerings, on receiving the annual sum of in 

<^ lieu of the same; and also forward this proponiion to ike 
'< Crown, as patron, and to his Chrace the Archbishop of Ymkf 
^^ aa diocesan, and afterwards communicate the resuU to thi 
^^JChairman of this MeetingJ^^ 
I ought to state to you that the sum of £2,000 was not in the 
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.resolvtiimy when the depati^on vreited qpon the Viearf bat 
tlie blank was £iled op with tbat Sam, at the Vicar^a. To tUfi 
|>ropQsitioii, the Vicar returned ibe following answer i—- 

* / shall be happy to use my best efforts to facilitate atidk an 
* -arrangement.^ 

I must confess, (continued the Chairman,) that when the pio^ 
pesal was first made at the meeting at the Swan, I oonsideifi4 
it more in the light of a question to be put to the Vicar, to as- 
certain whether a compromise was practicable, than as a dis^ 
tinct and definite proposition to bind the Parish. . However, 
the Vicar, accompanied by his attorney, went off immedoiteiy 
to consult the Archbishop ; but of this step I knew ijiothing 
until afterwards. This proposal met with the approbatidii of 
liis Qrace whose answer is giv^n in the following terms : — • 

^ The Archbishop approves of this arrangement^ and wM 
^ use his best influence to induce the Crcfwn to accede to U^ 
At the last meeting, this proposition came upon the meeting 
by surprise, and there were few of the delegates who were pre* 
pared to gii^e an opinion upon it* We have now had time fot 
consideration, and can discuss the subject with coolness and 
temper. For my own part, I am favorable to an amicable jul- 
jnstment with the Vicar, but without compromising the rights 
of the Parish, and I shall be glad if this meeting would adopt 
such resolutions as would put the matter in a train for an ami- 
oable arrangement^' The Chairman, in condusion, said, he 
had thought it right to give these explanations, that every de- 
legate who was present miglit know under what circunustances 
they were assembled. > r , 

Mr. Oastlrr. — ^ Before the meetiag proceeds to buaiitiess, 
I propose the delegates be placed in a station where they will 
)ie known to be such, as the business of Uie meeting must be 
decided by their votes. I do not say this for the purpose of 
excluding any person whatever frpm the meetings; I wish for 
publicity, and would throw the doors open to all the world ; 
bat, as a deputed body, the del^pates should be careful thflEt 
no unauthorised persons exercised their rights.'* 
> Mr. PircaFORTH aecsondedilhispropositiont' 
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M. Stocks, Esq.— *^ If this motion isoarried rmurt retinu 
Ibave a large stake in the Parish, and have as deep an interest 
in the qneslion as any individual in the meetings bat I an not 
delegated by any body; I represent only my own interests.^ 
Mr. Oastler said, if it were a meeting of proprietors Mr. 
8.*s reasoning would be good* Mr. Stocks is already re- 
presented by the delegates from his township. He did not, 
however, wish to escclnde any person, his object was to allow 
none bnt delegates to vote. 

Mr. Stocks said, he was not at all represented by the de- 
legates from his town^ip, who had a diJBferent opinion on tto 
subject to himself. 

Mr. Oastler.^—^* If Mr. S. is not represented by the dele- 
gates, of coarse he mast remain unrepresented here, tiiif 
being a meeting of delegates and not of proprietors.^* 

Mr. Stocks — ^* With respect to voting, he should not htvt 
thought of such a thing; but all difBcnity might be removed 
by the delegates expressing their assent and dissent by writiDf 
their names. If Mr. Oastler had been as much aocnstomedto 
public business as I am, be would have know that it is always 
the regular way to take the votes in writing.*^ 

Mr. Oastler. — ^ I was not aware of that — I am only i 
novice in these matters.^^ 
- Mr. Stocks. — ** I shall be glad to teach you.^* 

Mr. Oastler. — ** Thank you Sir, I hope you will find ne 
an apt scholar.** 

Chairman. — <^ I will take care no person who is not a dele- 
gate shall vote.^* 

Mr. Oastler. — ^ That is all I wish. Colonel; I am quite 
satisfied.^* 

Mr. Oastler. — *^ Mr. Chairman, are we to understand 
the communication you have made in the light of a no- 
tion to be taken up and disposed of by the meeting ?** 

Chairman. — *^ No, I do not intend it as a motion; I mere- 
ly threw it out for the consideration of the meeting, and as a 
reason for the last adjournment.** 
Mr. Oastler. — *^ As the chairman has told as, there is no 
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tHiilst I submit to your oonaderation a series of resolations. 
It may appear extremely strange, an bumble individual^ lik^ 
myself, should take so prominent a share in the proceedings, 
and present himself so often before yoa : I know it has been 
said by some of the friends of the Vicar, I am exceedingly 
oat of my plaee in taking so active a part as I have done. 
My apology is this; I have been eleoted by the towndiip 
of Fixby, one of their delegates ;~-^I also represent Mr. 
Thorahill, one of the greatest land-proprietors in the par- 
ish ; — and, on the present occasion, I am requested by a great 
many of the delegates, not only to move the resolutions, 
which I am abottt to submit to the consideration of the meet- 
Ing, but to express the feeling they have of the manner in 
which they have been treated ; and particularly to state, they 
considered the pcivate meeting at the Swan Inn, at which the 
persons assembled went so far as to oifer the Vicar £2,000 a 
year, and to obtain the concurrence of the Archbishop, in no 
other light, than as a. direct infringement on the rights of the 
{Mirish. The 'delegates farther desired me state, thai after the 
most mature deliberation, it is their decided opinion, the Vicar 
has neither in law nor equity any right to the claims^ie has 
now advanced, and therefore, they think it improper to increase 
his salary, merely because he has made a large demand^ which 
has never been made by any of bis predecessors. On these 
grounds they are also decidedly opposed to any composition 
whatever. If the salary oi the Vicar- is too small, it would 
have been more handsome to have augmmited the income of 
the former Vicars, as the present Vicar has no better claim to 
our consideration. If there are <and I am told sudi is the 
case) proprietors in the parish, who think the claims of the 
Vicar sisjust and legal as their own to the fee simple, to such 
I would say, — ^^ You are bound in honour to pay the Vicar 
his FULL DEMiiND, and also to pay up arrears due to tiie late 
Vicars.^* — Let this be don£j then we shall he sure they think 
what they say. ** Mr. Oastler then adverted to the unhandsome 
terms in which the delegates had bedh spoken of by certain of 
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and it had been asserted there was not a reapeotable.BWi 
in the parish, who was not on the Vicar's side in this bnsiiieii 
— nay, they had given the name of blackguard to oae^ ai tti 
first men in the farish, because he had the sense to tell Hnm 
«( he wooid not be hnmbagged oat of his property/' Indeed 
the gentlemen of Halifax think wisdom and respectability 
oentre in them! If yon think with them, — ^yoa aie wise— if 
yon act with them, — ^yon are respectable — bat, if yon ventnie to 
differ, — why yoa are " trash,'' or "nobody" — or, to mm gpeof 
their own words, " blackgaards * T i^* Name them*'* turn 
Mr. Norris).— " I do not think it at all neoessacy to nane 
them, they are well known, nor do I think it neoeasaryl^ 
make any remarks on such condact — ^the very mention of it 
is its condemnation— bat I do think it necessary to stji 
the " trash" and " dregs" opposed to the Vipar, have not yet 
condescended to reason by calling names. I will now veqaeit 
the attention of the meeting while I read the resolations.'' 
Mr. Oastler then proceeded to read the resolotions, 18 in 
namber, of which we shall only in this place subjoin the fifstf 
which was afterwards withdrawn, giving the others at the coof 
plosion of the report. 

^^ That this meeting think it necessary to state their oonvie* 
tion, that the manner in which the sum of £2,000 a year was 
adopted by a private Committee, can only be oonsideved as a 
direct insult on the Parish, and was no doabt intoaded i» 
divide as, bat we are happy to prove we have not fallen into 
the snare, bat are determined to bind oarselves togetiier by a 
bond that shall never be broken*'*'* 

The Resolatlons were declaratory of the opiniosi of As 
Meeting as to their conviction of the iujastice and iiiegaii^ 
of the Vicar's new claims, and their determination to lesiit 
them by all legal means ; and also detailed the means by which 
the fands were to be raised and the resistance renderad e& 
iectaal. .4 

These resolutions having been read, they were seQonded<i|r 
Robert StoAsfeld^ £s<|. of Field-Hoa^. \; ^ 
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Christopbe^ RiiinrsoN, Esq.— <« Though I atit deddedljr 
<>ppo9ed to the new olsiiiiis set up by the Viear, for whom I 
kiTe peraonally iJtte highest regard, I think it very practiea* 
Ue to effect an arrangement which may be satisfactory to all 
jMuiies without entering into any disputed points, or at ail 
compromising the rights of the parish : with this view, I b^ 
leaTe to furopose the following as an amendm^it to the leso- 
luiions whtdi have been moved and seconded: — 

^ That it is desirable that an amicable arrangement for the 
eoimmitation of the claims of the Vicar by act of parliament^ 
slioaid, if possible, be effected/' 

Mr. W. J. NoRBis. — *^ I second the amendment moved by 
II r. Rawson. I think it most desirable that an amicable ar- 
rangement shonld be made on the subject. I wish also to ob« 
serve, that the charge made against the gentlemen who met at 
the Swan Inn, of treating the parish with disrespect, is nn- 
foauded; their object, and their only object, was to see if 
cromethihg tangible could not be suggested, to lay before this 
meeting as a guide to your proceedings, Mr. Oastler watf 
also incorrect in calling it an agreement ; it was, in fact, • 
inere question and answer, the mere preliminary to negocia- 
tion, and to ascertain to what extent the Vicar was disposed 
to* recede from his claims, that some foundation might be laid 
for an amicable arrangement.^' Mr Norris also disclaimed 
faaving used any of the disrespectful language imputed by Mr. 
Oastler to some of the Vicar*s friends. 

Mr. Oastler said, be might not be technically correct in 
msing the word agreement ; there was a good deal of cunning 
ia the wording of it. It bad, however, gone a good way for a 
iftere suggestion, the parties to it were the gentlemen of the 
Swan, the Vicar, the Ardibishop of York, and it needed cmly 
Ihe parishioners of Halifax, and the latter were only just want« 
ed to pay the money and be quiet. He would not, however, 
quarrel about a word, be would give up the term agreement, 
and if they liked it better, he would call it an unwarrantable 
interference. 

J^; WATBRHOC78K, Ssq4*-rThe object of the meeting at the 
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Swan was to agcertain upon what terms the Vicar woold be 
willing to compound, for it had been asserted by aonw, aad 
believed by many, that he meant to insist on hanng the otmoi^ 
shilling of his claims, and that informaticm was soi^t mmiy 
to facilitate an amicable arrangement between the Vicar and 
his parishioners* Tlieir interference might perhaps be an- 
aathorized, but it had no other object than to bring the partiei 
together. The motive which prompted the InterfiBienoe was a 
friendly feeling towards both parties, and nothing waafiuther 
from their wishes, or more remote from their intention thia 
the offering an insult or a slight to the parish or the delegates. 
Mr. O ASTLER said they would be content to call the attempt 
made by the meeting at the Swan an vnwanantahle in- 
terference ; he repeated that the delegates had been spoken 
of in terms of great disrespect by some of the Vicar^s friends. 
C. Rawson, Esq. again pressed hisamendment on theatten- 
tion of the Meeting, on the ground that it would preserve the 
peace of the Parish ; be a great advantage to the poor, indmnf 
away with Easter Offerings ; and would secure to them the 
able services of their worthy Vicar. 

Mr. PiTCHFORTH ; — If the gentlemen of Halifax think thqr 
have got so excellent a Vicar, they ought to pay iiim then- 
selves, and not throw his maintenance on the other townshipSi 
who derived no benefit from his services. 

Mr. Oastlbr. — ** The whole scheme from beginning to end 
is a MONKY SCBEMR — ^tbc Vicar wants {)etter pay »and his friends 
wonH raise the money, but want to force or frighten us to do 
it. They say I am an enemy to the Church of England — ^I sn 
an enemy to extortion in every shape, but. most of all to cleri- 
cal extortion. The Vicar seems determined to make us all 
dissenters ; but he shall not make one of me. I will snbnit 
to be pearked with any of them, and if actions are to be weigh- 
ed as proof of our friendship, 1 will say there's not a una 
among them (according to his means) has done as mach for 
the Church of England as I have done ; let them come to the 
comparison if they dare. If they would be as liberal in ghr- 
ing and begging for the Vicar as I have been, in oompariipa 



80 

lb our means, the Vicar of Halifax wonld be worth £10,000 
a year to-morroti^. When the Minister of EUand needed as- 
sistance, Mr. B. Rushforth and I went a begg^ing with onr 
hats in oar bands; aye, and in some places, when we had 
done our best, we did not get a farthing, bat we fagged on 
and begged on till we succeeded ; and a poor servant, as I am, 
I gave £50, and yet they say, I am an enemy to the Church 
of England — Shame on ^em. If such are the enemies of the 
Church, pray tell me who are its friends. Not covetous ex- 
tortioning Vicars, I am sure. Let the real friends of the 
Vicar and the Church follow the example of Elland ; and if 
the Vicar is so much' esteemed in the town of Halifax, as they 
say he is, they will get as much money as they need, and all 
will go on quietly. 

After some conversation, probably Intended to be aside, 
rei^pecting the language imputed to some of the Vicar's 
friends, the Chairman proceeded to take the votes of the 
delegates, calling on them in the order of their town- 
ships. 

It may be proper to state, the delegates did not give tlieir 
votes simply Aye or No on: the question, but as follows: — 

Erringden — Decidedly opposed to any composition. 

Fixhy — Decidedly opposed to any composition. 

Halifax — J. Waterhouse, Esq. — I am decidedly in favour 
of an amicable arrangement. 

Heptonstall — ^Against a composition. 

Langfield — Against any composition. 

Hipperholme — Against a composition. 

Midgley — Decidedly opposed to any composition. 

Norland — Decidedly opposed io a composition. 

Northowram — Decidedly opposed to a composition. 

Rastrick — Decidedly opposed to any composition. 

Riskwortk — Decidedly opposed to any composition. 

Shelf — Decidedly opposed to any composition. 

Skireoat — Mr. Edwards said his township had instructed 
him to compromise, if it could be done on reasonable 
terms. — Mr. Goodall, a delegate from the said township. 
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said, it was true that auch were their iiiatractiaiui ; he adtf» 
however, a majority of the inhahitanta were advene to 
any compositioii, in which opinion he himself eonoarredL 

Southowram — Decidedly opposed to any composition* 

Sowerbtf — To oppose the new claims. 

Soyland — If the Vicar would take £1500 for all his ckim, 
this township woald contrihate its quota to settle it ia 
that manner. 

Wadsworth — To oppose the new claims* 

Warley — Opposed te any composition. 

The CHJkiRMAN stated^ that the amendment moved hjr G. 
Rawson, Esq. was negatived by a majority of 15 to 3. 

Colonel DBJkRDEN, the Chairman, said, the sahjeet had en- 
gaged much of his attention. He wished much to avoid a 
long and unpleasant litigation, and, on this accoont, he was 
most desiroDS some amicable arrangement should be entend 
into between the Vicar and the Parish, bat as this was not 
likely to be immediately efiected, he thonght it would be better 
to let the matter stand over for some time, until the sqbjeet 
could be considered with coolness ; with this view be had pot 
his ideas on paper, which he would read, and, if approved of, 
it might be converted into a specific motion. This paper was 
couched in the following terms : — 

*^ It would be most desirable to have, if possible, all maU 
ters bet\i'een the Vicar and the Parish arranged in an amicable 
manner : and as such arrangements cannot be made withont 
time for due consideration, it would be for the benefit of all 
parties to let matters rest for the present 

*^ That arrangements be made by the different Townslups 
of this extensive Parish to have a correct census and estimate 
made of what is really and bona fide due to the Vicar {rom 
Easter offerings, and the same enforced in the usual way. 

<^ That the old composition be done away with, and those 
who have compounded pay according as they would do, as to 
the di&rent rates at present in force. When this has taken 
place next Easter, or as soon as can be afterwards, the diflbr- 
ent sums to be added, io ascertain the aggregate an^unt. 
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firom which it is expected a plan ma^y be found for making a 
final settlement, satisfactory to the. Yicar, and not distressing 
to any portion of his parishioners^ and prevent the painful 
ned^ty of any litigatiiftd/* 

M. Stocks, Esq. said, as an amendment had been pat and 
negatived, he did not think it was regular to propose another 
amendment, and the proper coarse was to vote apon the ori- 
ginal motion. 

Mr« PiTCHFORTH wohM Hkf>ve the original motion, for if 
they deferred it till next year, they should never have an end 
of it. 

Mr. Oastler said, the resolutions he had proposed, did 
not preclude any future negociation with the Vicar ; on the 
contrary, they facilitated it by appointing a body, the Central 
Committee, tvho would be empowered to treat and itct for the 
whole Parish. 

J. Waterhousr, Esq. said, he did> not think any thing, 
would be, gained by the delay proposed by the Chairmant the 
question must now be decided one way or other. As it seem- 
ed to be the gmieral opinion that delay would be usiBilesa, the 
motion fell to the ground without being seconded^. 

C. Rawson, Esq. thoaght the resolutions should be pu^ 
separately. 

Mr. Oastler having read the first resqlutioB, commenting 
on some strong language used by the Yicar^s friends, said, one 
gentleman had stated they would carry the bill through parli- 
ament, whether the parish was willing or not, and the parish- 
ioners would be made to pay the £2,000 a year. — (Cries of 
^ Name, name,'*'') 

Mr. Oastler. — Mr. Wm. Priestley. 

Wm. Rawsok, Esq. said he was sorry Mr. Priestley, if he 
had said so, had so committed himself; but every foolish word 
said by b, foolish man was not be imputed to the whole of the 
persons with whom he aetedw The resolution moved by Mr* 
O. would be a very harsh and unfounded reflection upon a 
number of individuals, who had intended nothing bat what 
was friendly towards the parish ; rad supposing their inters 
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ferenoe to be somewhat ofiScions, that was a very dl ft w n t 
thing from intending to insnlt a whole parish. 
Mr. Oastlbiu — ^* Wise men should be careful liow theys0( 

with/oo^." 

Mr. Hodgson. — ^^ Mr. Priestley did not say so at flie 
meeting/^ 

Mr. Oastlkr — << Oh, no ! I dare say not, Mr. Hodgson-^ 
at the meeting be was boasting of his legal attainments, and 
he fancied we should soon be desirous of engaging him on 
our side. We wish the Vicar joy of his learned friend, aad 
don't feel at all disposed to envy. The Vicar has great need 
to pray that he may be saved from his friendsJ*'* ^ 

The Chairman said he thought the resolution was too 
harsh. 

Mr. Oastler—^^ Not more so than I think their condsct 
deserves. I am a plain man, who have only sense enough to 
say what I think. The resolution is the property of the 
meeting, if the Chairman will be kind enough to put it to the 
vote, it will be seen whether the delegates think as I do.*^ 

Mr. Foster said^ ** he was instructed by the chapelry sad 
township he represented, to state the disguMt with which they 
viewed the conduct of the Vicar and his friends. He expos- 
tulated at some length on this subject, but our reporter was 
so situate as not to hear distinctly what he said.*^ 

M. Stocks, Esq. said, «< The zeal of some of the Viotr't 
friends had brought him and the parish into a dilemma.^' 

Mr. NoRRis — *^ Your Son was present at that meeting." 

M. Stocks, Esq. — If I had l>een at that meeting I would 
have taken care that it should not have fallen into such a mis- 
take. My son was there, but he had not concurred, nor the 
meeting either, in the sum of £2000; the sum named to the 
delegation was £1,600, and they agreed to the sum of £2,000 
without having previously consulted the meeting who del^ 
gated them. It was unfortunate the sum of £2,000 should 
have been named, as that sum has been mentioned to the 
Archbishop, and transmitted to the Crown, and the pariih 
must eitlier compound upon those terms or not at all. 
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the proposition as binding upon the parish ; we went merely: 
io see npon what terms we shonid be likely to agree with thei 
the Vicar ; we made no proposal ; we merely asked what svmr 
the Vioar would be willing to accept, that we might state it 
to the meeting of delegates/* 

Mr. NoRRis said, the words which had been introduced into, 
the resolutions, *^ without prejudice to4iiiy party concemed,*'> 
was a sufficient proof they did not wish to compromise the 
rights of the parish, or to bind it in any d^ree. 

M. Stocks, Esq. said, he was desirous of compounding for 
the claims of the Vicar, under the authority of an Act of Par* 
liament, that it might be finally settled what sum the Vicar 
should hereafter receive; but if he was asked his opinion as, 
to the law of the case, he was clearly of opinion, he had no- 
light at all to the small tithes. 

Mr. NoRRis intimated, that be entertained a very 4ifSsmnt 
opinion on the subject. 

M« Stocks, £^q. then entered into a statement of what be- 
considered to be the Vicar^s Claims, under the last endow-' 
ment in 1275, and fortified his argument by a quotation from 
Watson^s History of Halifax ; he also read a translation of 
some other documents, which afibrded considerable amuse- 
ment ; one of these stated that Court Clergy had be^ put 
into the living by the intreaties and threatenings of courtiers, 
and sometimes foreigners ignoftmt<^the language, who, more' 
intent on the milk and fleece than the spiritual nurture of their^ 
flocks, had scandalously thrown their spiritual charge behind - 
their backsy and that with a view of preventing these scandals, 
a perpetual Vicar should be appointed, with a revenue of 60' 
marks a year ! but, by a subsequcmt endowment, it was settled 
that he should have the obventions and oflerings belonging to 
the altarage, the mortuaries and the tithes of calves and' 
mills* Mr. Stocks said the meaning of the term altarage had 
been the subject of dispute, but the latest decisions limited it 
to gifts received as oblations at the altar. With respect to the 
agistment tithe, it had been settled in the reign of Queen Eli*- 
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ftabeth, when the great tithes were dispcwed ot The pufab 
had great reason io revere the name of Sir John SaFile, who 
maintained a oontest which was carried into every Coart ia 
the kingdom, and even into that sink of all iniquity, the Star 
Chamber, oat of which he contrived to draw np jostioe. Bj 
his exertions the parish was freed from the harden of the great 
tithes; to show the extent of which he would mention that the 
composition for an estate which he had given to his son^ 
amounted to six shillings only, whereas the tithe upon htj 
alone would have been £70. *< Had these been payaMey wheie 
I now pay a penny, I should have paid £60. The hay tithe, 
for which I pay six shillings a year, would be £70 a year. 
The town of Northowram would not trust me aa their dele* 
gate, — they thought I was too Ficaruhy but they knew me 
well enough to be sure, that I would not forget my own in* 
terest (a laugh) and whilst attending to my own, I could not 
forget theirs. But 1 will speak as I think, whether it was Cur 
or against me. The deed of composition recites not only that 
hay grass, hot all grass was compounded for, which disposes 
of the Vicar^s Claim for ag:istment tithe/^ 

Mr. NoRRis. — ** The parish is certainly much indebted to 
Sir John Savile.'* 

Mr. Oastler— *< I hope we shall now show our respect for 
the memory of Sir John Savile, by imitating his example, as 
we are now called upon to do. We are, after the lapse of 
some hundreds of years, called upon to fight the same battle; 
let his bright example cheer and animate us, and we shall de* 
serve his success. If we go to all the extremities of 
the law, I thank God, we shall not have a star-(?faamber. 
to go to." 

M. Stocks, £sq.~«' I hope it will not be thought by what 
I have said, that I was willing to give the Vicar £2000. I 
objected to it the first meeting, when I asked if it was intend- 
ed to give him this in addition to the allotments of land made 
to him, in one of which there was a large quantity of stone, 
particularly at Ovenden. I am selling stone at Northownuon 
at 2000 guineas an acre, and though I do not say, the stone 
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of Ovenden Is of equal value, yet it ought to be taken into 

account.'' 

J. Waterhouse, Esq. said, it was well unflerstood, there 
was no stone in any of the V icar^s allotments. 

M. Stocks, Esq. — *^ I am sure there is top stone, and I 
have no doubt, but there is under stone. I told the late 
Vicar, at the christening of my son's second child, that the 
stone in it might be made to produce £500 a year. The reply 
was, ^ I leave all these things to Mr. Norris,' and I told him, 
that Mr. Norris knew nothing at all about them." 

Mr. Norris — " That is true, my brother certainly knew 
nothing about stone." 

Mr. John Hodgsox explained the manner in which the 
£2000 was fixed upon. When we went to the Vicar's, Mr. 
Norris was not there. The Vicar sent for him ; when he ar- 
rived we mentioned the sum of £1500. *^Oh!" said Mr. 
Norris, << you cannot think of such a imall sum as that." 
We, in our turn, demanded what would be expected, and the 
sum of £2500 was named, and the sum of £2000 was finally 
settled upon ; but the meeting at the Swan knew nothing of 
this. 

Mr. OiSTLER (in an under tone of voice). — ^< This was 
certainly very like making an agreement after all, but there 
is no saying what a glass of wine will dQ«'^ 

Mr. Hodgson. — ^^ Our motive was as good as Mr. Oast* 
ler's." 

Mr. Oastlrr.»«><^ Say what we will, Mr. Hodgson, the 
« Trash,' will judge of our motives by our actions." 

J. Waterhouse, Esq.— " Since you again repeat that in* 
sinuation, if you do not set me rights I must consider you as 
intending to apply it to me, in which case I mnst say it is en- 
tirely untrue, as I never used any language that would bear 
such a construction." 

Mr. Oastler intimated th^t his remarks had no personal 
allusion to him ; he could mention names, but it was not pe-* 
cessary. 

The Chairman intimated that this line of discussion was 
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not calculated to promote good temper, or to expedite tkft 
busii)(>t«8. 

Mr. Oastler said, '^After the delightfol exposure andoon- 
feifsiou that has now taken place, I willingly withdraw my le- 
Bolution; upon such conduct it is indeed perfectly anneomss- 
ry for this meeting to remark. I had no Idea the thing bad 
been so paltry. Let it rest; let it be judged by its own me- 
rits ; it does indeed censure itself. 

The Chairman thought there was no need for so many Ist 
officers. It reminded him of an anecdote about the King of 
Prussia, who, when he was in Westminster Hall, asked who 
all those were with black gowns and white wig^— and beiBf 
told they were lawyers, replied, ^* I believe I have four sndi 
men in my dominions, and when I return I int^id to bang 
two of them/* 

Mr. Oastler—" Very true, Mr. Chairman, that^s easily 
accounted for — The King of Prussia had not one Vicar of 
Halifax in his dominions— if he had he would have needed 
four more lawyers." 

The resolution was withdrawn and the nnmbering of the 
other resolutions altered. 

The other resolutions were then put seriatim, and the votes 
of the delegates taken individually, until the fonrth resola- 
tion, when, from the tedionsness of this mode of proceeding, 
it was resolved to take a show of hands on the remainder. 
They were also passed without a single dissentient voice. 

The resolutions being passed, John Watbrhousb, Esq. 
begged, on the pari of the town of Halifax, to disclaim having 
any part whatever in the resolutions which had jnst hem 
passed. 

Col. Deardrn then quitted the chair, which was taken by 
Capt. Lister, when, on the motion of Mr. Oastler, seconded 
by Christopher llawson, Esq. the unanimous thanks of the 
meeting were voted to Colonel. De^rden, for his excrilent, 
impartial, and exemplary conduct in the chair. The meeting 
then separated. 
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RESOLUTIONS. 

Isf. That bein^ fally convinced the Claim of the Vicar of 
Halifax to small Tithes is unjust and illegal, we are deter- 
mined to enter into no Compromise or Composition for the 
same. 

2nd. That we are resolved to resist the Payment of the 
Vicar's New Claims by all legal means that can be adopted. 

3rd. That a Bond, or other i^al Instrument to the above 
effect, and embodying as much as may be necessary of the 
Resolutions of this Meeting, shall be immediately prepared 
by Mr. Samuel Stead, Messrs. Thompson, Stansfeld and 
Thompson, Mr. M. Stocks Jun. and Messrs. Alexander and 
Son, for the signature of those persons who wish to unite with 
OS in opposition to the Vicar's New Claims ; and that the 
above Gentlemen be appointed Solicitors for the Parish in 
this business. 

4th. That Captain Lister, Mr. George Binns, Mr. James 
Goodall, Mr. Henry Foster, and Mr. Richard Oastler, be 
appointed a Committee to forward and superintend the prepa- 
ration of the above lustrument 

5th. That a Central Committee be appointed, composed of 
a delegate from each Township. 

6th. That a Local Committee be appointed in each Town- 
ship, for the purpose of managing the business of the Town- 
ship, under the general superintendence of the Central Com- 
mittee. 

7th. That the Members of the Central Committee shall also 
be Members of their respective Township's Committee. 

8th. That the Townships shall have the power of changing 
the Members of the Local and central Committees at their 
option. 

9th. That the Central Committee shall have the power to 
order contributions, to receive and pay money, appoint their 
own Solicitor, Secretary, and Bankers, and generally to super- 
intend and direct the whole proceedings against the Vicar's 
pretended Claims ; and also to oppose any Bill which may be 
bereaft€!r presented to Parliament on the subject of the Vicar'a 
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Claime, that may be intended to Ie\7 a tax upon the PariA; 
which has not previously received their sanction. 

10th. That no new rale shall be made without the sanction 
of a majority of two-thirds of the Central Committee, at a 
meeting especially convened for such purpose, of which each 
Township shall have 1 4 days^ previous notice, with a Copy 
of the intended new rule. 

1 1th. That the Delegates from the Townships forming the 
Central Committee shall be charged with the Collection of the 
Contributions in their respective Townships, and riiall pay the 
same to the Central Committee. 

12th. That this Meeting recommends the stim of £3000 to 
be raised In the parish, and the proportion of each township 
be settled at the general meeting of the Central Committee, 
and that each township levy its quota in such a manner as 
may seem expedient to its Local Committee. 

Idth. That at the first meeting of the Central Committee, 
a list shall be produced by the Delegate from each Township, 
of all the proprietors and occupiers of land and com mills ia 
each Township, and also stating who have, and who have not 
signed the bond or agreement. 

14th. That the above lists and bond or agreement be de|)0- 
sited under the care of the Central Committee. 

15th. That the First Meeting of the Central Committee be 
held at the White Lion, Halifax, on Wednesday, the 7th day 
of November, 1827, at 10 o^clock in the morning. 

16th. That if any measure be taken by the Vicar or his 
Agents for the purpose of enforcing his New Claims, before 
the bond or agreement is prepared and signed^ the Delegates 
at this Meeting from the Township or Townships where such 
Proceedings may be commenced, are hereby authorized to take 
such defensive Measures as, under the advice of the solidtMS, 
may seem best 

17th. That we are resolutely determined, on no Acooont 
whatever to make any Arrangement with the Vicar at any fu- 
ture Time, either in Parliament or eiswhere, excepting on this 
Basis, that the property of those Persons who refuse to sign 
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the Bond shall he struck out of sach Arrangement, and he lef^ 
liable to every claim that may be made against them, either by 
the present or any future Vicar. 

J. DEARDEN, Chairman. , 

At this meeting the Yicar^s party mustered, as strong as 
they possibly could : their last effort was to be made against 
the Delegates as a body this day. Every insinuation, every 
persuasion, every threat, had been put in practice to break 
Qur ranks : a last, an agonizing effort was now made : in thei|r 
bewildered imagination they actually once more dreamed oi 
success. 

After all their efforts no impression could be made, except- 
ing upon Messrs. Sutcliffe and Edwards, two delegates froi|i 
Skircoat. These persons having been converted by the Vicar's 
party, took some pains to bring over Mr. James Goodall their 
fellow-delegate to their way. But no r — he remained firm at 
his post, true to his engagement, and steady to the interests 
of his town. He was resolved at all hazards to be faithful to 
the trust reposed in him : they however yielded, and turned 
over to the Vicar^s party. The valorous deeds of these two 
Knights will hereafter be recorded, when I meet them, as [ 
jshall do hereafter, speechifying to their townsmen '^ at Home,^^ 
they acknowledged they felt uncomfortable amongst the dele- 
gates, and consequently could not give the world the wisdom 
of their pates. They were then indeed " from home ;" they 
were amongst men determined to be free, and yield their 
rights to none. 

The Vicar's party, seeing the complete defeat which now 
overwhelmed them, were for the moment driven to despair. 
Oh ! how they smarted and writhed under the lash of their op* 
ponents. Till now they never dreamt that calling names was 
sinful ; when they were discovered, all their tricks exposed, 
and themselves overwhelmed by filth and dirt of their own 
making. ^^ Oh ! ^ say they,^ it is hateful to use such means ; 
<^ we never heard before such expressions had been used : we 
<^ know not who is author of such meanness.^^ There needs 
no more to be said about their feelings. — 
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t% SaAct it just to add, ibey were astoimded. 
And worse tbao ^W-^eott/oundedly cenjowmied,^ 

When I saw an individoal at this meeting, who acknoir- 
ledged he had no delegation or authority from his township, 
stand up, and in the name of that town (Halifax) protest 
against the resolutions. I wondered ; — and then — I langhed. 
It was indeed a large step to answer (without their knowledge 
or consent) for 13,000 persons. I remembered however, be 
was one of those, who with 3 or 4 more had jost been ba^ 
gaining withont authority for 100,000 of their neighboius. 
There^s not one such to be found in every age ! — What hup 
minds such men must have ! — They must be possessed too of a 
most uncommon share of impudence ! — Their assurance is in- 
deed beyond compare ! — After all what are they ? — 

** Thejf beat their pates and faooy wit will comey 
Knock as theff please, there's nobody at bonifl." 

But still the town of Halifax wont muff. There^s not a 
man amongst them dares answer for himself. Well ! be it sol 
It would, if all had fair play, be quite otherwise. One thug 
I know, (if I lived there) ^^ if no other voice were raised, 
mine should be heard.^' 

It would have made the Vicar laugh, to have seen Mr. 
John Hodgson giving us the account of his unrivalled skill in 
arranging and managing the affairs of the Parish. It was 
quite evident the whole scheme had been the eWdct of deep 
and undisturbed study, and that he flattered himself the elforts 
of his Brain had for once at least produced something worth 
recording. I fancy I see him pacing about his study, before 
he went to the Swan, ever and anon striking his forehead to 
bring all out ; — then, — when the whole scheme was folly ma- 
tured and digested, posting with the greatest glee to tell his 
waiting friends how all must be arranged. 

« Do some expedient to hit revolv'd he. 

With hasty step, paradi ug to aud fro,— 
And after naucb deep thinlcing, thus reselvM be ;— 

To do direetly—What ? He did not know I 
He fctrucic bis forehead^ it was bard and thick, 
And might hare been a tenement of brick.'' 
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^ It sometimes bappent. In the deosest bead, 
A bHgbt thougbt ri&es — like rare birds tbat soar. 

And by elrange cbaQce. to unknowo lands are led :— 
A woodrous tbiog, — oODe ever saw before i 

So 'twas with H««)iHiHi»D~like a flame it slioiie'— 

Ad ignis fatuus, scarcely seen, ere gone." 

It is however always delightful to see men pleased, even 
if it be at their own folly. — But who can envy the Swan 
Committee the pleasure they derived from Mr. Hodgson^s 
communication ? I think no one envied him, when he di- 
vulged the whole affair to the delegates. — I'm sure I did not. 

The expressions used by myself at this meeting, respecting 
the collection for the Minister of Elland, have, I am sorry 
to say, given great oifence in a quarter the least of all ex- 
pected. I was reprobating the conduct of the Vicar of Ha- 
lifax ; and recommending his friends, instead of advising him 
to claim what does not belong to him^ to follow the example 
of the Minister of Elland and beg for an increase of pay. Who 
could have thought the Curate of Elland could, by any possibi- 
lity, have taken offence at this statement ? So it is however ; I 
cannot help it. — I have been charged with bragging, boasting, 
and publishing that I had shewn a kindness to the Minister, 
and telling the world I had given him £50, This text has 
often been quoted : — '*• But when thou doest alms, let not thy 
left hand know what thy right hand doeth.^^ The people have 
been well instructed that 

'< A favour told^ becomes a debt discharg'd," 

The expression, (^^ When the Minister of Elland needed 
assistance,^^) has been considered as particularly offensive, and 
I have been pretty freely blamed for having used it. 

From the remarks, which have been made on this subject, 
any one unacquainted with the El!and Subscription, might 
suppose the £50 was a private donation, to anunsoliciting 
individual. 

The unfriendly remarks, which have been made on this 
subject, compel me to give a brief account of the origin and 
progress of the whole affair. 

The Minister of Elland having stated his Income was too 
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small ; and that one of his friends (Mr. John Rawaon) thoagy 
it woold be well to try, if a sum coald be raised by sabscrip- 
tiou ; to invest in the funds for the benefit of the Minbter of 
EUand for the time b^ing ; and, if some respectable individu- 
als could be persuaded to solicit subscriptions, it wasveiy 
probable a handsome sum might be collected. It was parti- 
cularly and repeatedly said, Mr. J. Rawson^s Uncle woald 
give £50 towards the subscription, if it were set on foot 
As a most convincing proof the thing was altogether of a 
Public nature, and not intended as a private act of Friendship 
towards the present Minister; some time before Mr. B. 
Rusbforth and I entered on the begging business, the following 
^ Appeal^' was written by the Minister, signed by the Charcb- 
wardens, printed, and forwarded to ever t/ quarter where it was. 
likely to be useful : 

AN APPEAL 

To the Friends of the Established Church. 

When it is considered that the Parochial Chapelry of Elland 
extends over one third of the immense Parish of Halifax, con- 
tains the townships of Elland-cum-Greetland, Stainland witli 
Old Lindley, Barkisland, Rishworth, Norland, Soyland, Fix- 
by, Rastrick-cum-Brighouse, with a proportionate Population 
of from 25 to 30 Thousand. When it is considered that this 
great and increasing Population have the Privilege of Mar- 
riage, Baptism and Burial at EUand, as at the Parish Church; 
that the Ancient Registers of the whole Chapelry are kept i^ 
Eiland : and that the fees for the performance of the Surplice 
Duties and Vicar^s Stipend, do not average £50 per annum, 
and the Glebe little more. When it is considered that from 
the nature of such a Benefice, the Incumbent can scarcely at 
any time absent himself for one day, and that the compensation 
is wholly inadequate to the labour of such a situation, it ap- 
pears only just, as it is desirable, to endeavour to increase the 
value of this Benefice. Every considerate person must see 
how totally insufficient one hundred per annum, or little more, 
is to the maintenance of a Clergyman and his family, in that 
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decent, respectable, and comfortable manner in which every 
friend to the Church of £ngland mast wish to see its Clergy 
fiapported. It is therefore very desirable, by subscriptions 
through the townships connected with the Church at Elland, 
with the assistance of the proprietors of estates in this dis- 
trict, non-resident in the neighbourhood, and of all liberak 
Jriends to the Church of England^ to raise such a sum as Would 
justify an application to the Governors of Queen Ann^s 
Bounty, who have lately appropriated £400 for the augment- 
ation of Elland, and who will, it is not doubted, meet the pro-^ 
posed subscriptions with an equal sum, for the farther increase 
of so small a living. 

Pledging ourselves for the application of the money raised^ 
to the increasing of the living of Elland, we leave the facts 
of the case to speak for themselves. 

WILLIAM WATSON,? (. 

JOHN CROWTHER, ^^horchwardens, 

Ellandy 1825. / 

We did not confine ourselves to any particular parish. We 

collected where we could, and at length succeeded. I do not 

remember the amount of the Collection ; but I well remember 

the respectable and wealthy individual, who was instrumental 

in forwarding the scheme> and anxiously recommended the 

subscription, and who laid the golden bait in his Uncle^s lap, to 

tempt us onward, did NOT give u» ONE FARTHING for 

our collection ; no, nor his Uncle either ! ! I 

M Thus Misers boast, aud tell the world they'll give : 
They promise to the Poor» but ne'er relieve.'' 

)^y friend, Mr. B. Rushforth laughed very heartily at the 
vexation and chagrin, with which I was overwhelmed at their 
refusal. — I have no doubt the money is invested as promised 
hi the circular, and the Minister now enjoying the benefit 
thereof. 

How this subscription could be considered a private Act of 
Friendship to an individual, I know not. No one ever thanked 
me for it, nor did I expect any one ever would : — It was to 
support the Church of England Minister in Elland, be he who 
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he nuiy, and for nothing else. How then Gonld it be wroiig 
to tell the Halifax Gentry, who think their Vicar has too lit- 
tle, (and call me an enemy to the Church of England,) to fol- 
low the example of Eiland, by begging ; and to rouse them to 
exertion ; tell them what the ^^ Ser\'aut,^^ the ^^ enemy to reli' 
gionT'* gave? — I wonder the Vicar^s friends should find 
fault, even if I had told of private acts of friendship. *' Hov 
now, <say you,' what will he say next ?^^ Just scratch year 

heads a little and think ; ** for why?" Now, have yo« 

found the reason?"— "No."— " Why then Fll tell yoa^ 
Don't you remember, at the very first meeting of the dei^ 
gates, (long before I opened my lips on this subject,) one o{ 
your champions was in a prating humour, and by some 
unlucky chance, contrived to deliver himself of a booHng 
confession of his great and noble private deeds of Friendihip 
to his Vicar ?'' — " Indeed, you don't say so ?" — «« I'm sure I 
heard it.''— "We will not believe it: Tell us who?"— "It 
was your good-natured friend John Waterhouse Esq. Justios 
of the Peace. — Don't you remember, he kind, dear man, told 
us he always gave the Vicar of Halifax twbnty-oke 
SHILLINGS a year for his dues?" — "Aye so he did, and 
what of that ?" — " Is it not noble, a most liberal present from 
a wealthy Justice of the Peace to a poor half-starved Vicar, 
(as you would make us believe bim to be) ? — Now, there^s 
for yon ; if you bad thought on this, you*d never have said 
a word about my poor £^0. No, you'd have passed over my 
boasting : You'd never have muffed about the Elland Mima- 
ter, would you? — lUl tell you what, — if I had ever any 
thanks due from that quarter, they were discharged long ago.*' 
"How? say you, — "How indeed! — By a THUNPERBOLTir 
*^ Vl\ now leave you for a season, and take a peep at you 
party after this last and terrible defeat. — There yon see them 
just painted to the life.'^ 

** The Yanqoish'd foe retreating qnit the field, 
And arms do more of oppn warfare wield. 
The leaders now convrae, as is most ineet» 
All burrassM in their minds at their defeat. 
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Id vain one part of them by schism tried 
The council of tb' opponents to divide. 
And in a secret ambush others lye. 
To catch their enemies all privily." 

A more nnlncky set of men never meta See ! how they are 
foird at every tarn. The idea of meeting the delegates en 
masse is now abandoned. Who would have thought it? 
These great, these wise, these respectable champions of our 
y icar^s cause, resolve to break our bond by publishing vile 
anonymous falsehoods, not only in a public Journal, but in 
the form of Placards, to bedizen and adorn the walls in every 
corner of the Parish. 

I once heard a man* say, ^^ It is indeed a poor cause which 
requires daubing against the walls.^' 

Look at the false unmeaning trash, whidi they jumbled 
together, to prevent the parishioners from signing the bond 
against the V icar^s claims ! This effort of disappointed 
malice was actually pasted against the walls in the parish on 
the 31st of October, and inserted as an advertisement in the 
Leeds Intelligencer of November 1st. 

TITHES OF HALIFAX PARISH. 

. SEVERAL OF OUR FORMER YlCARS HAVE THOUGHT THE 

Small Tithes of this Parish were their Property : our 
present Vicar thinks the same: and in September last he 
called many of the Inhabitants to meet him at the Church, 
where he mentioned his Claims, which were confirmed and 
supported by the Opinions of several of the most eminent 
Lawyers in the Kingdom. These Opinions were read to the 
Inhabitants then present. The Case upon which these Opini- 
ons were given has since been revis^, and the Attention of 
Counsel particularly called to one or two Points which some 
persons thought doubtful ; the result of this further Inquiry 
has been fully to confirm the Legality of the Claims^ 

On the part of the Parishioners it was agreed, a Meeting 
of Delegates from each Township, (the Tithes of which are not 

* Mr. James Edward Norris, Soiicitor, Halifax. 
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compoanded for,) shoald be held in Halifax, to consider npon 
these Matters, and particularly to superintend the drawing vp 
of a Case on behalf of the Parish, in order to have the Opini- 
on of enainent Lawyers, upon our Liability to the Payment of 
these Claims, 

Meetings have been held on this Business, bnt no Case has 
been submitted to Counsel on behalf of the Parish, so far as is 
generally known. A Delegation was sent from a Private 
Meeting of Persons largely interested in the subject of these 
Claims, to ask, if the Vicar would be willing to take £1,500 
or £2,000 per Annum, in Commutation for his Tithes and 
other Claims upon the Inhabitants of these Townships, (in- 
cluding also, the Easter Offerings due from the other Town- 
ships,) and if he would assist in the Abolition of all Tithes 
and Easter Offerings in this Parish, if it could be done by 
Act of Parliament. 

The Vicar was willing to take the latter Sum, on the con- 
ditions stated. At the last Meeting of the 24th of this Month, 
the Delegates passed a Resolution that they were fully con- 
vinced the Claims of Small Tithes by the Vicar are ^ unjust 
and illegal,^^ and that they were determined to enter into no 
Composition for the same. The Vicar^s present CoUeotionB, 
if made with great Care and Expense, may be £1,000 per 
Annum : so that in this Case he is willing to take the extra 
Sum of £1,000 per Annum in Satisfaction of all those Claims 
which Mr. Oastier values at full £35,000 per Annum or 
upwards. If the Vicar should succeed in a Court of Lair, 
(of which Lawyers of the first Eminence are confident he 
will), these large Claims must become the' Property of him- 
self and his Successors: but if the present opportunity of 
Compromise be accepted, the Parish may get rid of these 
Claims for ever. 

. Can a more handsome Offer be made by any Man than this - 
of our most worthy Vicar! Should he succeed at Law, it 
will be in the Power of any Vicar of Halifax to take for 
Tithe of every milking Cow, about 30s. or 40s., perhi^ 
more, annually ; the same for every Day's Work of Potatoes; 
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also larg9 Sums on Turnips, Clover, besides Easter Does, 
^c. If a Composition be made, no Poor Man will probably 
have to pay any Thing either for Tithes, Easter Does, or 
Mortuaries, &c. The sum of £2,000 will probably be raised 
upon Land and Houses, which will be paid with most conve- 
nience by the Landlord, and will only be a small Sum for 
«ach ; but in the other Case, the Townships which have not 
Compounded, will be saddled with an Annual Payment of 
«£30,000 or more, if Mr. Oastler says truly ; much of which 
would be collected from the poorer and middle classes. 
Surely nothing can be more unwise or imprudent in any Man, 
rich or poor, than to run the Risk of charging his own Pos- 
terity, Relatives, or Neighbours, with such heavy Payments 
for Generations to come, by running headlong into Law-suits, 
even without having consulted a single Legal Adviser, on a 
Matter of such vast Importance ! Should there be Rich obsti- 
nate Men who will act so imprudently^ let them be left to them- 
selves. 

By the Srd Resolution of the 24tb of October, a Bond or 
Instrument, is ordered to be prepared for the signature of 
those whom these rich squandering gentlemen wish to unite in 
their Law-suits. BUT LET EVERY MAN WHO HAS 
ANY FEELING FOR HIS OWN CASE OR PROPER- 
TY, AVOID ANY SUCH DOCUMENT ; when signed, 
HE CANNOT WITHDRAW HIS NAME, nor make a 
Composition for his Tithes, even though he should be ever so 
desirous, or find it his Interest to do so : he must pay largely 
out of his pocket, towards the Law-suit, and much moro 
towards the £35,000 before-mentioned. Therefore take the 
advice of wiser men. 

^^ Beware ! Do not bind yourselves in foolish Bonds.'^ 

Halifax, October Slst^l 827. 

This precious document would have been answered instant- 
ly, had we not wished to avoid every thing in the shape of 
anonymous squibs. As the man who wrote it had made use 
of my name, I felt called upon to challenge him to appear in 
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the field, ill his own proper person. I therefore caased the 
followiug to be inserted in the Leeds Mercoiy of Nov. did. 

TO THE EDITORS OF THE LEEPS MERCURY. 



Fixby Hallj November iHj 1827. 

Gentlemen, — I have observed an anonymous and jesnitiosl 
Advertisement in the /n/e/%eitcer of Thursday, Nov. 1, 1827, 
headed «< Tithes of Halifax Parish,'' in which ray name iH iflh 
trodnced : I have determined to answer no advertisement or 
other document on this subject without having the rignatme 
of the author. If the author of the above-named advertise- 
ment will publish his name, I will engage to prove him to be 
the greatest fool or the greatest rogue in the parish of Hali- 
fax. 

I am. Gentlemen, your most obedient Servant, 

RICHARD OASTLER. 

This plain sort of dealing was not expected. ^* Now," 
6<iid they, ^^ Oastler has disgraced himself, as well as we.^ 
Still they were mightily offended. ^' What,'' say they, ^ does 
^^ the fool" think he a '^ paltry Servant," shall not only ride 
<^ rough-shod over us the '^ Dons of Halifu/' bnt orack his 
<^ whip in our faces also ?" ^^ Poor dear creatures ! You're soon 
<^ alarmed. What it's only the < Servant^ he sorely oanaot 
<^ harm such ^^ Grandees*' as yourselves." For your eonfint) 
however I tell you, I will not take a single nail cot of my 
horse's hoof to please you, nor shorten the thong of ray whip 
to gratify you. 8o you thought there would be no harm in 
printing an anonymous lie or two ? You say I called names 
(a fool or a rogue). 1 did no such thing. I engaged iofrmie 
the author to be a/ooZ or a rogue. I leave you to call him so, 
which I have no doubt you have done long ere this. Would 
that I knew his name. Is he amongst your respectable ^< upper 
sort o'folk ?" Is he one of your wisest ? Is he not a true 
Vicar's champion? Be he who he may, he has one good 
qualily after all, — a mean opinion of himself ^ that's plain ; else 
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he would have come out to daylight. When he has an itch- 
ing for writing again, I hope he will try to speak the truth. 

Such then was the first effort of the sqaad, who lay in ^< se* 
cret amhush^^ and thus tried to serve their ^^ most worthy V i- 
car^s^^ canse. Now let as torn to those appointed ^^ to divide''^ 
our host. 

The ^ Gentlemen^^ selected to he foremost in this work 
were those, who had lately ^^ turned their coats.^^ . To prove 
their allegiance to the Vicar^s cause, they were required to 
sally out into the different Townships; they were instructed, 
to prove the folly of signing the bond, the certainty of the 
y icar^s success and of our final overthrow ; to rail against all 
the delegates ; to stigmatize the meeting of the 24th as disor- 
derly, confused, and disgraceful ^ in the extr^ne ; to point out 
that the resolutions, especially the 17th, passed on the 24th^ 
were foolish and subversive of our liberties ; above all to be 
particularly careful to abuse Mr. Oastler, and not forget to 
eall him ^^a Great FooV'^ All these duties were strictly at- 
tended to in more places than one. The grand attack seems 
however to have been made in Skircoat. Veiy naturally the 
^ Gentlemen^^ presumed they had much influence there. 

The meeting in this town, called for the purpose ^^ of re- 
ceiving the report of the Delegates, and giving further in- 
structions in opposing the new claims of the Y icar,^* was held 
in the Workhouse on Wednesday the 3 1st of October; Mr. 
R. Wainhouse was in the chair. The Yicar^s three cham-f 
pions on this occasion were, first, Mr. H. L. Edwards (he 
had previously been most decidedly opposed to the Vicar's 
claims and actually signed an agreement to join in any bond 
for resisting the Yicar^s claims; but he says he did it in his 
ignorance. If he had been in his senses at the time it would 
have made no difference, " for, < as he very truly observed,' 
^* it could bind no one ; it was a mere piece of blank paper 
<* written upon, not stamped, and consequently of no avail 
^^at all amongst honest men.'') Then came Mr. John Snt- 
cliffiB, (he had always appeared most decidedly on our side ; 
he had formerly used ever y effort to rouse the spirit of the 
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Skircoat people, and excite them to stoat and stedfieurt oppo^ 
flition to the Vicar^s claims; on one occasion, I remember 
it well, in company with several other Delegates, by way of 
making us know the real value we onght to set upon the 
Vicar and to make us ^^ esteem him very htghlyi'* he remind- 
ed us, although the Vicar had been a very short time amonf 
us, he had already cost the Parish £800,000 ijf the simpU 
depreciation of property since his arrival. How SBch a man, 
after having publicly acted as he had done, could be converted 
to the Vicar^s side I know not! I only state the fact; I 
leave him to account for it if he can* Mr. Satclt£fe may per« 
haps have heard of men, who like to push their friends on in 
the Ecclesiastical court and then '^ leave them in the lurch.^) 
Then last, but not least, I must mention the redoubtable-gallaat 
Knight-Errant Mr. Thomas Preston (he too had been mosi 
warmly opposed to the Vicar's claims in the first instance; 
since then he made a pilgrimage to , and aetoally 

got a Book sent all the way from London ; nay more, he bad 
read, or pretended to have read, more than one page o( ii\ 

from what he was told at , and from what he bad 

learned from his ^^ London Book^^ he was now ^uite sure the 
Vicar would succeed.) 

** Three men of valoar now appear. 
Tile party's droopiog hopes to cheer. 

r 

One was a man of worthy fame. 

Who ne'er before disgraced his name. 

And after him a certain one, 

Whose fame was tarnisb'd, but not gone* 

And then came one, who once did gain 

In shameful flight a little pain : 

For unce he left the Assembly Room, 

When blows were scarce, but kicks came home " 

Well ! let us see how they perform the new part assigned 
to each. I was not there. I wish I had been. I shooU 
like to have heard Preston call me ^^ a Great PoolJ^ I have 
however collected such information respecting the proceed- 
ings as I could. They have so much amused me, I cannot • 
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irithhold the snbstanoe from my readers, if I shonld happen 
to have any. 

Mr. Thomas Preston was, (very unlike himself ,} foremost 
in the fight; and, although the meeting was called to receive 
the report of the Dele^tes, he was so fall of his ^< London 
Bo^k'^ that he kept reading or pretending to read certain 
passages, ^^ which, ' he said,^ had quite satisfied him the Vicar 
^' would succeed in obtaining a decision against the Parish ; 
'< that we shonld, if we resisted, be saddled with the whole of 
f' his claims, and condemned in treble costs. He had no 
^ doubt the Skircoat people would see with him the wisdom 
^*and propriety of tamely submitting to the Vicar, rather 
^ than hereafter suffer the dreadful pain, which would inevit- 
f* ably ensue, if the Vicar succeeded in the tremendous Kick 
^ he was now levelling at all those, who were silly enough to 
** be led on by the Great Fool Oastler ; and by the delegated 
^ Rabble, who were a set of mean low-hred fellows, who had 
^ got a bit of power into their hands and did not know how 
^ to use it. Were the great Landed proprietors to be go- 
** vemed by such Rabble ? No. He for one would never 

<*. subscribe a farthing to support such proceedings.^^ Mr. 

Preston was really on this occasion more abusive than he 
usually is ; so much so, that I fapcy the ^^ London Booky* 
which pleased him so much, was no other than an old Bil- 
lingsgate Dictionary. The man however is not so great a 
fool as he takes me to be. He had a point to serve. Certain 
resolutions were to be proposed : they had all been cut and 
dried ready to serve up and pass : he knew well the towns- 
people were opposed to them : he wanted to get quit of all 
but a chosen 5 or 6, who had been engaged to lend a helping 
hand ; so he went on abusing, calling names, defaming, and 
backbiting, until the room was nearly cleared : thtis he gained 
hts point — Very well! Mr. Thorny Preston, this is oneway 
of serving a '^ pious Vicar ;^ tho^ not a good one. No! I 
should prefer the old never-to-be-forgotten Halifax plan of 
taming them out. I woald rather have taken them by the 
collar one by one; walked them to the door ; opened it ; and^ 
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giving them a heavy kick as high as I eoaki have rewhed^ 
said <^ Take that ;'' and, shutting the door, I would have 
added ^ Stay thou there.^* Yon know, Mr. Thomas Pmtoa, 
there would have been no danger* They were *• Nobody," 
<^ Rabble,^^ *< Trash/^ They would never onoe have thougfat 
of turning again upon a '^ Gentleman,^^ an <* Esquire,^ i 
^' Great Landed Proprietor.^* Don't mistake me, Mr. Tho- 
mas Preston, I am not recommending either plan; I only aij 
the latter is a more manly way of getting rid of troublesoM 
folk, than the one you resorted to. I do not think however 
it would have succeeded so well. No ! No ! depend upon it 
yon made no fooVs choice. If one treads upon a wofrm^ ym 
knowj ft turns again : does it not Mr. Thomas Preston? 

Mr. H.|L. Edwards also addressed the meeting ; heseoned, 
and I really believe he was, ashamed, whether at his Friend^i 
procedure, or his recent desertion, I know not. Perfaapi 
some of his former speeches made in the same place to flia 
same persons rung in his ears. 

<< Lo ! strange emotions in bis heart take place. 
His present falseliood stares him in the face.** 

Afler he had made many apologies for his modesty^ ttmdi' 
iyy and inability^ he begged his friends would indulge him 
with a patient hearing. ^^ It was certainly true he had acted 
<^ as one of the delegates for the Township ; but he had at the 
<< commencement of the business no idea things were to be car- 
'< ried on in this manner ;^^ ' (here he begged leave to look at his 
notes, and after conning them well over he observed,) << Mr. 
'^Oastler and his party were going the most intemperaU 
*^ lengths ; he condemned the spirit in which the whole pro- 
<^ ceedings had been conducted : he had been told Mr. James 
<^ Goodall had attended the meeting at the White Lion, <bi 
** the evening of the 23rd inst." 

Mr. James Goodall : ^< I did/' Mr. Thomas Preston for 
once in his life felt ^' Shame, Shame ;'^ and vociferated the 
words most lustily, 

Mr. Edwards «^ blamed Mr. Goodall for attending the White 
<^ Lion meeting, bat sincerely wished he himself had attended 
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« the notable White Swan meeting ;" (by the bye, Mr. Ed- 
wards, there were plenty of the family there without you. 
Yes ! Yes! the ^^ family compacV^ was strong enough with- 
out your presence ; aud besides, your " modesty" would have 
been put to the blush. They tell me your friend Mr. Thomas 
Preston was there ; at one end of the room some very rough 
bad language was used, and I am sure you would not have 
liked that, would you Mr. Edwards ?) He then expatiated at 
great length on the disgraceful, confused proceedings of the 
meeting on the 24th ; said ^^ no one could be heard but those 
** who proposed and supported the resolutions ;* and regret- 
*' ted this more particularly, because he and Mr. Sutcliffe had 
** both intended to have made speeches there and were baulked." 
"He declared " the proceedings of the meeting reflected the 
**** greatest possible disgrace on all who had any thing to do 
** with them ; they had greatly injured the cause they were 
^ intended to serve." (Well done Mr. Edwards.) *' How 
<*his colleague Mr. Goodall could be a party he did not 
*' know." (Here poor Mr. Thomas Preston was again over- 
come, and vociferated " shame ! shame ! shame ! ! !" 

Mr. Edwards then talked about having signed a paper in 
ignorance, (tho' Mr. Goodall at the time he signed it, explained 
the meaning of the instrument, and Mr. E. read as much of it 
as he thought proper ;) " but he knew so much of it as to re- 
^^ member it was not stamped and so could not bind any honest 
** man, therefore he would discard it altogether." 

M r. John Sutcliffe rose to propose certain resolutions ; when 
Mr. James Goodall said : " I request the Chairman will allow 
*< me, before any further business is proceeded in, to rescue 
<^ my character from the most unjust aspersions intended to be 
** cast upon it by Mr. Edwards, who, I should have thought, 
^< would have been the last man to have attempted such a thing. 
*' In order to proceed methodically I will begin with the 
** charge of the sin of attending the meeting on the evening 



* I tell him, Mr. H. L. Edwards, to his face, and before the 
Public, this is a false and slanderous assertion. 

p 
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<« of the 23rd inst. It is most trae I was there. I have wm 
^^ reason to be ashamed of having been there, nor do I knoir 
^^ I am aoconntable to any one for having been there. Bat I 
^^ will be candid enough to tell this meeting I attended in nj 
^^ own individual capacity ; I am ready any where to sappoit 
^^ what I have done. As to the confasion on the following 
<^ day, on which Mr. Edwards thought proper to enlarge so 
^' much, I must confess I never i^oticed it ; I am sure there 
'^ were opportunities enough for him to have stated any thing 
'^ he wished ; but I suppose the modesty, about which he hai 
'' said so much this evening, prevented him. As my condurt 
'^ has been so harshly dealt with by Mr. Edwards, I will thank 
<< the chairman to refer to the resolutions of our former meet- 
<^ ings, and let those resolutions prove who have and who 
^' have not acted agreeably to them/^ f 

At this stage of the proceedings Mr. Groodall was contSno- 
ally interrupted by Mr. Preston^s que^ions and observations, 
which certainly caused, as they were intended to do, ^&rj 
considerable ^' confusion.^^ Mr. Goodall appealed to the diair- 
man, and insisted upon his right to proceed, as long as he was 
in order, without interruption. At the same time Mr. 6. as- 
sured Mr. Preston, when he had finished he was both abh 
and willing to answer any question. He had it in his power 
to propose. Mr. P. was then obliged to hold kit Tongw, 
Mr. Goodall continued : '^ I have not wanted to compromise, 
<' and thus betray the interests committed to my care. No : I 
^' have held the trust as sacred ; and now, since I have faith- 
^' fully discharged the duties of it, I lay down my power wher^ 
'^ I found it. I neither can nor will be a party in conduct like 
'^ this, which unsays and undoes one day, what had been said 
" and done the day before." 

Mr. Preston again attacked Mr. Goodall by ill-natured and 
personal observations on an a£&ir respecting some other town^i 
business, and was called to order by Mr. Haslarn, who pointed 
out the folly of such observations on that occasion. The 
meeting now consisted of about 13 persons; many had left, 
being disgusted at Mr. Preston's Gentlemanly behavionr, and 
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Ibe Trick^ which was intended to upset all former proeeed- 

Certain resolutions were then proposed. Mr. Sutcliffe was 
this evening, so "confused" by the "confusion" of his own 
brain, the " disgusting" situation he had placed himself in, 
and the tremendous falsehoods he had to " second ;" that poor 
man, altho^ his speech was no doubt ready prepared, he could 
not deliver the oration. 

Mr. James Goodall said ; ^< Mr. Chairman, as I see you 
**have the power of passing these resolutions, will you be so 
^ good as tell me whether you intend to pass them as the reso- 
** lutions of the Township of Skircoat, or simply as the reso- 
" lutions of the few who approve of them ?" The chairman 
replied : ^^As the resolutions of those only who approve of 
** them:' 

Mr. James Goodall : " Pass what yon please ; but mind, if 
<^you state them to be the resolutions of the Township of 
^ Skircoat, I shall think myself bound to notice them pub-« 
« licly." 

The propositions and resolutions were after all published on 
the following day, and sent by post and special messengers to 
every part of the Parish. — Nay ! ievery Street corner was or- 
namented with this special production, not of the wise men of 
Gotham, nor yet of Halifax. No ! No ! this effort of Genius, 
th'*? prodigy of Wisdom, was reserved to crown the Brows of 
th ?se learned, wise, honourable, self-dubbedj <^ Esquires of 
** Skircoat." For the amusement of my readers I here pre- 
fient them with a copy.^It was sent by post to the " Constable 
** of Fixby," and cost the Town Sixpence. 

" At a Meeting of the Inhabitants of Skircoat, held at the 
Workhouse, on Wednesday, the 31st of October, 1827, 
H* Wainhouse, Esq. in the Chair, the following Resolu- 
tions were proposed by H. L. Edwards, Esq. ; seconded by 
John Sutcliffe, Esq. and Thomas Preston, Esq. 

1st. That this Meeting having received the Report of the 
Del^ates of the Proceedings of the last Meeting, held at 
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Halifax, very mnch refrret tbat a Compromise has not been 
attempted to be ellected with the Vicar. That we Btill think 
it most desirable to brins^ aboat an amicable Arrangement, if 
possible ; and we eng^a^e to ase onr best endeavours to ao- 
complish it, highly disapproving of the last Resolation (No. 
17.) passed at that Meeting. — Carried. 

2nd. That if no Compromise can be effected, and a Suit 
shonld bo institntod, we consent to enter into a Bond to dO' 
fend sncb Suit, which Bond shall bind ns to abide the Dedsioii 
of the Court in which the Claims may be advocated : and in 
case the Verdict shall be against ns, we will proceed no fo^ 
thcr; onr intention being to try, npon the most amicable 
fooling, the mere Question of Right. — Nf^atived. 

3rd. That, considering the Condact of the Vicar, in stafiiig 
to bis Parishioners the Opinions he bad laid before Coonsel; 
and their Answers, as most candid and liberal ; we feel (and 
have from the first felt) fully disposed to meet the Claims in 
the most friendly and honourable manner. — C!arried. 

4 th. That we are convinced the Vicar, in making hif 
Claims, has done no more than try to establish what he con- 
ceived to be his Rights, with every disposition to press tf 
little as may be on his Parishioners : nor have we had any 
other Motive in resisting them than the Preservation of whit 
we conceive to be onr Rights. — Carried. 

ROBERT WAINHOUSE, Chairman. 
The following Five Resolutions were also proposed by 
H. L. Edwards, Esq. and read to the Meeting: bnt^ 
in consequence of the above Second Resolation being 
negatived were not put to the Vote. 
1st. That the above-mentioned Bond shall be submitted to 
the inspection and consideration of every one that wishes to 
peruse it, before it is engrossed, for his approbation. 

2nd. That before signing the Bond in question, the Local 
Committee shall divide the Amount to be raised In this Town- 
ship, and collect from each individual his proportional Share; 
and that the same shall be deposited in one of the Halilax 
Banks, in the Name and at the Control of the Local Cwn- 
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nittee« And farther, that before signing the Bond, the iphol^ 
Fand of £3,000, to be raised by the Parish, shall be collected 
and deposited in one of the Halifax Banks. 
• drd. That should any further subscription be necessary, we 
each engage to pay our Proportion : and should there be any 
Surplus after discharging the Expenses incurred, it shall be 
returned to the Parties in due Proportion. 

4 th. That we will not be bound by any Resolutions that 
may be come to by the Central Committee, without our indi- 
vidual approbation, obtained at a Meeting called for the pur- 
pose ; and we shall consider the Delegate that may be appointed 
subject to this Restriction. 

5th. That in order to moderate the Charge to the Parties 
subscribing, as much as possible, no Allowance for Expenses 
exceeding Seven Shillings shall be granted at any Meeting.^' 



• Well, you have now read the result of the collective wis- 
dom of these ** Wise Men of Skircoat," *' Esquires," I should 
have said ! I have a few words to say about them, and the 
subsequent proceedings of the party. I*m afraid youUl think 
the Skircoat affair long and tiresome. As it was the grand 
effort of the expiring party, and the only place where they 
could boast even of the appearance of success^ I am deter- 
mined to shew you all. Their triumph was but short-lived. 
If you read on, youUl find a Letter, published by Mr. James 
Goodall, (a true friend to the Parish of Halifax, and the 
Church of England,) here it is: — 

VICARIAL TITHES, HALIFAX. 



TO THE PUBLIC. 
<* The Doblest Motire is the Pablic good." — Viroil. 

When wicked Attempts are made to mislead the Public 
Mind, and to impress upon it, that the Act of the F£W is the 
will of the MANY, it becomes, however painful, the Duty of 
some Individual to expose such Attempts, that the designed 
Injury may in some degree be frustrated.— In doing this, I 
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disoIaiiD every PerBonal Motive, though no Man has reoeiined 
more unjust provocation. There has appeared within tbem 
few Days, an Advertisement, headed, << At a Meeting of tha 
Inhabitants of Skircoat, held at the Workhouse, on Wed- 
nesday, the 3 1st of October, 1827, R. Wainhonse, Esq. ia 
the Chair,^^ wherein certain Resolutions are stated to be pas- 
sed, and some others also, said to be read to the Meeting; 
but in c<msequence of the 2nd Resolution being a^^ved, 
were not put to the Vote. It is not needful here to redta 
the Resolutions, they are posted at every Street end, and the 
Public will judge their Merit : but that the Public may ooN 
lectly appreciate their Value, I will give a Statement of the 
Business. The Meeting was but thinly attended^ and for this 
leason ; ail the rateable Inhabitants in the Township, (exoqit 
about 8) had signed a Paper, expressing their readiness to, 
execute any Bond or other Legal Instruments that might be 
prepared, to resist the new Claims of the Vicar ; consequently, 
they did not think it needful to give their Attendance, as they 
could not suppose any new Measures were conteipplated,— 
and at two previous Meetings, it had been determined almost 
unanimously, that the new Claims of the Vicar should he re- 
sisted ; in fact, and in few words, the Delegates wore in- 
structed to join the general Body of the Parish in their 
lesistance, except some Settlement could be effected on equi- 
table Terms; and the Hopes of this were entirely blasted by 
the Conduct of the Delegation from the Swan Meeting. At 
the Skircoat Meeting above alluded to, there were about 20 
or 22 Persons present at its commencemeut, and principally 
in consequence of Observations of a most unjustifiable nature 
being made, and particularly some like this.— ^ Were the 
respectable and landed Proprietors ' to be governed by the 
Rabble ?^' This Sentiment (uttered by a Man whose situation 
in Life, and whose Education ought to have taught him 
better) had the designed eifect, and the Meeting soon dwin- 
dled to 13 Persons : when this noble Stroke had been effected, 
the Resolutions above alluded to, were proposed, (and not 
before ; for observe, that would not have answered the end) 
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'alid the Proposers, S6cond«rs, and Voters, inelniiag An 
Chairman, amoonting to what ? the enormous number of 8 
Persons, (3 of whom had signed the Paper before referred to) 
and these have the assurance to palm the Resolnticms on the 
Public, as the Act and Deed of the Inhabitants of Skircoi^t. — 
O Shame, where is thy Blush ? 

The writer of this, now holds in his Hand, a List, contain- 
ing 52 Names, many of whom are not the Inferiors of the 
worthy few, either in Birth, Education, Manners, or Property. 
Now my respected Townsmen, assert your Rights — be not 
the Slaves of any, and more particularly the self-created 
Aristocracy, who would bind you in fetters — use your own 
Judgment — act as you think best It has been falsely asserted, 
that because I have advocated the Cause of this Township 
Bgainst factious oppression, and refused to betray the Interests 
committed to my care, I am an Enemy to the Vicar. — I in- 
dignantly repel the Charge, and assert Publicly, that I am 
one of his best Friends, and not like those (falsely so called) 
who are leading him into inextricable Error : he has not one 
in his Parish who wishes him better, and to put the Truth of 
this assertion to the test, I will, as a free-will OFFBRiNa 
(hot not as a right) give him as much as any Man in my cir- 
cumstances, either in this Township or the Parish. No Per- 
son more fully appreciates the Ministerial Labors of the Rev. 
C. Musgrave than I do, and none is more opposed to every 

species of aggression. 

JAMES GOOD ALL. 

Skircoat, Nov. 5th j 1827. 

Well^ yoH have now seen what Mr. Goodall has to say on 
the subject ! donH you think he has more sense than the 
«^ three Esquires '^ crammed^^ by the Halifax Wiseacres, and 
<^ primed out of Mr. Thomas Preston^s nice plaything — the 
<< London Book ? I am sure he has.^^ 

Now let us amuse ourselves with the depth of wisdom ma- 
nifestly developed in these Skircoat resolutions and Proposi- 
tions. My readers must not forget Mr. Edwards and Mr* 
Sutclifife had joined Mr. Goodall in the resolution of the 
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meeting; of Delegates on the 26th of September ''to renH the 
new claims of the Vicar,*^ and received the thanks of their 
townsmen by a special vote, for having done so. Now their 
first resolution is intended to represent the town as weeping 
at the obstinacy of those who are yet determined '' to resigt" 
How amiable to lead poor silly stupid fools into a snare, and 
then cry over them ! 

But what says the second resolution ? It looks something 
more manly, and appears to talk of trying the case, (i. e. le- 
sisting) ; this was to please those who wanted to stand out 
** What, ye " turncoats,'^ will you go to law with your Vicar at 
" ter all?" — " Why yes! just to keep up an appearance, to 
'^ gull the natives ; — we'll give him every chance ; — we^Utryit 
'^ upon the most amicable footing ; and then, — when he^s got 
" ' the verdict,'— we'll never stir again." — Admirable defimd- 
ants ! You'd better never try at all but give it in. — Oh ! Oh! 
my good friends, I find this second resolution was '' negatived'* 
even by your own party. They proved their sense, prodain^ 
ed your folly, and escaped your trap. 

Your third resolution certainly out-runs in stupidity and 
falsehood cither of the former. You actually make yourselves 
say, ^' from th£ first we have felt fully disposed to meet the 
^' claims in the most friendly manner." Why ! what do you 
mean ? — All the world has not been asleep, if yon have ! — ^At 
"^rfii" you resolved " to resist the claimsJ^ — Call you this 
backing of your friends ? Away then with your hypocritical 
cant, your scandalous nonsense. — What, would you have ns 
i'orgetyou've turned your coats? — No! no! WeknowyonnoiF. 

Your fourth resolution is an admirable apology to the Vicar 
having oTice dared to resist his claims. I have no doubt he 
has absolved you long ere this. What a stretch of canting 
flattery for Mr. John Sucliffe, who had calculated the Vicar's 
claims as a dead loss to the parish of £800,000, now to second 
a resolution which declares the Vicar has shewn << every dis» 
position to press as little as may be on his parishionerSt" 

'^Tbe Lie (he knew that be was right before) 
Blisters his mouthy and makes the toogue all soi^'^ . . 
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Then I seeyoa have other five resolotions as yoacall them, 
(1 am not looking at the Placard, font have actually before me 
a precious copy of these notable resolutions, elegantly writ- 
fen on beautifully -fine paper, which was once the property of 
Henry Lees Edwards, Esquire, and shews how correctly and 
neatly every thing was arranged and resolved before the 
meeting. In this copy, the whole string of^ fooleries are en- 
tered as RESOLVED. How vcry nicely the little Junto of 
'< Esquires'^ had settled all these matters for their little party ! 
How provoking to their Worships, when 6 out of 9 were in- 
dignantly rejected, even by their chosen friends ! I would not 
take a trifle for the document.) These latter five however were 
not offered to the meeting. I wonder any body could be so 
silly as tell them to the public, after they had been discarded 
bv their authors. 

There is one of these discarded resolutions^ which xlisplays 
go much wisdom, and require in the execution not only the 
power of ready and minute calculation, but actually (I am 
not joking) of Prophecy a\Bo. I mean the one which says; 
*^ before signing the Bond, the whole fund of £3,000 to be 
^ raised by the Parish^ shall be collectedand deposited in one 
<' of the Halifax Banks.'' <^Now Mr. Edwards, Mr. SntcliflGe, 
aye and Mr. Thomas iPreston too, if any of yon can tell me 
how you could apportion the sums each person would have te 
pay, before all had signed, you are wiser than I took you to 
be: for in my opinion, it would puzzle the Ficar himself; 
aye, and not only the reader, but the Author of Mr. Thomas 
Preston's ^ London Book;" be he who he may. You know 
you could not calculate who would sign by promises. No^ 
nor if they signed agreements either. Mr. Edwards knows 
that very well. — What a pity you did not keep this discarded 
resolution back ! It makes you look worse, than there was need 
ef. Yet you were determined to print it ;-rSO I have copied it/' 
But this is not all : I have another treat for my readers. — 
Mr. Edwards was so full of the wisdom he displayed at 
Skircoat, the horror excited by the disgraceful proceedings of 
tiie Delegates, and the tmexampled perfidious treachery of Mt. 

Q 
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Jame^ Goodall, be could only contain himself two di^* 
On the Slid of November he sits down to empty his Cranium, 
by making the following very temperaU oommanioatton to 
that venerable, intrepid, and steady friend of the Parish of 
Halifax, Captain Lister, taking care to enclose a ^ Copy of 
the Resolations,^^ for the amusement of the Captain. 

Pye Nest, 2nd Nov. 1827. 

CiPTiiN Lister, 

(Shibden-Hall,) 

Sir, 

I beg to hand yon a Copy of the Resolotioiw 

submitted to a Public Meeting in Skircoat, on Wednesday 
last, with the decision on those which were put to Uie Vote, for 
you will observe that part of them, being subservient to the 
Second Resolution, which was negatived, were not proposed. 
At the conclusion of that Meeting, the three Delegates re- 
signed their OfiBce ; and I have now to inform you, (and to re* 
quest you will communicate to the Delegates in general) that 
the intemperate character of the proceedings at the Meeting, 
on the 24th Ult., and the arbitrary and violent Resolutions 
adopted without allowing time for consideration, have so du- 
gusted ME, that I can no longer think of being a party to 
such proceedings, or allow myself to be implicated in senti- 
ments and proposals, which are quite foreign to my feelings. 

When I read in the printed Circular the Seventeenth Reso* 
lution passed at that Meeting, I could only excuse mtsblp 
for not having protested against it ; by the confusion and a^ 
tercation that surrounded ME, and I can appeal to many 
other Gentlemen present, whether they were not in the 
same predicament. 

The object of the Township of Skircoat has been from 
THE FIRST, to obtain if possible a Settlement by Act of Par- 
liament. 

Such were the instructions which I and my fellow-delegates 
received; and I expressed them at the Meeting. Yet Mr. 
Goodall after acknowledging this point, thought proper to 
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assert, that he and a majority of the Township were averse to 
such an arrangement. — Thus taking upon himself iQ contra- 
vene the instructions he had recognized^ and to cancel the act 
of the Meeting of the township. After such proceedings as 
these, can it be expected that I or any other gentleman with 
a LARGE Interest at stake, should give full powers to any 
Committee to act for as in this business ? / for one thirdc 
not ; and I request you will inform the parties interested that 
I am ready to pay my share of any law expenses that may have 
been incurred to the present date, but that I will join in no 
further proceedings until I see a total change in the direction 
of them. I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 
Your Obedient Servant, 

HY. LEES EDWARDS. 

Mr. Edwards being now in a writing mood, and vastly plea- 
sed with this last production of his brain, was not cont^it 
with sending the above to Captain Lister ; but actually trans- 
mitted a copy of it to Mr. Stead, one of the solicitors of the 
Parish, at the same time taking good care Mr. Stead should 
not miss the sight of those learned ^^ Skirooat Resolutions^*, as 
the following letter setteth forth. 

Samuel Stead, Esquire. 

Sir, 
I beg leave to hand you inclosed a copy of the proceedings 
that took place at a public Meeting in Skircoat on Wednes. 
day last, on the subject of the Vicar's claims for Tithes, as al- 
so Copy of a letter I have this day addressed to Captain Lis- 
ter for the information of the other Delegates and parties 
concerned. I have now to request you will take notice there 
are no Delegates for Skircoat, and that I shall not consider 
MYSELF or the Township responsible for any part of the ex- 
penses that may be hereafter incurred at ihelnstigationj or by 
Direction of the Delegates appointed by other Towns, to re- 
sist the claims of the Vicar. 
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I shall be ready to pay my qoo^ of the expenses already in- 
enrred, when I am informed of my proportion. 

I remain, Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 

HY. LEES EDWARDS. 

Pye'Ne8ty2nd Nov. 1827. 

Very well Mr. Edwards j these are two excellent letters, and 
have taken a good deal of stndy and contriving. I will exa^ 
mine their merits as soon as I have preseiited my readers with 
a copy of youp friend John Sntcliffe's epistle. You know he 
was trying his hand as well as yourself, and after much labour 
contrived to put together the following sentences in the shape 
of a letter to Captain Lister ; and, when he had read it over^ 
he too was so delighted with his performance, that he put 
himself to the trouble of handing a Copy thereof to Mr. Steady 
but he was not so polite as you ; — he did not send Mr. Stead'aa 
introductory Epistle ; his faculties had perhaps been dreadfully 
stretched during the arrangement of the ^^ Resolutions ;^* and 
then writing this long Letter to Captain Lister had quite ex- 
hausted him ; it was enough to have exhausted the wisdom of 
a Solomon, the patience of a Job, and the labor of an ^'Ass/' 
Well ! here you see it word for word. 

Captain Lister, 

Sir, 

I expect Mr. Edwards will have handed yon 

aCopy of the Resolutions submitted to the public Meeting 
held in Skircoat, on Wednesday last, to consider the Bn«- 
ness of the Vicar's Claims ; and which Resolutions you will 
perceive brrathe a very different spirit to those submitted 
and ^ufTte^ througb the Halifax Meeting on the 24th ulto. 

Mr. Edwards and I have one and the same opinion respect* 
ingf the Proceedings of that day — the sentiments and propo- 
sals-contained in those Resolutions (the 17th especially) wer^ 
entirely at variance with our views and feelings on the sub- 
ject ; and now, Sir, I beg leave to inform you, that I shaU 
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tdmays be sorry to he considered as taking a part in any such 
proceedings, 

The Township of Skircoat from the beginnikg has 
^shed to obtain a settlement by Act of Parliament. — Such 
ys^ere the instructions received by us as Delegates, and which 
Mr. Edwards and I expressed as fully as the confusion and 
VIOLENT SPIRIT of the Halifax Meeting would allow us ; and 
^surprised indeed were we to hear the unaccountable remarks 
made by Mr. Goodall, contrary to the opinion and wish of th& 
Township we represented : — we have now however Ceased to- 
be Delegates, and I beg you will make this known to the 
Delegates in general ; and at the same time, I will thank you 
to say that I am ready to pay my Share of the Law Expenses* 
idready incurred, but I will join in no further proceedings, 
imtil I see a change. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most Obdt Servt. 

JOHN SUTCLIFFE. 

Willow-Hall, Nov. S, 1827. 

I doubt not my readers are now laughing heartily at the 
expense of Messrs. Edwards and Sntoliffe. I remember, when^ 
I read these. Letters to the Central Committee, more than one 
person laughed. — Mr. James Goodall enjoyed the joke admir- 
f^ly. If Preston had been there, he would have blushed and 
cried : Shame ! ! ! Shame ! ! ! — But what was he doing not to 
write a Letter too ? The thing is incomplete for want of his. 
Hold ! Hold ! I never heard he could write. There's hope he 
may; for, give him his due, he seemed mightily fond of 
Learning, when he produced his '^London Book'^ at Skircoat. 
it was delightful to see bim bending over his Lesson, and 
fumbling and thumbing to find his place. Go on Mr. Thomas 
Preston : diligence, patience, and perseverance, have worked 
wonders before now. YouUl be a writer soon, — I warrant you . 

It is time however to return to the valuable Epistles of 
Messrs Edwards and Sutcliife. Those Gentlemen are no stran- 
gers in the Parish of Halifax ; they are well known, and have 
been hitherto highly respected. How careful should men of 
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their station be never to speak or write a falsehood, parUca*. 
larly when they are endeavouring to serve the cause of Reli- 
gion, of the Church of £ngland, of a pious Vicar ! I will 
call no names : I will not even say Uiese Letters are <^ arbi- 
trar}','' '• violent,'' *' intemperate," ^disgusting :'* but I wUl 

state FactSy unanswerable Facts j 

*« And bid them ipeak for me."— 

These Gentlemen state '^ the object of the township of Skir- 
*^coat has been, from the first, to obtain if possible a settle- 
*^ ment by Act of Parliament." The Truth is (and I call upon 
them to contradict it if they can) they with Mr. Jas. Goodall, 
at the first Meeting of Delegates on the 26th of September, 
cordially joined in the vote for determined resistance to the 
Vicar's claims ; they never said one single word, no nor threw 
out the slightest hint, that the township of Skirooat widied 
*^ to obtain, if possible, a settlement by Act of Parliament.*' 
And, when these three Delegates returned to their Townsmen, 
and reported to them the proceedings of the Delegates, thanks 
were voted to them for their conduct. — How could this have 
hseti the case, if they had received orders from their township 
*^ to obtain, if possible, a settlement by Act of Parliament?" 
Had that been the case they would have been severely censor- 
ed, for having endeavoured (in Mr. £dward's own words) 
^^ to contravene the Instructions they had recognized, and to 
^ cancel the act of the Meeting of the township.'* 

The truth is in direct contradiction of Messrs. Edwards and 
Sutcliffe. The object of the township of Skircoat was at the 
first TO RESIST the new claims of the Vicar.* Mr. James 
Goodall is also charged with '^ making unaccountable remarks 
^contrary to the opinion and wish of the township ; thus tak* 
<^ ing upon himself to contravene the instructions he had re- 
^ cognized, and cancel the act of the meeting of the town- 
^^ ship." These are serious charges to bring against a respect-, 
able individual ; they are however of the same character as 
the other positive assertion : they are absolutely false. At the. 

* Mr. Edwards and Mr. Sutcliffe are desired to eoutradict this* 
y^lhey cuu. 
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Inst public meeting of Delegates, Mr. Goodall acknowledged 
the instractions, thev had received from their last town's meet- 
ing, were sach as Mr« Edwards had represented. He added, 
however, the Skircoat meeting had not been nnmeroHsly 
attended, and he was aware the great majority of the town^s 
people were decidedly opposed to a composition^ himself was 
one of that number. What H stated is literally correct. They 
have signed the Parish Bond ; and thus proved the truth of 
Mr. Goodairs statement, and the absolute falsehood of Messrs. 
£dwardsand Sntclifie^s ill-natured, nngentlemanly attack upon 
the Honour and good Faith of a Neighbour* 

The charge made against Mr. Goodall, of having cancelled 
the act of the town*s meeting, is proved to be False by the 
votes of the meeting itself. Skircoat voted for a compromise, 
and is published in the report of the proceedings as a '^ com- 
promising township.^^f I am happy however to say : Skircoat 
has again taken her proper place in the parish, and is deter- 
mined to resist ; she has sent us our worthy friend Goodall as 
her Delegate to the Central Committee, because she has prov- 
ed him, and can confide in his honour. — 

These letters are not very long, but they are full of errors 
or something worse. See what these Gentlemen say about the 
resolutions of the Delegates on the 24th of October ! They 
call them << intemperate,^* <^ arbitiary,^^ "violent," "disgust- 
ing ;'^ and the only reason they give, is, because forsooth 
'< they are entirely at variance with their views and feelings." 
That we very well knew at the time, and liked them better for it. 
Oh yes ! I see another reason Mr. Sutclifie gives. — I ask his 
pardon, — I had forgotten it — He does not like our " Resolu- 
tions,*' because they donH " breathe" in the same way the Skir- 
coat propositions do. — I dare say they don*t — More than one 
half the Skircoat propositions never " breathed"^ at all ; they 
were either smothered in their birth or still-bom ; and the 



* Let this be denied, if it can, by these two great Landed 
Proprietors. 

f Here again 1 call for your coDtmdiction, my valiant 
Knights. 
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surviving bantlings,— poor things, ^^breathe*'' very tremulonslj^ 
and are gasping for a^ little *' breath,'* if not extinguished long 
ere now. Oars are strong and vigorous, still ^^ br£atke,'^^ Md 
will continue to ^^ breathe*'' a spirit of determined resolute o[^ 
sition and resistance to the imbecile interference of these 
would-be Gentry, and to Priestly Domination. 

And what say you, Mr. £dwards and Mr. Sntcliffe, that, 
but ^^ for the violent spirit of the Halifax meeting,'*^ and ^die 
confusion and altercation which surrounded you,^^ you wodM 
have '^ protested againsf^ those ^' disgusting^^ resolutions, 
particularly against the 17th, (whose only offence is that ii 
precludes your return amongst us.) I should have thought 
yon would have liked it better than any in the batch. — I do* 
You appear to have a secret wish to return. You are anopn* 
fortable, I have no doubt : — who would not in your situation f 
So should we be, if we had such characters as yoursdves 
amongst us. — But what say you ? ^^ you had intended to have 
^^ speechifyed at Halifax, — were prevented by <^ confusion, 
'' altercation,^^ &c. — and << can appeal to many other GentUmen 
"present" for corroboration!!" Bring them out! — 1 deny 
it ! ! — It is as base as your other Falsehoods ! ! 

When Skircoat township was called on, Mr. £dwards an- 
swered for it, no one interrupted him. — ^This I aver. — ^He 
had finished his oration before Mr. Goodall rose. — Deny this 
Mr. £dwards, if you can. Besides there were many oipepot* 
tunities for Messrs. £dwards and Sutcliffe to have expressed 
their feelings. Under all the circumstances of the case, I am 
sure a more orderly meeting never was held, and never did a 
Chairman behave with more independence and fairness ttask 
Colonel Dearden, on that occasion. If Messrs. Edwards and 
SntclifiTe had hinted to the meeting how big they w6re with 
speeches, they would have been heard. They know it too* 
There hsqppened to be three reporters for provincial newspa-^ 
pers at that meeting, all disinterested. Have they in their 
reports designated the meeting as " disorderly,^'' " confused,^ 
&c. ? I appeal to them, and every disinterested person pre- 
sent, if Mesrss. Edwards and Sutcliffe have not grossly 



120 

Mrerved from the trath. I do indeed remember a little con- 
fiision in the meeting, when Mr. Edwards proposed an amend* 
nent to the 12th Proposition, and instead of £2000, in a 
ineering sarcastic tone said, ** Mr. Oastler, yon had better say 
£4000.^^ It is evident his feeling was ; *^ now I have left you, 
I will if possible confonnd yoa/' Poor Mr* Edwards seemed 
to think the Parish of Halifax woald be overwhelmed at the 
idea of raising £4000, now he and his frigid Satcliffo had 
left. — Wh^t impudence some men have ! 

And, Mr. £dwards and Mr. Sutcliffe, you really believe, 
and expect other persons to believe, the resolutions were 
^ hurried through the meeting of the 24th,*' — were " adopted 
without allowing time for consideration,^' — and, forsooth yoo 
were, and now are, dreadfully ** disgusted^' thereat? What 
fine and tender sensibilities you are composed of ! How ami- 
able and conciliatory are your dispositions ! ! How extremely 
charitable and kind are your reproofs I ! ! I must however 
(without fear of contradiction) tell you ^^this representaticm 
k, like the rest of your observations, far away from the truth.-* 
DonH you remember I read the whole list of resolutions sloW' 
ly^ loudly <f and distinctly ; and, after many observations had 
been made upon them hy the Ficar's friends^ it was decided I 
should read them separately, and they should be subjected one 
by one to the consideration and decision of the meeting? 
Have you forgotten £ was particularly distinct^ loud and slow, 
when I read them ? and, when in reading them the second time, 
I had finished the fourth resolution, do you not recollect that 
you were all tired of hearing them singly, and requested the 
following resolutions should not be put separately? Have 
you no recollection that much debating ensued, all persons 
who wished to speak were patiently heard ? Don't you re- 
member Mr. H. L. Edwards, Mr. John Sutcliffe, Mr. 
John Hodgson, Mr. W. J. Norris, William Rawson, Esq. 
John Waterhouse, Esq. Christopher Rawson, Esq. (all of 
them Ficar'^s friends) as well as Colonel Dearden and Michael 
Stocks, Esq. (who were not Delegates) addressed the meeting ? 

Tell me, if you can, who interrupted them ? If ever a party 

* r 
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bad fair play, yon had. Yon had twice as many speakers a» 
vre had, and none were interrupted. True, you were short of 
argument ; you had no reason on your side ; therefore we could 
not be persuaded to follow your advice. I am very soon to 
take leave of yon ; before I do it, allow me to tell yoo in the 
mildest terms, '* I verily believe, if the Father of Lies had 
^< written an account of the Meeting of Delegates on the 24th 
'' of October, with all his skill in this peculiar science, be 
'* could not have surpassed you." 

When you join another set of friends and leave them, be 
content to retire peaceably and quietly ; never again spit out 
your poison in slander, calumny, and falsehood. Yon are 
n>t cunning enough to Lie with success^ although yon seem 
to think you may with impunity. We mourn not at your de- 
sertion ; we don't want your assistance ; nay, we are rejoiced 
you have left us : but we will expose your Falsehoods. 

I now bid these ^^ Skircoat Esquires" adieu. I cannot how- 
ever refrain from quoting the following very apposite lines. 
If they had been written for the occasion, they could not have 
been more suitable. 

" Aud DOW I bid these valiant Knights adieu : 
I bate their Falsehoods, and their Baseness too. 
At first they blew the trumpet for the war^ 
High on a hill, conspicuous from afar : 
But, when they'd drawn their followers to the fig^ht. 
Their courage fail'd them, and they turned to flight. 
Where now is all their boasted courage flown, 
''An Ignis fatuua thats' just seen then gone V* 
Nor here indeed their shame or treach'ry ends ; 
They spit their venomM slander at their friends. 
^Tif well such reptiles hare no powerful sting. 
Or they would us to sure destruction bring 1 
We look on them, we look, aud we despise. 
We shake them from us, loathsome to our eyes. 
We say *' what hideous things such reptiles are> 
«• We will not kill, well pity, and we'll spare. 
« Go you, and strengthen then> the hostile bands; 
*' To fight our battles we ^tiBifaithful hands. 
** Our warriors all are champions staunch and true. 
" For they say one thing — and they do it too,** 
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The Solicitors, appointed to manage the legal proceedings 
for the Parish, were now preparing the Parish Bond. The 
anonjmoas Squib against the Bond, &c., had been circulated 
in every direction. On Saturday, November 3rd, several 
Delegates having met and conversed on the subject, it was 
thought adviseable, if possible, to prevent the repetition of 
such publications. We were desirous of meeting the question 
of tithes 'peaceably and honourably in a court of law ; we de^ 
preeated the idea of endeavouring to rouse the feeling of the 
Parish ; we foresaw if we were compelled to enter the lists 
-with our opponents, we should be obliged, in fighting them 
with their own weapons, to excite feelings of a very unpleas- 
ant nature towards the Vicar; we were earnestly desirous of 
avoiding such a circumstance ; we were satisfied the Squib now 
published, though it was intended to injure our cause, was 
such a tissue of Folly and Falsehood^ that it could do us 
no harm ; we were however determined, if the Vicar'^s party 
should repeat their anonymous attack, silence on our part 
should no longer be kept. I was requested to wait upon the 
Vicar, and state the views of the Delegates on this subject. — 
I did so. — The Vicar received me very politely, and assured 
me he had ^^ felt much pain when he found the document was 
published ; he and his brother had used every effort to prevent 
its publication, (I have since been informed by the Vicar^s 
Solicitor, he and his brother also, used their influence to dis- 
suade the author from printing it,) and could not succeed ; 
it was his wish to excite no hostile feeling ; and he had taken 
pains to prevent any thing being inserted in the newspapers, 
which might have a tendency to disturb the quiet and peace 
of the Parish^' I told him ^^ there was nothing which the De- 
legates deprecated more than making the subject a question of 
feeling ; we knew we had the power to answer this Squib ; 
but if the question were to be settled in this way, many things 
must of necessity be said which would harass his feelings^'*'* 
To this he answered : " I think, Mr. Oastler, it will not be 
'* right to hurt my feelings, for I assure you I have done all 
^ 1 can to prevent the publication of oflTensive documents." 
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X replied : '^ If yon or any of yoar friends, who have a wifA 
^ to pablish on the sobject, will give yoar names, all will be 
** fair, and I am sure they will be answered : but, if you can* 
*' not manage your own 'party and keep them from insulting «i 
*' by anonymous Squibs^we of course have no one to look to but 
*' yourself, the head of the party : consequently , though muck 
** against our inclinations, I am afraid you will be the sufferer* 
^^ We have determined to take no notice of the one now cir* 
^^ calating, unless this kind of warfare be continued ; we sse 
^< extremely anxious to try the question fairly in a court of law; 
*< no good can possibly arise to either party from such publican 
*^ tions ; for, however the feelings of the parishioners may be 
'* excited, the question must in the end be tried by cool^ de* 
^ liberate, and disinterested individuals/' To this the Vicir 
assented most cordially. I then said : <^ I particularly widi 
^^ to be rightly understood : I have not called upon you, faSf 
^ cause we are afraid of meeting Squib by Squib ; I am OMBe 
<< to protest against such means ; but if your party is detenniufid 
^ to persist, why then we must, and will meet them ; and, Id 
** the consequence be what it may, I beg it may never be forgot- 
*' ten that the Delegates were not the assailants s that we pro- 
^^ tested against the system; and there is nothing we vwre 
*• deprecate, than the idea of exciting any feeling against 
*' Yourself or the Church of England,'^'' The Vicar assared 
me he would continue to use his influence to prevent the pnb* 
licatiou of such documents. I fully believe he has done so. 
He cannot however oontroul his friends. Jf he could have 
done this, matters would not, I firmly believe, have been as 
they are now, in the Parish of Halifax* 

The Vicar assared me at this interview no ear^A/y consider* 
ation should induce him to abandon his claims. When I told 
this to Mr. Geo. Binns, (Delegate for Norland,) he answered: 
^ Well, come! let us hope, if no earthly consideration will 
'' induce him to do us justice, some heavenly influence may 
^^ be imparted, and he, after all, be induced to act the part of 
« a Christian Viear !" 

On Wednesday, the 7th of November, the first Meeting <rf 
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tiie Central Committee was held at the White Lion, Halifax* 
The Bond was read, approved of, and signed* The township 
of Sojland now joined us in resistance to the Vicar^s claims. 
Onr steady fri<md, Mr. James Goodall, of Skircoat, was 
nnanimoasly appointed Secretary to the Central Committee. 

The following communication was handed to the Editors 
of the " Leeds Intelligencer,*' the " Leeds Mercury," and 
the ^^ Bradford and Huddersfieid Courier.** 

Halifax, Nov. 1th, 1827. 

GeNTXiEMRN, 

I have the pleasure to inform you, that the meetings 
of delegates for the diiferent townships has been held this 
day; and notwithstanding every effort has been made to 
disunite us, we have to a man come forward to assert our con- 
tinued and resolute opposition to the new claims of the Vicar.^ 
One township which wished for a compromise at the last 
meeting, has, by its delegate, signified its intention to 
join us. The agreement, as settled by Counsel, has this day 
been unanimously sanctioned and adopted by the central com- 
mittee, as the agreement of the Parish of Halifax, and is now 
in the course of signature. 

I am. Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

RICHARD OASTLER, Chairman. 

The Vicar^s party were not unmoved spectators of our 
proceedings : they saw how vain were all their attempts to 
break our union : and the band, who had been specially di- 
rected to ^^ divide our councils," perceiving the utter inutility 
of further exertion, retired from the scene of action ; and, 
for ought I know, joined the squad in <^ secret ambush " laid. 

The following Squib, which appeared in the Leeds In- 
telligencer of Nov. 8th, could not certainly be the work of 
any single "Fool or Rogue." The folly of the whole Pa- 
rish, mixed up with a great share of falsehood and malice. 
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seem to be concentrated in this admirable Epistle. Yoa We 
it here : ase your own judgment : 

HALIFAX VICARIAL TITHES. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE LEEDS INTELLIGENCER. 

Sir.— The question between the Inhabitants of Halifax pa- 
rish and their Vicar now assames a vexations aspect ; notwith- 
standing the interest taken by a nnmber of the most respecta- 
ble individuals in the parish to have the differences settled by 
an amicable arrangement— a result which, so far as the farmers 
are concerned, would have been very advantageous for them. 

I should not have troubled myself or you upon this subject, 
had the Delegates stated their case in a fair and candid man- 
Her, for the public to judge between them and their Vicar; bat 
there is no such statement ; nothing but declamation and op- 
position, as if the Vicar had no rights, and all was at the will and 
disposal of the Delegates. At the first meeting Mr. Oastler seem- 
ed to have no objection to the Vicar's income being augmented 
to £1 ,500 a year, and applauded his merits, deserts, &c. &c. yet 
at the same time he alarmed the parish by informing them that 
the Vicar^s claims would amount to from £35,000 or £40,000 
a year; but here Mr. Oastler has made no small mistake— he 
has mistaken the capital for the interest, the rent for the small 
Tithes. Mr. Stocks's allusion is something in the same way, 
when he declared the stone in the Ovenden allotments, belong- 
ing to the Vicar, to be worth £500 a year. I recommend Mr. 
Stocks to settle that question, by offering half the amount, 
which I have no doubt will be readily accepted. 

The public, and those who know something of Tithes, 
ought to be informed that Halifax is one of the largest, 
wealthiest, and most populous parishes in England, contain- 
ing upwards of 70,000 acres, and 100,000 inhabitants— and 
that the Vicar, for the time being, is required to act as a 
Justice of the Peace, Formerly it was one of the most barren, 
principally a forest for deer, &c. consequently the Tithes 
were very trivial, but it is well known that as agriculture im- ' 
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»roved in the parish, the Tithes increased in value ; and it is 
ip argament that formerly the small Tithes only raised £200 
£300 a year, and have been augmented from time to time^ 
d £700, that they are at present worth £3,000 to £4,000 a 
ear, which the parishioners can now pay with more ease than 
hey could as many hundreds 200 or 300 years ago. There 
tre thousands of other barren parishes in the kingdom that 
lave partaken of the general improvements of the country, in 
the same ratio. The sum proposed by some of the Inhabi- 
lants, £2,000 a year, would be about 6d. per acre, for the small 
Tithes, to each farmer; therefore there is little room to ex* 
;laim against the Viear^s enormous demands, but rather there 
sjoom to applaud him for his moderation and willingness to 
impound, in order to set the matter at rest. Suppose Hali- 
ss. had been in ten parishes of 7000 acres each, (and there are 
hoasands in £ngland less,) would £200 or £300 a year have 
teen thought too much for each incumbent, or too burtheno 
ome to the parishes? No. In this case, £2,000 a year, 
igreeable to Mr. Oastier's own calculation, is only a mere 
icknowledgment — only 5 per cent, upon his valuation, and no 
iberal-minded man will think that sum too much to support 
lie Vicar of HalifiEix in his most respectable and arduous vo* 
nations. 

Mr. Oastler states that he represents the greatest land- 
owner in the parish ; he may be correct ; but at the same 
lime I think it would be much better if Squire T^omhili 
ironld live and spend his ample income in the parish, and 
represent himself upon these occasions, as it strikes me he 
would judge the matter better than his agent — who states the 
Vicar's claims at £40,000 a-year ! for I presume the Squire 
would not oppose the Vicar receiving his due, nor partlcipa* 
ting in the improvements of the parish. I perceive, however, 
it is the Agistment Tithe Mr. Oastler has in view; and pro- 
bably Squire Thornhill pastures more land than any twenty 
farmers in the parish I Here is the rub. But, at the same 
time 1 tell him that the rent of all the pasture land in this 
Taluable and extensive parish is not worth £40,000 a-year; 
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therefore, how can the Tithe be any thing like that sam. T&e 
Vicar woald be highly to blame to accept £29000 a-year, if he 
was justly entitled to five or ten times the amount, by fbiB 
means prejudicing the living to his successors. 

The Delegate from Fixby pronounces that township <^ de- 
cidedly opposed to any composition^' — fourteen other town- 
ships echo nearly the same thing : only behold such an enor- 
mous parish leagued against an individual, headed by Sqaiie 
Thomhiirs agent * Read his speeches and resolutions about 
Bonds, Delegates, Compulsion, Expulsion, Solicitors, Se- 
cretaries, Bankers, Central Committee, Local Committees, 
&c. &c. A pretty figure they would make in a Court of 
Justice, thus leagued to oppress an individual ! If the re- 
presentative thinks this will strengthen his cause, he is a 
greater novice than I took him to be. 

If I was to call this a simple question between the Yioar 
and his parishioners, perhaps, I might be called to an account ; 
but suppose it is a compound one, will any man deny that the 
Vicar is entitled to Vicarial or Small Tithes? No. Could 
any person conversant with Tithes believe that his Parish- 
ioners would for a moment, refuse to give him a moderate 
composition for them ? but so it is. This wealthy, extensive 
parish, or rather a part of it, will accede to nothing, but op' 
pose and intimidate the Ficar^s claims to bring them to their 
own terms ; but it is to be hoped this will not be the case at 
present. The Vicar does not ask the utmost of his due by far; 
but, as Squire ThornhilPs estate contains more pasture land 
than fifty farms in the Parish, his agent wants them all boond 
to try the question in every Court in the Kingdom, to assist 
him to have his land exonerated from Agistment Tithes ! If 
the Parishioners are wise they will let Squire Thomhill de- 
fend his estate himself. You will not find Mr. Stocks ^gning 
his Bond, nor any sensible man : every man who does will 
have cause to repent, for there is no retracting ; how many 
thousands have been ruined in the same way ! 

As the Tithes are the Vicar^s due, it is the farmers^ inteie)^ 
to compound individually, upon the best terms they can ; (tf 
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any ri^ht is to be tried, let the landlords do it.) If any doabt 
urise, to what extent they are liable, ^et the opinions of emi- 
nent Counsel ; (20, if their doubts are not sooner removed;) 
compare opinions, and yon will find though 18 townships are 
leagued together, they will be as nothing. Tithes must be 
paid — you will have to pay all the law expenses, and treble 
costs, with all arrears of Tithes for 5, 10, or 20 years, no 
matter how long, if allowed to run ! It means nothing, if you 
or your fathers never paid Tithes; they are due to the Church 
and the Vicar of common right and you must pay in the end ; 
therefore, every wise man will act for himself, make the best 
bargain he can, and let Squire Thornhill do the same. 
Thanking you. Sir, for this indulgence, 

I beg to remain, your^s respectfully, A. B. 



Mr. A. B. was unlucky in many of his remarks. How un- 
wise, in an attempt to serve the present Vicar^s cau^, was the 
allusion to the former and the present state of the Parish of 
Halifax ! He truly observes : " formerly it was one of the 
<< most barren (Parishes) principally a forest for deer, &c.'^ 
Now, ^^ it is one of the largest, wealthiest, and most populous 
•* Parishes in England.^' This is very true, and this happy 
change may in a great measure be attributed to the excellent 
character of its clergy, and the absence, of those bars to the 
prosperity of any Parish, called Tithes. Let these evils be 
once introduced, give us a selfish mercenary race of Parsons, 
and we shall soon see this Parish reduced to its former state 
of Poverty and Meanness. 

This wise production of the Yicar^s party, proved there was 
now no alternative. The Del^ates had endeavoured to pre- 
vent the feelings of the parties being excited; and it was hoped, 
after the interview I had with the Vicar on the subject, his 
party would be restrained. This precious document was a 
public declaration that the Vicar had no influence over his 
friends, and proved to a demonstration they cared not for htm* 
I wonder he did not now perceive he was surrounded by a set 
of pretended friends, who (mly used his name for a pretext ; 
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who neither cared for his character, his usefulness, or his in- 
come ; but whose only object was to domineer over the Parish^ 
and trample on its rights. 

« That man appears to be the Head Supreme^ 

Tbo'y to say true, he's bated in th' extreme. 

They say tbatthey do all at bis command ; 

That tbey are all bis friends a cboseo band* 

Wbicb way they pleaaef they (ry to turn the scale. 

And at their Head in secret loudly rail." 

That the party should feel exasperated at the Delegates, and 
abuse them, was quite natural ; but how Michael Stocks, Esq. 
should have been singled out as a subject for their ^^ intemper- 
ate^^ remarks, I know not. From the beginning of the con- 
test he had been contending for an ^' amicable arrangement," 
and on all occasions he had proved himself the True Friend of 
the Vicar and the Parish. His conduct, as far as I coald 
judge, entitled him to the confidence of both parties. I sup- 
pose however, he gave offence, because he was determined to 
use his own judgment, and preserve himself from the tram- 
mels of the Vicar's party. When I read his answer to A. B.'s 
observations I was delighted ; and, supposing my readers will 
derive pleasure from the perusal of it, I have copied it here 
from the Leeds Mercury, of November 10th. 

TO THE EDITORS OF THE LEEDS MERCURY. 



Gentlemen, 

In the Leeds Intelligencer of yesterday, an anony- 
mous writer, under the signature of A, B. says — " Mr. Stocks' 
allusion is something in the same way, when he declares the 
stone in the Ovenden allotments belonging to the Vicar, to 
be worth £500 a year. I recommend Mr. Stocks to settle that 
question, by oifering half the amount, which I have no doabt 
will be readily accepted." He added, " you will not find }/Lu 
Stocks signing his bond, nor any sensible man ; every man who 
does will have cause to repent, for there is no retracting ; how 
many thousands have been ruined in the same way I" Upon 
these assertions I beg you to state, that / will sign the bonct 
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or agreement against the Vicar^s claims, and that every man. 
of common sense and sound judgment in the parish of Halifax, 
who has any stake there, will do the same. As to the remarks 
respecting the stone in the V icar^s allotment, in Ovenden, I 
will venture to say, that every person acquainted with quar- 
ries, in this Parish, will agree with me, that such stone is of 
very great value, and if offered on sale, would produce a large 
sum annually. 

I, together with many others of the principal land owners 
in this Parish, would have preferred a compromise of these 
claims under the sanction of Parliament, upon fair and equi- 
table terms, which I have no doubt would have been effected, 
if the Vicar had been left to his own discretion, and not hur- 
ried away by the mistaken zeal of his professional and officious 

friends. 

Yours truly, 

M. STOCKS. 

• • • 

Catharine' House, Nov. 9th j 1827. 

Mr. Stocks, you see, was not long in replying to the wilful 
S'alsehood of the Vicar^s party : surely men, who will descend 
to such work as they have done, ought to be drummed out of 
the society of every man, high or low, rich or poor, who is 
^^fooV enough to think Truth and Honour are necessary 
Ingredients in the Character of a ^^ Gentleman.^^ 

The Bonds were now in the course of Signature : this lat- 
ter Squib was intended to prevent the Parishioners signing. 
In addition to this anonymous scribbling, the party began to 
propagate reports that certain individuals of influence and 
respectability, had already compounded with the Vicar for the 
mnall tithes ; and, if you dared to contradict such reports, " Oh ! 
you were Liars,^ wilful, palpable Liars !" In one case, when 
I had dared, on the authority of a most respectable individual, 
to deny the report " of his having compounded," I was 
eharged with having told " a Falsehood, knowing it to he one ; 
lor the purpose of deceiving the Parishioners :" nay, more ! 
the " Gentleman,^'' who thus charged me, asserted, " he himself 
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had seen the compounding Instrament signed by the Indiri- 
dual/' On this occasion I thought it needful to wait npoff 
the party in company of a friend, and he positively declared, 
^' he had not compounded^"* After ail, my accuser calls hiiih 
self a ^* Gentlemanj^ and expects to be respected in his neigh- 
bourhood ! 

*' A Beggar wishes to be thought a Lord ; 

A miser wishes to be call'd profuse ; 

And a mean man does oft' respect desire, 

Which all with Indignation will refuse.'' 

Such tales as these were promulgated to alarm the Parislft'' 
ioners, and destroy our confidence in each other. They wer^ 
intended to act as able auxiliaries to the praise-worthy exer-^ 
tionsof the "ambushed Party." It now became necessai>^ 
to expose such Wickedness and Folly. On the 8th of Novem^ — 
ber, the following anonymous Squib made its appearance:-* 

VICARIAL TITHES, HALIFAX- 



To the Parishioners of Halifax^ 

You are at present agitated about the Question of Tithes^ 
between yourselves and your newly appointed Vicar. He 
has thought fit to make a string of enormous new fangled 
Claims, against your Property; and you have, like Men, 
come forward to resist the payment thereof, and to defend 
your Homesteads, your Bread, your Milk, &c. from the 
Gripe of the Reverend Invader. Under such circumstanoes, 
it would appear to be the wisest way, to let the matter take its 
regular course, and be decided by an appeal to Law ; — this 
mode however, the ** wiser men" who govern your Vicar, 
and who wish also to govern you, will not quietly submit to, 
— ^they are not content with attending your public Meetings, 
and exerting every art that sophistry and disappointed prid^ 
can invent, in a private way, to mislead and drive you to your 
ruin ; but they must also, (very much against the wish of tho 
Vicar,) endeavour to alarm you by anonymous Squibs and 
Placards, containing the most direct falsehoods and Mis* 
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STATEMENTS. In ODC of thcse Articles, you are told, "the 
^legality of the Yicar^s Claims haS'heen fully confirmed hy 
^ the most eminent Lawyers in the Kingdom i*^ It is also 
asserted, *^ that on the part of the Parishioners, it was agreed, 
^ that a Meeting of Delegates should be held in Halifax, par- 
' t^icnlariy to superintend the drawing up of a Case on behalf 
of the Parish, in order to have the Opinion of eminent 
lawyers upon our liability to the Payment of these Claims:" 
*lie same Document also informs you, ^' that a Delegation 
^iras sent from the Swan Meeting, to ask the Vicar if he 
^^onld be willing to take £1500 or £2000 per Annum:''— 
i« two former Assertions, every body who knows any thing 
bout the matter, knows to be utterly false ; and the latter 
^'ftAtement, (if Mr. Hodgson, one of the Delegation, is cor- 
^wt,) is positivelf/ untrue. You are told by one of the 
»curty, <^ that the Vicar's Claims amount only to £12,000 per 
^ Annum :'^ and this same Gentleman asserts at the same time, 
' that he already pays 21«. a year to the Vicar, and that he 
^ is satisfied that if the Vicar were to go to the utmost extent 
^ of his Claims, he could not make him pay more.'* Does 
his Gentleman occupy any Pasture, or Turnip, or Potatoe 
l^^aiid ? Does he happen to keep Six or Seven Cows ? If so, 
6t another of these *' wiser men" inform him upon this sub- 
let ; for he tells you, <* that every Milking Cow in the Par- 
^ ish is tithable at from 80 to 40^. a Year, perhaps more; the 
^ same for every Day's Work of Potatoes ; also, large Sums 
^^ on Turnips, Clover, besides Easter Dues, &c." I wonder 
bow much all these large Sums will amount to annually, in 
^ Parish, which is acknowledged to contain upwards of 70,000 
Acres of Land, and 100,000 Inhabitants : and that such is the 
^^ase in the Parish of Halifax, we are informed by one of these 
^^ WISER men" of this notable A. B. School; and what does 
this fair and candid Man say about the Annual Value of the 
Tithes ? He tells you in one sentence, that they only amount 
to 4^1750 or £2000 a Year; but before his Ink is dry, in the 
^•ry next Sentence, he gravely assures you, that they antount 
^o from 3 to £4,000 a Year. These Statements need no com- 
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nent, the Authors are bewildered ; and being in a maze them-, 
selves, they wish to bewilder and perplex you. THE AD- 
VICE GIVEN BY SUCH MEN WILL OF COURSE 
BE REJECTED BY YOU ; let them agree among them- 
selves, before they venture to teach you your Dnty.-^When 
they think it suits their purpose, they call you ^< Rabble— 
^^ Trash — Blackguards i*^ but finding themselves overwhelm- 
ed by the Dust and Dirt of their own raising, they try to wash 
their Faces, and ^^ fairly and candidly^^ turning towards yon, 
tliey style you ^' rich obstinate Men ;^^ '^ rich squandering 
'< Men,"' and so forth : but still there is no argument, no leasom 
in what they say. A. B. forsooth! has found out that your 
Vicar must also be " a Justice of the Peacej^ and so ongh^ 
to have a large Salary, but that you ^' will accede to nothings 
*' hit oppose and intimidate the Ficar'^s ClatmsJ*^ 

You will never forget the advice given you by that stent- 
hearted Tar, C. Rawson, Esq. who warned yon of the stnmgf 
opposition you might expect; but told you that if he were left 
alone in Halifax, he would still oppose : he then reminded yois 
that it mast be ^^ a Long Pull, a Strong Pull, and a Poll alto- 
gether.'' He threw the Cable, you caught it, and I know if 
all the men in Halifax desert their post, you will retain year 
grasp. To deceive and frighten you, they positively assert 
Oar Jolly Tar has Compounded ; it's like the rest of their 
Falsehoods. — He has not compounded^ nor compromised either^ 

it is quite evident, the party who seek to govern yon, ar9 
at their wits' end ; they want to crush you. You have hither- 
to shewn your good sense, by rejecting the overtures of your 
Enemies, and there is no doubt you will prove to them, that 
in your own Matters you will henceforward judge for your* 

selves^ AND NEVER MORE ALLOW THESE SELF-APP0INTE1> GEN- 
TRY TO LORD IT OVER YOD. Let thcsc good fdends of the 
Vicar pay all the Demands which they tell you are legal and 
just ; — aye, and pay np the Large Sums they acknowledge iQ 
owe to the representatives of your former Vicars : let them do 

this,. THIS IS THE TOUCHSTONE OF THEIR SINCERITY : actloIlS 

alwiiys speak louder than words ; drive them to the Test, mi 
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vhen they have made restitution, and paid their PRESENT 
TiCAR, then, and not till then^ you may be sure they give yoti 
lONEST ADVICE;— 'for men of such respectability, wealth and 
lonesty, to talk of** compounding'*^ or ** compromising,'''* is in- 
eed " Trash," it is insulting to their own Character : they ei- 
her do owe the Money ^ or they do not owe it : they themselves 
c^nowledge the Debt, they tell you they owe the Money ^ but 
fterall their conviction of the justice of these Claims, and 
heir sterling friendship for the Vicar and the Church of Eng- 
Euad, these lovers of order and of peace^ " these most respect- 
* able Individuals of the Parish ,•" why^ there is not a Man 
itnong them has yet come forward to pay these just and legal 
T^ues : no, no, they keep out of the trap themselves ; they 
recommend you to compound, by doing which they know you 
would for ever after be at the mercy of the Vicar, If Actions 
«roto be judged as the test of truth, there is not a true Vicar^s 
friend amongst them. But what do these orderly, these re- 
spectable, these peaceable Gentlemen do? They endeavour 
by every art to raise the popular feeling, and cause a tumult 
"* the Parish. Let me advise you. if you are convinced you 
^ not owe the Money, (and which of you is not,) to resist 
'^V Allurements to riot and tumult, and resolve to have the 
Cliiestion fairly, peaceably, and quietly settled in a Court of 
J'lstice. Do not permit your feelings of Resentment to be 
wised against the Vicar or his Party ; prove to them that you 
&TB determined to resist by legal means ; but at the same time, 
let them know, and let them feel, that you will never submit 
to the domination of a self-appointed Junto, You have ap- 
pointed your Delegates, they have submitted the Agreement 
to Counsel, who have settled the same ; the Central Commit- 
tee has approved and adopted it ; and every Man who feels a 
determination to preserve his Rights, his Homestead, his 
Bread, his Milk, &c. entire, will with pleasure SIGN THE 
AGREEMENT ; and by so doing, he will for ever confound 
the wicked and malicious devices of the real Enemies of 
'HE Parish and the Church. 

A Friend to the Church of England. 
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Shortly after the fori^oing, the following Dialogue, 
published • 

VICARIAL TITHES, HALIFAX* 



JOHN.— Well, William, how are you ? You have Imrdf 
no doubt, of this STIR our Vicar is making ? What do you 
think of this PARISH AGREEMENT that they are ago- 
ing, to oppose his Claims ? 

WILLIAM Think about it, John? Why, I am sme 

it is the best thing that can be for the occasion ; I have just 
been with some of my neighbours to sign it. 

JOHN. — Aye indeed ! have you signed it William ? what^ 
I thought YOU were a strong Churchman. 

WILLIAM. — Why, so I am John^ and always have been; 
but. What of that? I am a True Churchman, when I op 
pose and resist ROBBERY AND PLUNDER : If onr 
Vifar should unfortunately forget his Duty to his FLOCK^ 
and look only to the SHEARING OF THE FLEECE; bb 
a TRUE CHURCHMAN, I will shew him, if bk has 

FORGOTTEN HIS DuTY, I HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN MINK. 

JOHN. — You say you have signed the Agreement; now 
do not you think you will have a deal of money to pay ia 
Law expenses ? Are not you frightened of being ruined by it? 
For my part I think of standing out and joining no side, 
though 1 am as much against his Claims as yon are. I doni 
like LAW, you know I don% William. 

WILLIAM.— There^s no doubt, John, I shall have to pay 
my share of the Expenses ; but that will be very small, becanfle 
you know my Farm is but a very little one, and J shaU only 
have to pay in proportion to that ; as to being frightened of 
being ruined ; I can tell you one thing, I shall be sure to ht 
ruined if I did not sign ; for then the Vicar would start his 
law against me ; and you know I have not money enough to 
go through with it; so I should be ruined, and could never 
have justice done for want of means: BUT NOW, AS I 
HAVE SIGNED THE AGREEMENT, I AM AS 
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^^S'E, AS THE RICHEST MAN IN THE PARISH; 
^^H YOU KNOW, THEY ARE BOUND TO PAY 
^'OR any law the vicar sends to ME. 
*^* you like to stand ont, John, you may please yourself. If 
y^tt like to pay the Vicar his claims, or his £2000 a year, 
you may; but depend upon one thing, WHETHER YOU 
liiKE LAW OR NOT, YOU'LL HAVE PLENTY 
Of it, before LONG, IF YOU WON'T PAY. 

JOHN.— I never will pay these DREADFUL DE- 
Jl! ANDS ! I will never let the Vicar take a TENTH of my 
GARTH, and a TENTH of my TURNIP, my POTATOE 
and my CLOVER Crops, and then Thrust his FANGS into 
my MEAL-KIST, and after all, DEVOUR ONE-TENTH 
OF ALL MY MILK, and— 

WILLIAM. — Stop! John, You get warm, and there is 
no need for all this noise ; you know he is willing to take 
£2,000 a year, INSTEAD OF THESE DEMANDS- 

JOHN Two Thousand a year ! What for William ? 

WILLIAM. — Not for Preaching, or any other ministerial 
duty; BUT JUST TO BRIBE HIM OFF YOUR PRE- 
MISES AND KEEP HIM QUIET. 

JOHN. — I WILL NEVER AGREE TO THAT, WjLLIAM ; No, 

No, William : My Father left his HOMESTEAD and his 
BIT OF LAND well stocked, and in good fettle ; and be- 
fore I will let the Vicar have his TENTHS, or my share 
OF HIS £2,000 a Year, I will do as my Father would have 
done before me ; I WILL WARE MY ALL IN LAW ! 

WILLIAM.— Law, John? I thought you were deter- 
mined not to meddle with LAW ? 

, JOHN. — But, when it comes to this, YOU KNOW my Home- 
stead, William, WHERE my FOREFATHERS WERE BORN, AND 

LIVED, AND DIED? I WILL NEVER JOIN WITH 
THE VICAR THERE; I WILL SINK MY ALL IN 
LAW FIRST, AYE, THAT I WILL, and then I will 
leave my Farm before I will join with him. 

WILLIAM. — Why, John, it is no use talking any more 
about it ; if this is your determination, you had better SIGN 
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THE AGREEMENT without delay, YOU THEN NEVER 
CAN BE RUINED, because the Rich Men in the Parish 
will be bound to help you to defend by every Legal means, 
your RIGHTS, your HOMESTEAD, and your ALL. 

JOHN. — I will do as you say, William, I'll run and Sign 
it with both Fists. lUl take the advice of C. Rawson, Esq. 
and we will have <' a Long Pull, a Strong Pull, and a Pull 
altogether.'^ 

The wordy war having now begun, it was necessary the 
Vicar's party should have it proved, that although their oppo* 
nents were very wishful to have refrained from such proceed- 
ings j they were not to be alarmed by the Thunders from their 
masked Battery; and it was needful the falsehoods, the 
Vicar's party had printed, should be refuted. On the Hth 
of November, the following Squib appeared : 

VICARIAL TITHES, HALIFAX. 



A LETTER TO MR. A. B. 

** The lip of Trath shall be established for ever : but a lying Tongor 
is but for a moinent."-*PRov. zii. 19» 

Sir, 

In the Leeds Intelligencer of November 8th, 1827, 
you have very kindly come forward in aid of our ** worthy" 
Vicar, and for aught I know, he may feel very much obliged 
to you, for adding to the long catalogue of FALSEHOODS 
which has before been invented to serve his cause. Whether 
you have received his thanks, of course I cannot tell ; but in 
the name of all his Parishioners, who are now manfully ap- 
posing him ; I tender you most sincere and hearty Thanks. 
You have just discovered that the thing '< assumes a vexations 
aspect ;^^ the Vicar^s opponents have considered it ^^ vexatious*^ 
from the b^inning. They were in quiet and undisputed pos- 
session of their property, before the Vicar claimed hii 
TENTHS, and they have felt a good deal "vexed,'' thatA 
" Latb Fellow^' should in the nineteenth century attempt to 
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deprive th^n ot what had ever, by their forefathers, been con- 
odered a part and parceIi of their estate. It seems, 

I 

however, that our " worthy" Vicar, and yoarself, are 

*^ vexed" becaase the Demands have been resisted ; *^ notwith- 

*' standing the interest taken by a number of the Most Re- 

^ spectablr individuals in the Parish to have the difference 

^' settled by an amicable arrangement." Yon should have told 

Bs what that " interest*^ is, which they have taken. Hav0 they 

themselves paid the Demands? or have they compounded? 

Pray Mr. A. B. have you, who unbiushingly tell the "Farmers" 

that it would be " very advantageous" for them to make an 

^'amicable arrangement;" have you yourself, in your own 

proper person made such arrangement? If you have, tell 

the Parish so ; if not, take your own advice, and I shall be 

satisfied. I wish and beg of every man who believes he owes 

the Vicar all this money, to pay him and be quiet. 

Your excuse for publishing your FALSEHOODS, is in 
itself a pointed and absolute UNTRUTH. You say, « the 
*' Delegates stated their case,'*^ *' as if the Vicar had no rightsJ*^ 
This is the assertion you make. I call upon you for the Proof. 
Give the world one. expression which has been used by any 
Delegate or Delegates, which can by any possibility be 
strained into the most distant hint, that in the opinion of 
the Delegates '^ the Vicar had no Rights." Do this. Sir, 
or lay aside your " A. B." signature ; and for ever after, when 
you write your name, subscribe — " A File Anonymous SlaU' 
** derer of my fellow Men /" I protest that the Delegates 
would be the last men to attempt to deprive the Vicar of his 
Legal Rights. You are quite right when you tell the world 
that Mr. Oastler had "no objection to the Vicar's income 
" being augmented to £1500 a Year, &c. &c." But this is 
no news, it has been published before and never contradicted, 
and I dare say Mr. Oastler is " vexed" he cannot now " ap- 
** plaud the Vicar's merits, deserts, &c. &c." as once he did. 
• Mr. Oastler certainly valued the claims of the Vicar at up- 
^wards of £40,000 a Year, and by so doing " alarmed the 
** Parish,*' and proved the folly of risking so heavy a Stake 



148 

on Counsels^ opinion. You saseri that Mr. Oastler has made 
a " Mistake/* Prove it ; I have no doubt Mr. Oastler will 
meet yon fairly in yoar statement of the items. Do not yon 
think Mr. A. B that you are mistaken when yon say the rent 
of the Parish is only £35 to £40,000 a Year, and the Tithe 
only £1,750 to £2,000 ? Examine your next sentence, and 
you will find vou have doubled your former valuation; then 
consult yoiir friend Mr. Waterhouse on this subject : he tells 
you the living is worth about £12,000 a Year, calculating on 
the principle that his share cannot possibly be more than 21s. 
a Year ; talk also with that other " IFise MarC* who has pnb- 
licly and anonymously defended your "worthy" Vicar's 
cause by Falsehood and Deceit. Oh! how I should like to 
see Mr. A. B. in his own proper name disputing this point 
with Mr. Oastler. 

You need not to have told the Public that Halifax was once 
a " most barren" Parish and a poor living ; but that now it is 
'^ one of the largest, wealthiest, and most populous Parishes 
in £ngland ;" and that in consequence of such improvement, 
the living has been very considerably increased in value. This 
is a truth to which we all agree ; and I think in fairness our 
*' worthy" Vicar should be satisfied with this increase and 
^AUGMENTATION whlch the improved state of his Parish natu- 
rally furnishes him with. 

There is, however, one little statement in your third para- 
graph which you did right to publish. I believe you are the 
only person, except the Vicar, who was in possession of the 
Secret, and I really could almost find in my heart to pardon 
you for all your errors, on the sole ground that you have not 
suffered yourself to leave the world without first declaring 
*' that the Vicar" (of Halifax) " for the time being, is requir- 
ed to act as a Justice of the Peace ^''^ and on this ground prin- 
cipally you rest his claim to a large Salary. This is anew 
Fact with a new Doctrine. I deny what you assert as Fact; 
and if it were true, I dispute the Doctrine you found upon it* 

Is it not the boast of England that her Justices of the Peaoi* 
oie unpaid ? And you would have us by way of serving onr 
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" Worthy^"* Vicar, to establish a new order of things and pay 
OUR Justices! Have you not carried your zeal too far^ 
Will the Bench thank you for it ? I trow not ! ! And would 
you, Mr. A. B. persuade us that our Vicar " is required to 
act as a Justice of the Peace ? Look at his Sermon preached 
April 1st, 1827, in our Parish Church, (printed by Whitley,) 
and when you have read it, tell roe if you think any one man 
can properly execute the Duties of " Ficar ofHalifax^ Vicar 
of Whttktrk, Chaplain to the right Honourable Lord Vernon^'' 
and Justice of the peace in one of the most populous Pa- 
rishes in the Kingdom ? I am an unlearned man, and know 
not the hidden and secret powers of these " Late Fellows," 
whom they send from College ; but if one of them can con- 
template the dreadful and awful <' Responsibility" attached 
to the above oiBces, and grasp at them all ; whatever order of 
** Fellows" he once belonged to, I am convinced he is indeed 
a very Odd Fellow now. It is, indeed, a responsibility which 
^' If I do not deceive myself, would make a timid man des- 
pair; one, from which many a good man might shrink." 
<See Sermon, page 14.) 

I am much obliged to you for your hint about raising the 
salaries of the Curates in the Chapelries to £300 a year. I 
have heard it whispered before, that if we go to Parliament 
for a Bill to raise our Vicar's salary, the same Bill is intended 
to provide for a larger stipend for the Curates in the Chapel- 
ries, &€• but I understood this was to be kept a Dead Secret 
at present. The Vicar will not thank you for being so lo- 
quacious; — after all, a good Hint is worth a Thousand 
Falsehoods. We should never have known if you had not 
informed us, that our "worthy" Vicar was aspiring to the 
I3ench. When one man says A. B. how very natural it is 
for another who has learnt his Alphabet, to go on with 
C. D. &c. 

I join you in your wish that Squire Thomhill would reside 

in the Parish ; but pray tell me what this has to do with the 

question of Tithes, has not every individual who is not paid 

for Residence^ a right to live where he choo^s ? Are you so 
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fiuiKNisly 8e( ap with yonr new and << Worthy^* Vioir, fhat^ 
yoo woald allow him to dictate to yoa where you shall reside ^ 
Bat yoa want to get rid of the Squire^s noisy Agents doaH=> 
yoa? Ask the Professor whether the Squire or the Agent — 
woald he more easily ^ hunibugged^^ be satisfied with the Plains 
and Honest answer given at Newmarket. The Squire would^ 
KOT SERVE TOUR TURN, heknows his own, and will defend it U 
the last. It seems your "Worthy" Vicar envies Fixby Pastures 
let him if he dare claim his "Agistment^^ there, if he does no~ 
meet with a good " Rub" there — the Sun never shines. 

You say "the Vicar would be highly to blame to acoej 
<^ £2,000 a Year, if he was justly entitled to 5 or 10 times 
"amount, by this means prejudicing the living to his 
" cessor/^ Now tell me upon the same mode of reasonii^^ « 
what he would be, if he took £2,000 a Year, when he is n. ^^f 
justly entitled to that sum ? Would " he be highly to blame "^'.^ 
Would he be honest ? 

The Delegates still declare that " they are decidedly oppeo» 
sed to any composition,^* and I quite agree with you, that 'the 
Vicar is placed in a very awkward and unpleasant situation, 
with ^^ such an enormous Parish " leagued against him, headed 
by Squire Thomhiirs Agent," but be it ever remembered that 
this awful situation for a Minister of the Gospel, is hii» own 
SEBKiNQ ; his Parishioners are not " leagued'^ against bim, 
because he is a Preacher of Righteousness; he is no^ 
suffering in the cause of his Master. No, No, far different 
is the reason of his trouble,^ — but this subject is too serios^ 
for the present occasion ; we are " leagued^'* to defend oit: 
Property against his Gripe, we have not refused to pay th 
Vicar that which is his due. 

And you really think Squire Thornhill wants all the P; 
fshioners bound to defend his Pastures, without giving 
equivalent, and engaging to defend theirs. This is ind 
the " Rub" as you say ; There'' s not a weak point left, 1 
and poor are all secured alike; and enabled to appeal fron 
Griping Irons of the Minister of the Gospel, to the 
Equitable decision of a court of Law, 
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hat a glaring Falsehood have yon had the impudence to 

(h about Mr. Stocks ! I do really think the Vicar mast 

1, when he finds his Friends convicted one after another, 

3h flagrant and repeated breaches of the IXth Command- 

. — The Parish feels its obligation to Mr. Stocks, for the 

manljj handsome, and prompt manner in .which he has 

»anded you. What falsehood will you invent next ? 

)ur nonsense about the " Tithes being the Vicar's due,'' 

3eing the Farmer^s interest to compound," &c. &c. is really 

rorth a reply; and even if ite own folly were not answer 

gh, I am happy to inform you, that none would now be 

3d. The Farmers will not compound — the Friends of the 

** do not compound — the Squires wont be humbugged, the 

its dare not compound. A. B. may compound if he dare 

his owu advice. — Ail who know their Interest, and their 

to their posterity, are SIGNING THE AGREEMENT 

a full determination that they will leave their Estates to 

Children as free from incumberance, as they inherited 

from their Fathers. 

ould you, Mr. A. B, ever wish to write again, write 

Truth, or else for ever hold your 

PEACE. 



was somewhat surprising that, although the Vicar had no 
'oui over his party ; when the ^' point blank shof^ of their 
»nents entered their ranks, not a muff was heard from all 
rhost. 

« I look*d, and saw a fleet m order go 
Against the City of a braver foe ; 
The Citizens beheld the vessels sweep^ 
Along the surface of the curling deep. 
They saw full thirty ships, with brasen prores^ 
Approach with flying sails th^ir peaceful shores. 
They instant mann'd Ten vessels for the fight^ 
Which put their foes to ignominioias flight. 
Some few of them a shameful flight now saves^ 
The others were immers'd beneath the waves." 

ered with disgrace, infamy, and falsehood, they retreated 
Q the fight*, and, iH their lurking holes designed new 
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schemes of vengeance, such as none but men deranged w 
malignant malice could invent. I will recount these ph 
hereafter. Just now, to make the thing complete, I give 1 
following, which was pretty generally circulated about t 
time: 

VICARIAL TITHES, HALIFAX. 



Bat they that will be rich fall into temptation, and a snare, and into many foolish 
bnrtfal lasts, which drown men in destrnction and perdition. For the lore of mo 
is the root of all evil, which while some coveted after, they have erred from the ft 
and pierced themselyes throagh with many sorrows. 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10. 

Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present World. 2 Tim. iv. iOi 



J knew a Parish Priest not long ago. 

Who li?*d beloved^ and witliout a foe, 

A Tale of woe ne'er reach'd his ear in vaio, 

Tiie sufferer ask'd, and he reliev'd his pain. 

When in the temple the great Preacher stood> 

He open'd all the counsel of his God, 

'< He preachM the joys of heaven, and pains of hell, 

And warnM the sinner with becoming zeal. 

But on eternal mercy lov'd to dwell. 

He taught the Gospel, rather than the law, 

He forc'd himself to drive, yet lov'd to draw,'* 

The sinner fear'd, and oast his sins away. 

And, ali-repentant, sought the living way ; 

Believers were established in their faith. 

And felt religion cheer their gloomy path. 

SncH Hb was oncb. And such the Preacher liv'd. 

Till in his soul the sbbds of sin reviv'd. 

Oft dreams of gold obtain*df destroyed his rest, 

And av'ricb took possession of his breast* 

The Grbat Dbcbivbr then to serve his ends. 

Tempts him by means of worldly-mindbd friends* 

He thinks that nought can stop his griping hands, 

He asks a tenth of mills milk, cattle, lands. 

Vain man ! in ev'ry bosom anger rose. 

Landlords and Tenants Ais demandi oppose. 

CursM le the men who led the heart astray 
Of him, who taught so clear the living way. 
And they, who drew to earth his soaring mind, 
Friendi sent by the Dbcbivbr of mankind. 
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Bring back again, O Lord| this wand'ribg sk^p, 

And HIM and us from eviiever keep* 

And may the Vicar never more attend 

To the **Wise Men,** isacb falsely nam'd his Fbibnd. 

A True Friend of the misled Vicar, 



The 'following Verses were also seen in many corners of 
) Vicarage : 

THE DEVIL'S TRIP TO H*****X. 



One day the subtle Prince of Hell 

Resolv'd to take a ride; 
He pass*d the gulph which does th' abyss 

From this our earth divide. 

He soon arriv'd in 'B*t***Xf 

Which lately lost its Preacher ; 

But soon another came in Place, 
A Laore-loving Teacher. 

He met the V»«»r in his way, 

And thus the Prince addressed him :*- 
(The Preacher heard the words with glee, 

And love of gold possess'd him.) 

<< My frirmd,'* said he, ** 111 tell thee how 
'< Thoa may'st enrich thyself: 

« Preach poverty unto thy flock, 
'< And thou wilt get their pelf. 

" Tell them they should not eovet wealth, 

*< It is a great temptation, 
'^ That clergy only should be rich, 

*< The guardians of the nation. 

<< Tell them that V««*rs have a right 

<« To all their little store, 
^< That thou wilt only take a tenth, 

^< And never ask for more." 

This was th' advice the Devil gave, 

When he turn'd Parion Teacher ; 

u 
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The words sonk deep ioto the heart 
Of our ** most worthy** Preacher. 

The V«»»r took the lad adfice, 
And said he would pursue it; 

He thought bis plan so deeply laid. 
That DO one could sea thro' it. 

He then consults the men of law, 

The a|;eDts of the D»««l : 
Tliey tell him he sbould claim a tenths 

(The eause of all the erll.) 

Soon after this the sabbath comes. 

The pulpit be ascends ; 
And with a kind paternal care^ 

0*er his dear flock be bends. 

He says, << He FSiiRS they're getting rich, 
** That money, it will damn 'em ; 

<* He is the guardian of their souls, 
« He'll kindly take it fiom 'em. 

<* He fears they're getting fond of earth, 
<* And fond of earthly things ; 

** That money they should nerer seek, 
'* Which sure deatruction brings. 

He says, <* He'll prove in scripture words, 
« That they should be content, 

<* That Parsons ought to take their wealth, 
« As Landlords take their rent." 

He brings a text from Exodus, 
He says it's net a rare one ; 

(But can he prove from Exodus, 
That he's the seed of Aaron ?) 

When Satan thus had won the man. 
He wing'd his way to Hell ; 

And there, before assembled llends. 
He doef the story tell. 

<< A shout that tore Hell's concave'' rose 
From all the hellish throng, 

luff'rnal joy fiU'd ev'ry breast. 

Their shouts were loud and long. 
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Mate now Is e?'ry golden harp* 

Mute ev'ry angel's Toice ; 
Mute are the praises of the skies. 

No more the saints rejoice. 

C«»»tb4HM(t and K««««t look from above. 
And weep, that their successor 

Should be a vile £»««*t«««er. 
And an unjust 0»4Nte««or. 

A saint is fallen, fallen, fall'n, 
The Devil has gain'd a soul. 

And in the council of the deep, 
Satan's proclaimed the whole. 

And pleasure fills each hellish heart, 

If pleasure they can have, 
Who ever tread the burning marl, 

Aud walk the fiery wave. 

But soon I hope the Light will shine, 

On his benighted mind ; 
And may he ope' his eyes, and see, 

And be no more so blind. 



K. 



i ranch easier to prevent a fire than quench one. The 
i party were however determined to begin this war of 
; their opponents therefore could not be blamed for 
ing. That there was need for such publications on 
le is matter of regret. Some persons will perhaps say 
> things had better have been left out here : there was 
d for them/^ As I wish to give a history of the whole 
(tion, I know not how I could keep these Squibs out 
it They are not recorded here for the purpose of 
g up an unpleasant feeling in the parish towards the 
but to perpetuate the nature of the contest ; in order 
'hatever may be the issue of the present struggle, the 
jnts of the Vicar may never be blamed for having begun 
nd of warfare ; and for the purpose of preventing the 
ns of any other Vicar, from havipg the hardihood to 
loe such weapons of attack in any other Parish. 
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The party were no^ frantic with rage : and, in order ^ 
terrify us to submission, seemed absolutely to have determine 
to run every risk, resolved at all events, if they could n^ 
make us fear the Vicar, to shew him off as mercenary 
cruel, and unfeeling. The following short statement ^ 
Facts will explain this otherwise mysterious Paragraph. 

About this time the Yicar had intimated to the Curate of 
certain Chapel, that he would come over, and give the goo 
people a sermon : he would have come sooner, but some feaj 
prevented him : — On the Sunday appointed he arrived ; an^ 
although the inhabitants of that township were most decidedl 
opposed to the Vicar^s claims, they shewed the Vicar ever; 
mark of respect, and rung a merry peal on the occasion.— 
This afforded a nice opportunity for the Vicar's party to shew 
the genuine goodness of heart, possessed by their friends : il 
is scarcely credible such cold-blooded tyranny exists in human 
nature ! But so it was. The week, after the people had paid 
every respect to their Vicar, was sel^ted (by his party) as 
the proper time to fill the town with Tabs. They were served 
almost by house-row, and scores of individuals; (some of 
whom had paid their Easter Offerings, some of whom had 
never been before asked for them ; and some of whom were 
absolute Paupers with six or seven children, living entirely 
upon parish relief;) were thus summoned to appear before the 
Magistrates at Liversedge, a distance of 13 miles, and else- 
where. — And what was their crime ? Many of them had paid 
their Easter Offerings, many had never been asked, and knew 
not they owed the money, and some were absolute paupers 
with large families, and consequently unable to pay ; and these 
poor cr^ures are doomed shortly to groan under the lash of 
the law, with executions and distress warrants in their houses. 

The following little bit of verse was soon after circulated : 
VICARIAL TABS IN S*****Y. 



To S««»»»y one Sabbath day^ 
Tlie pUftu V**m tcok his way. 
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He would have sooner gone we heard, 

Bnt that the Town's dislike he fear'd : 

He fear'd they were as bad as he. 

And fall of dang'rous enmity. 

No, No ; as soon as it was known. 

That he was coming to the Town, 

They rang a peal of bells with glee. 

And welcomed him most merrily* 

The People's kindness to return, 

He sent them Tabs the following morn« 

And with a most ungrateful hand. 

He does the Easter Dues demand. 

Perchance you'll say there's nought in this. 

For all the Easter Dues are his. 

True ! but on some a charge he made, 

Who had their Easter OfiTrings paid ; 

And some he Tabb'd, aye, just the same. 

Who never knew he had that claim ; 

And others, who entirely live 

On what they from the Town receive. 

Is this the way Vicars should do, 

The Church's servants, good and true? 

Is this the way to aid the State, 

By making Parsons rich and great ? 

Shame ! shame ! on those who ought to keep. 

And feed, instead ofjleeee, the sheep. 



Does not every man^s blood boil within him, while he hears 
^His doleful tale recounted? Would that the tale of woe 
^Icsed here ! The malice of the Party, reeks for vengeance still 
^^ore foul ! Another galling and unfeeling exaction is made, 
^^)on the recently bereaved widows and fatherless children. 

That the paymei^t of Mortuaries may be legally enforced, 
^^here the person dying has left a certain amount of property, 
*t will not deny* It has however been reserved to these enli^ht- 
^^led days, to shew how unmoved to all the tender sensibilities 
^^ J human nature must be that Priest, who, (governed by a 
l^arty,) is determined to " do his dutjf^ and attend " to the 
Ititerests of his Living." 

I heard of one poor widow, left with ten children, (and she 
^as also pregnant), whose husband, after wading through a 
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sea of trouble, was jost enabled to find his family the absolute 
necessaries of life—** He died, and was baried." In less than 
one month after her husband^s demise, an unfeeling wretch 
demanded of this poor widow the sum of lOs. ^* because 
her husband was deady^ and this sum he said, was the 
Vicar's right. — She in vain urged the hardship of the 
case ; the inexorable impit3ring wretch exacts the sum ; and 
the poor widow, in this moment of agonizing grief, is in<» 
duced to make the payment, 6e/bre she could ascertain whether 
it was the Ficar'*s legal right or not. 

l^ei another instance of this heart-rending tyranny suffice : 
— An aged widow was left so poor, that had her husband not 
providently been a member of a sick club, her friends would 
have been obliged to bury him ; they now have to assist in 
providing for her absolute necessities :■ yet even in this case, 
where the husband had left her no property , (but on the con- 
trary,) the monster employed by the Party, knowing she 
had a very trifling annuity left her by a friend, absolutely 
demanded and received the sum of 10^. ** because she had lost 
her husband.'*'* Is not every tender feeling of the human mind 
outraged, when such things are barely mentioned ? What 
must such poor creatures feel, who have it all to bear?* 

There is an old book in print which tells how those, ** who 
devour the poor, afflict the widow, and oppress the fatherless 
children," will be dealt with some day. If the parson, who 
would sully his fingers with such cash, were just now near me, 
I would say, ** Let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and 
break oif thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities, by 
shewing mercy to the poor^ if it may be a lengthening of thy 
tranquillity.'** I would get him to read over the whole of that 
parable from beginning to end, which is appointed fortb^ 
Gospel on the 22d Sunday after Trinity, and which may bo 
found in the 18th Chapter of St. Matthew. Whenever andi 
wherever he shall hereafter read this parable, I would have him 

^ In both these cases application tras made^ but made til 
vain, for the money to be returned. 
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listen to the groans of these 100 pence debtors, whether he wilt 
or no ; they have a friend in heaven^ who hears their cry, 
bottles their tears, and will not only relieve the poor who are 
oppressed, but will recommence fury to their spoilers ! 

This was not the only plan adopted by the party to disgrace 
the Vicar. Every means was resorted to, for the purpose of 
making it hatefal to come in contact with him. *^ I can 
compare such rich Vicars to nothing so fitly as to a whale, 
^a plays and tumbles, driving the poor fry before him, and 
at last devours them all at a mouthful. Such whales have I 
heard on aMand, who never leave gaping, till they've swallow- 
ed the whole parish, church, steeple, bells, and all.'* 

Nay I the validity of a lease granted by the former Vicar, 
on the strength of which several thousand pounds had been 
expended, was now doubted, but kindly offered to be renewed 
bj the present Vicar for a few pounds more annual rent. 

In many of the Townships in this Parish, half-yearly volun- 
tary subscriptions are entered into for the support of the Curates. 
^n one instance, it has been endeavoured to prove that, where 
bese gifts have been regularly made for a given number of 
^^ars, they are the Curate* s legal right, and he can compel the 
^^zyment ; so that it becomes dangerous in these times to give 
be Clergy aught. 

In fact it seemed the party were determined every thing be- 
Cfenging to the Church should become obnoxious to the parish-^ 
Cfeners ; and, when money matters could not be called in to act 
^ a curse on the Establishment, the sacred temple was pro- 
^ned, the worship of the sanctuary polluted, and the mouU 
^ring bones of our ancestors sacriligiously dug from the tomb 
^^here they had slept in undisturbed peace for many genera^ 
'lions!! And all for what? To gratify the feelings of 
itialice and revenge against an individual opposed to the 
Vicar's claims ! I !* 

* Mr. Joseph Fawtbrop, Surgeon, Halifax, occupied a pew in 

the Parish Church, Halifax, which Mr. Knight, the late Vicar, 

%aid be might enjoy rent free. Mr. F. fitted it up, and lined it 

On the 29th of October, he received notice he was to quit. ^ov« 
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'* Alas t ('tis sad to saj) vice swajs our latM), 
With arm outitretctied, and with a powerful baad. 
The ruffian dares the house of God profanei 
And jet in peace and safety does remain. 
And the dear bones, which long have laid in peace. 
He digs in Triumph from their resting place : 
The bones, o'er which so many Eyes have wept ; 
The bones which have so long in quiet slept. 
And why is this? with reason you ask why { 
It is RBVBMGB aud HATB to gratify.'' 

It may be said, (I sincerely hope it may be truly said), the 
y iear is not aware all these cruel and impious proceedings are 
going on. If he is not, he ought to be. — The affairs of the 

— - - - - ■ . - _-■-■■- ■ ■ 

1st the lock and brass plate with Mr. F's. name oa it^ was taken off, 
and sent along with the cushions and books to Mr. F. another lock 
was put on. Mr. F. an.erwards replaced his lock and plate. On the 
* 3rd of Nov. Mr. F. was informed he must pay 50*. a year, if he 
continued to occupy the pew. On Sunday^ the 4th of November, 
the plate was gone, and the door screwed up. On Sunday, 
the 11th of November, the pew was filled with paupers. Mr. F. 
was obliged to leap over the side of the pew, and pack in amoogsi 
the crowd as well as he could. On the three Sundays, Novem. 
18th, 25th, and December 2nd, Mr. F. found the door fast, and 
strong boards placed about i yard above the seats, so as to form 
a floor, from side to side of the |)ew ; still he continued to occupy 
it. The 25th of November was a Missionary Sermon Sunday, 
Mr. F. had again to leap over the side, and, providing himself 
with a stool, was very considerably elevated above the rest of 
the congregation, and was compelled to assume the appemiice 
of Chairman, whilst the Vicar was depicting in dreadful colours^ 
the impious rites of heathen worship, and proving the necessity 
of OUR endeavouring to improve their religious feeling, and to 
shew THEM how to worship God aright ! ! ! 

On Sunday, December 9th, the seats and floor had been taken 
tip, the earth removed so as to form a kind of gmve ; in the 
excavation^ two or three baskets full of human hones had been 
disinterred, and then a quantity of water teas poured in to tnak^ 
puddle, in order effectually to prevent Mr. F.from occupying it U 
He, however, nothing daunted, leaped over, and remained there 
during service. On Sunday, December 16th, Mr. F. found the 
pew covered over with sack cloth, but still determined to 
occupy it Do we not wonder such proceedings are allowed? 
Who is to blame ? What right has the Churchwarden, or the Vicar, 
to this pewP I am mistaken, if it be not as much mine, as 
theirs. 
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Church of England were not managed in this way, when we had 
a Coulthurst or a Knight for our Vicar. Well may our 
Churches be deserted, and the Church doors fastened to keep 
an unwilling congregation in attendance, whilst the Vicar 
preaches ! — And yet I understand new Churches are about to 
be built by Government in the Parish. Would that they were 
needed ! 

I am sick of following the Vicar's party ; and, to use one 
of their own words, " disgusted*' with their proceedings. 

" Their Hate and Maiice rend my very Soul» 
And floods of Sorrow o'er my Spirit roll.-' 

I will therefore turn to a more pleasing subject, and recount 
the exertions of Mr. George Binns, (Delegate for Norland,) 
in an attempt, though a fruitless one, to bring about an ** ami- 
cable arrangement'' between the Vicar and his Parishioners. 
Mr. Binns has kindly favoured me with an account of this 
transaction, and I think it best to give a literal Copy. He 
writes thus : — 

. ^< Being actuated by a strong desire to preserve the peace of 
the Parish, and a wish, if possible, to prevent the Injury 
which both Church and People, in a religious and moral point 
of view, would suffer by a continuance of this unfortunate 
dispute, I resolved to take upon myself the character of me- 
diator between the two conflicting Interests, of the Vicar on 
the one part, and his Parishioners on the other : I found much 
difficulty in coming to a determination about what would be 
the best line of conduct to adopt, in the situation in which I 
was placed. However, I gave the subject a mature and im- 
partial consideration, with a view to lay down such conditions, 
as in my opinion, it would be for the mutual advantage of both 
Parties, to agree to, and such as I could support, as one of 
the Representatives of the Parish in the Central Committee. 
After reducing to writing, such conditions, I thought it best 
to put them into the hands of some respectable Gentleman? 
who I knew to be a Friend of the Vicar. I fixed upon Mr. 
Thomas Greenwood, to whom I enclosed the following pro- 
positions, (as a ground work for an Arrangement.) — << That 
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the Out-Townsiiips, collectirely, do raise, and pay to iM 
Vicar, One Thousand Podnds Annually^ this to be secured by 
Act of Parliament. The township of Halifax to raise for thd 
Ticar, in addition to Miis snm of £1000^ whatever amount they 
and the Yioar may agree upon/* 

^^ I thought it would be improper to include the Township 
of Halifax in any Plan of my making ; but, as the Ficar'$ 
services are almost exclusively devoted to this Township^ they 
surely must feel themselves called upon to do something hand* 
some for the Vicar. To prevent the expenses of an arrange* 
ment, by Act of Parliament, falling heavy upon the poor land 
occupiers, I proposed they should be paid by subscription, and 

• 

if a fund was raised by this means more than sufficient for this 
purpose, the residue to be applied in some way for the benefit 
of the Vicar. Agreeable to this proposition, the Vicar's an- 
nual income from our Parish, upon a fair calculation, would 
have amounted to upwards of £1700 a year.* This proposi- 

• * According to the above proposition^ the Living would amount 
to more than <£1700 a year^ supposing the town of Halifax is de* 
termined to advance no more than its regular proportion ; but 
surely under the present circumstances^ some great effort will be 
made by the " Gentlemen*' there, to prove that all their anxiety 
and exertion and trouble in this a£&ir, have not been for the 
purpose of obtaining an absolute rule over the parish, nor yet 
to save their own pockets and charge the maintenance of their 
Preacher, on the inhabitants of those townships who never have 
the beueftt of his Labours, and upon others who only just get a 
peep at him once a year. If they are indeed sincere in their de^ 
claration, "that the present Income of the living is insufficient 
to the proper support of the Vicar's important station in the 
Parish,'' surely they will not object, seeing they have been the 
Jirst to discover this fact ; remembering also that they are the 
parties who receive the benefit of his labours, both in the pulpit 
and out of it ; and bearing in mind, if they, in their unmeasured 
generosity, should happen to swell his income, even beyond a 
sum which in their opinion should be ''sufficient;" they may 
rest assured the poor of the town will reap the benefit, and they 
would, by subscribing largely to the Vicar's fund, be indirectly 
advancing the interest of the poor of their own township ; for 
surely their *' most worthy Vicar !^ would never think of pocket- 
ing one farthing more, than was absolutely necessary, "to sup-— 
port his important station in the Parish !" 
How much more amiable the " Guinea" "Gentlemen'' woul 
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/ tton, with some remarks annexed thereto, was inclosed in a 
letter, of which the following is a copy* 

Norland, Nov. Sth, 1827. 
Dear Sir, 

From the observations, yon and several other 

^C3-entlemen have made to me upon the subject of the Vicar^s 
ims, I beg to put into your hands such conditions, as in 
y opinion would form a proper foundation for an arrange- 
between the Vicar and his Parishioners. If you approve 
'^ them, as a friend to the Vicar you can take such steps as 
may think requisite to promote the object in view. I beg 
observe that this proceeding entirely originates with my- 
If, and should it be of no further service, than proving that 
have done my duty to promote and preserve the peace of the 
, it will be sufficient satisfaction to 
Dear Sir, 

Your most Obedient Servant, 

R. Thomas Greenwood, G£0RGE BINNS. 

Bank Field. 





appear, if they subscribed their Thousands, Five Hundreds. &c. 
x. towards such a fund, rather than give their names to a fund 
'^ keep the Vicar and his parishioners at eternal variance. 
Let me advise the Vicar, before he enters the lists against his 
Bt^uishioners, not to be content with a list of names, with large 
^^4iins of money appended to them : it's just as easy to write One 
^pliousand Pounds, Five Hundred Pounds, &c. as One Thou- 
^tandtfa part of a Farthing, Five Hundredth part of a Farthing, 
;c. but there is a great difference in the two articles, when one 
to pay the Lawyers' Bills, &c. I would advise the Vicar 
bag'' the money before he begins. 
It's not long since there was a vacancy for a Coroner, and Ten 
^Thauutnd Pounds were raised almost in a twinkling; I mean upon 
^)[^per, by placing certain sums at the end of certain names ; 1 re- 
^iftiember one name was followed by " One Thousand Pounds," 
^Sat there were more than Ten thousand hearty laughs on the oc- 
^^Sftsion : I for one enjoyed the joke amazingly, and from that 
^^oment was sure there would be no contest. Have a care of 
.^aaytn^ One Thousand pounds merely to help a friend on in the 
'^vorld— it's no joke : — is it ? " No no, true enough," you'll say ; 
"••but what did the impudent fellow mean, when he dared to offer 
^^mself to the county iriihout first consulting us ?" Ha! ha ! it's 
«l11 very good Gentlemen : he is however Coroner in spile of you!! 

R. O. 
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** I received the following reply. 

Bank Field, Nov. VZth, 1827. 

Dear Sir, 

I am obliged by your favour of the 5th 

inst. If it was in my power to be instrumental in preventing 
the DREADFUL CALAMITY which hangs over the Parish, it wonld 
give me the greatest pleasure. I am sorry 1 cannot work up- 
on the sum yon mention ; but if the Townships you name will 
agree to raise £*. , I will try to prevail upon the town- 
ship of Halifax to raise £* ,anrf with a less sum I could 

NOT approach the ViCAR. If you can prevail upon the Central 
Committee to agree to the above sum, I shall be most happy 
to use my best endeavours to promote a settlement by Act of 
Parliament; agreeable to your views, I am, dear sir. 

Your Obedient Servant, 

T. GREENWOOD. 
Mr. George Binns, 
Norland. 

*^ After the interchange of these letters, Mr. Greenwood and 
I had several interviews, for the object of explanation and ne- 
gociation on this business. But, as I constantly refused to 
give any support to a larger amount from the out townships, 
than what I had first proposed ; and, as Mr. Greenwood found 
he could not rely upon Halifax coming forwards, to make the 
amount acceptable to the Vicar, this attempt to bring about a 
settlement entirely failed. 

^* The Central Committee having met by adjournment, on 
Thursday the 29th Day of November, several of the Dele- 
gates mentioned to me the various reports they had heard, of 
a negociation and compromise between myself and Mr. Green- 
wood; therefore, though this treaty had not produced any 
arrangement, yet I found it requisite to give the Central Com- 
mittee information of all that had passed on the subject; 

"^ In the present unsettled state of this business 1 think it 
proper to leave the sums bJauk^ which are mentioned in this 
Letter. 
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[ 'immediately produced a copy of what I had put into 
be hands of Mr. Greenwood, which was read to the Com- 
nlttee ; after which, at my request, Mr. Greenwood waited 
tpon the Central Committee to make such communication on 
he subject, as he might be disposed, or think proper : and, on 
his occasion, Mr. Greenwood did himself much credit, by the 
gentlemanly manner in which he spoke on the subject How- 
ever in the course of his speech he disclaimed having any 
mthority from the Vicar ; but, towards the close of what he 
teid, he mentioned that, though he had no authority, yet he 
lad an opinion of his own, but said he could not presume to 
state it^ without having the leave of the Cpmmittee to do so ; 
some of the members of which begun to object, on account of 
his stating he had no authority from the Vicar. On account 
of these objections Mr. Greenwood was requested to retire, 
lill the Chairman took the sense of the Committee, whether 
or no they would hear Mr. Greenwood^s further opinion. The 
Committee decided it was not requisite, and the following re- 
ply by the Committee was agreed upon ; which being signed 
by the Chairman, Mr. Stansfield and Mr. Oastler were deput- 
ed to be the bearers of it to Mr. Greenwood, who was waiting. 

Central Committee- Room^ Nov, 29th j 1827. 
Sir, 

Duly appreciating the motive, which has actuated 

you in making your communication this day to the Central 
Committee of Delegates, yet considering that it is accompa- 
nied by an express disclaimer of any authority from the Rev. 
Vicar, or his Friends, the Committee, in thanking you for 
your Individual interference, feel that no advantage could 
accrue to either Party, by listening to the Opinion, which yon 

have kindly offered to give. 

George Binns, Chairman, 
James Goodall, Secretary. 

To Mr. Thomas Greenwood." 



Thus far Mr. Binns communicates to me; the Vicar 
oonld not be prevailed upon to authorize any one to meet 
the Central Committee, until the 1st Resolution, declaring 
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his Claims to be unjust and ille^al^ was rescinded. The 
Central Committee, being fally satisfied of the injustice and 
illegality of the Vicar^s Claims, had it not in their power to 
place themselves in a situation to meet the Vicar's views. 

At this meeting of the Central Committee, we had the 
pleasure to receive again onr worthy Secretary, Mr. Goodall, 
as a Delegate from the Township of Skircoat. (Oh! how 
Preston woald have stamped, and stormed, and cried shame ! 
shame ! if he had been there ; I think both Edwards and 
Satclifl^ woald have felt qoeerish.) 

It was now ascertained about 4-5ths of the Property, in the 
17 Townships, had already been covered by the Bond. The 
following letter was, at the conclusion of the meeting, sent to 
the Editors of the Leeds Mercury, and inserted in that paper 
of December 1st: 

Gentlemen, 
I beg to inform the Public, through the medium of your 
paper, that a Meeting has this day been held, of the Central 
Committee, to receive the Report of the persons engaged in 
obtaining signatures to the Agreement to resist the New 
Claims of the Vicar of Halifax, and that the number of sig- 
natures exceeded their expectations. I have also the satisfac- 
tion to add, that one township, (Skircoat,) which for some 
weeks stood aloof,' has appeared by its delegate, and is duly 
incorporated in the resista9ce. 

I am, Gentlemen, yours respectfully, 

JAMES GOODALL, Secretary. 

Committee-Room, White Lion Inn, 
Halifax, Nov. 29, 1827. 
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Thus have the opponents oftheVicar^s Claims made a legal, 
firm, and manly stand. — They shelter themselves under the 
properly constituted authorities of the Land. — They are 
thankful for their privileges as Englishmen, and fearlessly 
appeal to the known Int^rity of British Judges, and British 
Jaries. — They have a firm conviction of the Justice and 
Legality of their cause. — They are Strong in their own In* 
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te^city. — Their plan of defence has been cautiously and pm* 
d^itjiy adopted. — They have already surmounted many diffi* 
culties,and patiently submitted to undeserved reviling?. — Everj 
Intrigne? which malice ai^d cunning could invent, has been 
tried, but tried in vain, to break their unanimity. — They have 
been abused, insulted, and defamed : still they have calmly 
moved onward, fearless and undaunted : and now they have 
enrolled their names in that Scroll, which will ever remain 
a standing monument in this Parish, of the Infamy of the 
FEW, and the uncompromising patriotism of the many. Yes ! 
Yes ! the die is cast : — our determined stand is taken : — we have 
resolved,— if there be Freedom in £nglish Law, — ^to find it ; w^ 
have bound ourselves in a Bandy which can N£Y£R be broken^, 
to resist by every Legal means. — 

** Th' opponenU bave, like heroes stoat and good^ 
A chosen and embattl'd phalanx stood. 
They are a bold and a determiu'd band, 
Andy shielded hj the laws of their own land— 
They will without a single fear resort* 
And try their cause in ev'ry British court. 
They'll go to law, bat with a decent pride> 
They know that right is listed on their side. 
Their haughty foes insult, abase> defame ; 
All arts are tried ; they still remain the same. ' 
Their names will floarish in perennial bloom, 
Writ on the Scroll, and never find a tomb. 
They know the justice of their much lov'd King, 
And trust themselTes beneath his Royal wing.'' 

^ GOD SAVE AND BLESS OUR NOBLE LORD THE KING ! ! V^ 

And what are the parties which have refused to join us ? 
Besides the Vicar's Party, some few individuals have refused 
to sign our bond, because they think the Vicar will not claim 
the Tithes until the matter is finally decided ; they wish to 
save the trifle required for their share of the Expenses, and 
leave their neighi)ours to pay for them. — " Well," say they^ 
'* we shall get off, if the rest do, and have naught to pay ii| 
the mean time/]^ Who does not despise such meanness? 
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They are known in their neighbourhoods, and will be respecte?* 
as they deserve. There are others, who have refnsed, because 
they are wishfal to keep oat of Law, not for the purpose oi 
saving their pockets, but say they: ^<We would snbniit to any: 
thing, rather than have the Parish embroiled in £ndless Law- 
suits/* I hope the Yicar will not take advantage of their 
goodness, and compel them to compound, or pay in kind. 
There are others, who persuade themselves the Vicar will 
never go to Law about the matter, and consequently thhik it 
unnecessary to take part in the dispute. Some few say ^ the 
Vicar is in the right, and has a legal claim to all.*' As far as I 
can learn, there has been no Paying, no Compounding, yet* 
How strange these men should withhold the Vicar^s l^al 
rights from him ! — It is not Honest, but still they will not 
Pay. It is however clear the time draws nigh, when all must 

EITHER Pay, COiMPOUND, OR SiGN OUR BOND. 

It may be proper, before I conclude, to state, that the 
Vicar's Party, who have made such astir in this affair, are far 
from being the wisest, the most honourable, the most respect- 
able, the most loyal, the most wealthy, or the stoutest Church- 
men, in the Parish. The ranks of their opponents are filled 
with men every way their superiors in Honour, true respect- 
ability, Loyalty, wealth, and above all in steady, constant, and 
firm, attachment to the Church of England. 

''Jackdaws have oft seem'd Peacocks to the view. 
Borrow 'd tbeir golden plames, and various hue. 
They oft' have soar'd like Eagles to the sky. 
And thu| deceiv'd tbe-'world's astonish'd eye. 
But now the time is comej when fortune dooms. 
That I should strip them of their borrow'd plumes ; 
That I should bring these creatures to the light, 
Which have been hid so long in darkest night. — 
Tlie figure's ended ; — all the Birds are flown ; 
The creatures of imagination gone.— 
And now I'll shew the world what these men are, 
I'll tear them from their elevated car.— 
^ *< Ko more shall you pass by in solemn state, 

" Ye meanly proud yield to the nobly great» 
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** To your fuperiors give an instant way* 
» 'Tis theirs to rule, — your duty's to obey. 
«• Vaunt ye no more of your pretended worth, 
. *< Ye are but Reptiles^ Vermin of the Eaitb, 

*^ Yield then unto your brave, your noble, foe ; ' 

** Their ranic is greater, and their courage too* 

'' Jtf uch they surpass you on the rolls of Birth, 

** Wealth, Wisdom, Fortune, and superior Worth* 

" The ScBOLL will add a Lustre to their Fame, 

* And cast a Glory o'er each well-kDOwo Name*'' 

Before we part, let us review the whole proceedingg, and 
>liii8 determine which Party may be blamed for all the confn- 
and strife, with which the Parish is now threatened* 
Who in the first place called together a select company of 
^g;entlemen to represent the parish, instead of corresponding 
^^Jtt the first instance with the Churchwardens ? — The Vicar. 
Who was very reluctant to let the parish know what the 
^icar claimed, and to give any explanation and information? 
- — The Vicar's Solicitor. 

Who tried to persuade the parish to compound, and for 

EVER RENDER THEMSELVES LIABLE TO THE WHOLE LIST OF 

CLAIMS ? — The Vicar's Party. 

Who said the List of Claims was not the Vicar's List, well 
knowing that the List was genuine? — The Vicar's Party. 

Who spread a report the Vicar would be content with 
£1500 a year ?— The Vicar's Party* 

Who waited upon the Vicar, and promised they would ose 
their best influence to persuade the Parish to give it to him ? 
— The Delegates* 

Who refused it ?— The Victfr. 

Who agreed, without having any authority from the Parish, > 
the Vicar shqald have £2000 a year ?— The Vicar's Party. 

Who pnblicly proclaimed they interfered in Friendship to 
the Delegates^ and yet privately amongst themselves, sneered 
«* <^efit, and declared they cared not for them ? — The Vicar's 
Party. 

- Who sent ofiT the Vicar and his Solicitor a fool's-errand to 
Uie Archbishop ?— The Vicar's Party* 
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Who deceived the ArchbigLop? — Ask the Vicar and his 
Solicitor. 

Who determined, after all, to force this £2000 a year ar- 
rangement apon the Parish, and resolved to get an act of Parli- 
ament for the same, whether the parish would or not? — The 
Vicar's Party. 

Who resisted snch foolery and knavery ? — The Delegates. 

Who stated the King would interfere, if we eontinaed to 
resist ? — The Vicar's Party. 

Who rejoiced to know the King was Patron, and trusted 
to his name, as a ^* tower of strength,'^ against tyranny and 
oppressibn ? — The Delegates. 

' Who spread reports that certain Gentlemen had compound- 
ed with the Vicar, knowing at the same time, such tales were 
false ?— The Vicar's Party. 

Who abused, insulted, and defamed the Delegates, for 
steadily supporting the rights of the Parish? — The Vicar's 
Party. 

Who tried to persuade their neighbours the Vicar was 
right, and yet steadily refrained from paying his demands 
themselves? — The Vicar's Party. 

Who first begun the anonymous Squib Trade ?^ — The Vicar's 
Party? ^ 

Who solemnly and eaniestly protested against it?— Th^- 
Delegates. 

Who were determined to persist in writing squibs, in spito 
of the Vicar, the Professor, and the Solicitor ?— The Vicar's 
Party. 

Who exposed the falsehoods of the Vicar's Party, and sent 
them lurking to their deiis ? — The Delegates. 

Who after all proposed an amicable arrangeitient t A De- 
legate. 

Who refused it ?— The Vicar. 

In short, who have by every means endeavoured' to blind, 
entrap, abuse, insult, and betray the Parish ? — The Vicar's 
Party. • • • " 

Who have steadily resisted every eflfort made i^gainst flieni) 
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Viome the abuse and insalts of their enemies, and in the end 
placed the Parish in such a position, that she fears no attack 
^rom any foe ? — The Delegates. 

I could add a long list of queries on this subject; surely 
€hese will suffice toj'prove that, whatever may hereafter be the 
<^afusi6n and strife in this Parish, the Delegates are not theau- 
thors of it. They have from the first resisted the Y icar^s claims, 
^nd will still resist them.. They have always been willing to 
settle the business in an amicable manner, hut not to buy the 
claims. The Vicar, I have no doubt, has had them represent- 
ed as his bitterest enemies ; perhaps he will live to see his 
mistake. They are no £nemies to him, if he be a friend 
TO THE Church of England. 

We are charged with being " Hot-Headed,^* ** Rash,'^ 
^< Thoughtless,'^ ^^ Impetuous,'V &c. Let our accusers jprove 
their assertions. Our stand against £xtortion, Domination^ 
and Insult, has been calm and temperate ; yet firm and reso- 
lute. If our plans had been the ofispring of folly and intem- 
perance, we should long ago have become an easy prey to our 
enemies : yet notwithstanding all their efibrts, their influence, 
and their cunning craftiness, our Bond is indissoluble, our 
union is unbroken ; whilst our opponents exhibit a memorable 
picture of disappointed pride, and are overwhelmed by the 
hideous representation of their malice and revenge. They 
have represented themselves, as the friends of Religion, of 
the Church of £ngland, and of the Vicar ; — they have caused 
the Infidel to rejoice, — the true friends of the Church to mourn, 
— and the Vicar to be detested ; they have proved thetnselves to 
be either very^ very wicked, or inexcusably ignorant. 

But say some well-meaning individuals, who have not en<: 
tered into all the particulars of the case, how is it that these 
Delegates should profess to be Friends to the Church of Eng- 
land and to Religion ; and yet be so determined in their oppOf 
sition to the Vicar of Halifax? I will endeavour to give this 
question a fair, full, and candid answer. 

The enquirer will readily perceive that the foundation of his 
question, is the Infallibility of the Vicar pf Halifax; he is 
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no doubt fnlly convinoed the Vicar Is a good man, a good 
Chwchman; and argues from thenoe, his condact most ba 
onimpeachable and every action of bis life irreproachable. 

As this pamphlet does not pretend to be a moral and religi- 
ons Essay, it will not be necessary to prove how erroneous 
Bvch an opinion will be fonnd ; it will only be required that, 
without disputing Mr. Masgrave^s piety, goodness and worth ; 
I state distinctly, the Delegates deny his Infallibility, and 
assert their right to private Judgment, on every question in 
which their interest is concerned. This is Protestantism ; the 
Chnrch of England is the strongest bulwark and protection 
of Protestantism ; hence the possibility of the stoutest friends 
of the Church of England, being engaged in direct hostility 
to the measures of the Vicar of Halifax. 

Should the Vicar of Halifax chuse by his intemperate and 
extorsive conduct, to make himself, his Reverend Brethren 
and the Church hated and execrated ; surely the Delegates as 
good friends to the Charch of England, would be allowed ; 
without being suspected of disloyalty, or charged with oppos- 
ing the interests of the Church ; steadily to resist such un- 
christian conduct, and resolve, until the law compelled them, 
they would never yield to his tyrannical exactions ! 

The Delegates mourn with every well-wisher to Rellgio 
and the Charch, they are compelled to unite the Parish agiUni 
the Vicar ; they have been wont to look upon the Vicar oi 
Halifax as their Friend and Spiritual Guide ; they have re — 
joiced to see the cause of Religion and of the Church of £ng 
land prospering in the hands of a Coulthurst and a Knight ; the; 
saw the good seed sown by those two labourers in the vin 
. yard springing up, and, in many instances, bearing muc 
fmit; and they fondly anticipated, the gathering in by Mmt. 
Musgrave, , would be an abundant spiritual Harvest of fsouL^, 
into the great Shepherd^s gamer !— Never was a Parish better 
prepared to receive a Vicar ! — Never was there a greater prc»5- 
pect of usefulness by any Man ! — Never were the frimids of 
Religion more awfully disappointed ! — Never, in so short a 
time, (by any party,) was more mischief done ! The parishion- 
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, who were ready to receive their Vicar with open armd 
^and open hearts, who rejoiced at his nomination, and anxi-^ 
asty awaited his arrival, have been sickened by the remorse- 
Gondnct of his Partisans; they, who wonld have honoured 
d revered him as the ambassador of their God, have been 
pelled to shelter themselves from his anwarrantable de- 
ands, in the arms of the Law ! — We know, if there had been 
slightest gronnd in Law or Equity for these claims, some 
, before Mr. Mnsgrave, (either Papist or Protestant,) 
onld, without the possibility of doubt, have demanded them, 
d tiie question would long since have been set at rest. — 
"^Vhat then, in this case, is the inference? Either, that for 
early Six Hundred Years, Halifax has been cursed with tcn- 
incipled Vicars, who cared not for their own interest, the 
:arights of the Church, or the property of their successors ; and 
^ttat Mr. Musgrave has risen up the immaculate champion of 
IReligion and the Church ; a blessing to his generation, and 
^e choicest boon of Heaven to the Parish of Halifax ! ! ! — or, 
^hat our former Vicars were just and equitable, lovers of the 
Church and of the people, and that Mr. Musgrave^s claims 
toe unjust and iliegal. — Look also at the time Mr. Musgrave 
has selected. It is well known the legislature are, and have 
for some time been, anxiously engaged, in endeavours to miti- 
gate the severity of the Tithing System ; they have seen with 
sorrow, the dreadful effects arising from it in our Sister Isle ; 
and have endeavoured to provide palliatives, to sooth and re- 
lieve the oppressed : yet, whilst this is the conduct of our 
Grovemment, our Vicar, in the plenitude of his pride, enters 
h Parish where these pests are unknown^ he finds us in peace, 
in love with our Church Establishment and revering our mi- 
nisters ; he scatters amongst us that very fire brand of discord 
and of death, which our beloved King and our Govemraait, 
are endeavouring to extinguish in other parts of the empire ! 
And yet, we are called ^^ disloyal, disaffected,^^ because we 
oppose ! <^ But,^^ say you, ^^ he agreed to take £200(^a year, 
and yon refused.^^ True ; we cannot compound for his new 
claims at any price. The Church either has, or has not, a 
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right to them : if she has a rights it would be impiouffor us to 
buy them at less than their value. We believe she has no 
right whatever to them, and conseqaently, we cannot oon- 
scientionslj give any price for them. 

Can a good man nnder all the circamstances feel himself 
warranted in sach conduct ? What said that excellent minis- 
ster of the Church of England, The Rev. Richd. Cecil, M. A. 
when his son remonstrated with him, and wished him to require 
larger payments from his parishioners for Tithe ? His reply 
was, ^^ If by taking one guinea more I should excite prejudices 
^^ in a single mind against my message^ I should defetU my 
*^ great project in coming to this place*'*'* 

Mr. Masgrave will however go on, regardless of all the evil 
his condact may entail upon the Church of Christ in this Par- 
ish; for he cares neither for ^^ costs nor inconveniences.^' 
Daring the progress of the legal enquiry, no doubt every ef-< 
fort will be used by his pretended friends, to harass, per-^ 
plex and insult the parishioners ; such conduct will be very 
likely to ^' excite prejudices in our minds^^ and if he should be 
so fortunate as to succeed, what will he gain? An addition 
to his income^ that's certain — and with every additional gui^ 
nea, 100,000 maledictions ! ! — Enviable situation for a minis- 
ter of the €k>spel I ! — But in the estimation of some men, 
what are Curses, what are Souls — when poised against Sove< 
reigns and Guineas ! ! ! 

If any individual's patience should have brought him thus 
fiur, I wonder not he should now grumble, and, turning over 
the few remaining leaves of this book exclaim f^ how tiresome 
this Oastler is.^^ ^^ Well, well, I cannot help it ! I am on-. 
**.iised to writing books, but having got into this affair, L 
^^must pudi on and finish as well as I can.^^ — ^^ Aye^'V say^ 
my reader, ^^ but I fancied you would give us a clear acconnfe^ 
*^ of the origin and law of Tithes, and that I should long erefc 
^'tbis have formed my opinion on the law of your case.*'* 
^^ Recollect yourself my friend ; I never promised to tell yoi& 
^^ tbis« No, no ! leave law to the lawyers ; they will work it 
*^hard enough, I'll warrant you." — ^^Oh! oh! so I see you 
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^^ hsLve been leading yonr friends into a law-snit, without 
** Icnowing^ any thing aboat the rights of the Vicar, merely 
** opposing him for the sake of opposition." — ** Say you so, my 
* - friend ? Why yon almost provoke me to tell you all about 
** it, but I'll forbear ! — You would run and tell the other party, 
^* I keep what I know from them." — " Now ! that's unreason- 
^^ iable and uncharitable, you might perhaps convince them 
'* they are wrong."—** Perhaps I might point them to an act of 
^* Parliament, and a few ^lecrees, Ac. which will for ever debar 
^^ the Vicar from his claims; what of that however? you know 
^^ he has positively declared, no earthly consideration shall tn- 
^ ^ duce him to abandon his claims : so I think the wisest way 
^^ is, to tell him nothing : leave him to his own jplans, his own 
^^ reflections, and his darling friends : they are indeed a choice 
*^ set for a Pious Vicar; so you'd say if you knew them all, 
as I doJ' — : 



Some of my readers may still think the Vicar is in the right, 

"defend him in every action, in every word ; say it is his duty, 

l=iis bounden duty^ to look after all these things; even thank 

^:iim for it ; and say, by so doing he is upholding the dignity, 

^^nd the respectability, of the Established Church. Nay! I 

Slave heard a person affirm, ** the Clergy of the Establishment 

^ue under the greatest obligation to Mr. Musgrave;" I know 

some persons have advised him to push on fearless of consie- 

^uences. 

Is it indeed come to this ? — Is it the duty of a Clergyman 
^)f the Church of England to make such unprecedented claims? 
— Is it the duty of his partisans to intrigue, threaten, and de- 
lame ? — Is he acting wisely, when he frightens people from 
^he Church, by the exorbitancy of his demands ? — Is it proper 
«nd right that he should, in defiance of all Law,* claim 21s. 
for a Mortuary? — lis it wise to raise doubts in the minds of 
liis Parishioners, about the validity of his predecessors^ 
Xieasee, thereby undermining their confidence in the Clergy ? 
— Is it indeed necessary and praiseworthy for a Priest to allow 
■*7 .11 — ^ — • — - — ■ ■ — — i. 

* See 21. Hen. VIII. c. 6. 
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the Temple, and the worship of the Sanctuary, to be dijsg 
by Mountebank Exhibitions, — and to permit the ravaging o; 
the Houses of the dead, — merely to gratify a little malice an 
revenge ? Above all can it be right for a Clergyman of th< 
Church of England, in the necessary performance of his duty 
by his Agents, to visit the Houses of the Widow and the 
Fatherless, the Friendless and the Pauper; and add to thei 
already-too-bitter cup, the last Dreg of nature^s misery, b; 
laying hands on them, taking them by the throat, and sayini 
" Pay me that thou owest ?" 

If these are indeed the necessary duties of our Clergymen^^ , 
then is the Church of England, << that Anti-Christ which &Aa/^ I 
come into the world /' — and all our former Vicars were v <^ > 
MEMBERS OF THE Church OF ENGLAND. — Nay! If thesc .1 m=^ 




the necessary qualifications and the duties required of oui 
priests, none of those excellent and good men, who serve a — =t 
the altar, and make themselves beloved and venerated on w^^- - 
count of their Holy lives and charitable Actions; none <^- -f 
those men, I say, eitj^r Vicars or Curates, are true member^^ 
of the Church of England* If these indeed be their require^ci 
qualifications, let his Grace the Archbishop of York for \A~ s 
own sake be instantly deposed : he is utterly unworthy of hM s 
station, for he is a holy, a pious, a charitable man ; it is hm s | 
delight to comfort the distressed, ^^ to visit the widows and tlm^ i 
. fatherless in their afSictions ;^* not to grind and oppress tbmc I 
poor, and ^^ devour widows^ Houses/^* f 

But what? — Am I saying the Clergy of the Establishmeymt / 
.should be cold-blooded Villains, — unfeeling Tyrants, — r«- /. 
morseless Elxtortioners ? Oh ! The very idea is Calumnious / / i 
— No ! No ! Her Enemies who have stolen their way into the / ^ 

* One of the respected Curates in ibis extensive Parish, was / rei 

one day talking with a friend of mine, about the Vicar's proceed- / aiii 

ings : among other things he (the Curate) observed, circumstooeed i ira^ 

as 1 am, I do not wish to interfere, and should beglad to have no- I the 

thing to do or say in the affair ; " But/' said be emphatically, "^ hop 

the Wolf should come into my fold, to devour my Sheep, I ^Hl 

SHOULD FEEL JUSTIFIED IN ENDEAVOUEING TO DAIVE Hill *re 

gVT/' ' . . ■ . *^'^< 
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priests^ office'^ for filthy lacre's sake, to advance their 
rorldlj Interests^* reckless of her spiritual welfare and 

»r angelic character, may indeed propagate such false* 
fcoods ; and spur on an accomplice, that Aey may have comr 
yseny in iniquity. I leave suck wretches to the remorse and 

KDisery which await them. I tell them they are unworthy 

^ _ * 

♦One of the Curates in the Parish of Halifax has busied 
Aimseif amazingly, in favour of the Vicar and his party. As I 
&new him to be a man of very retiring unobtrusive habits, I 
"^■rondered he should trouble himself about the matter, particu- 
larly as it appeared to me, he could not have the most remote 
interest in tlie question. A few days ago, I happened to be in 
^rompnny with his most intimate friend, to whom I expressed 

my surprise, that the Rev. Mr. , should be so active in the 

"Vicar's cause. I was however immediately informed, "the 
*' Curate was no more in favour of the Vicar's claims than I was, 
but that he was in hopes, if Mr. Musgrave could by any means 
come to a settlement with his Parish, and obtain a large 
Salary, he would take into his "kind consideration," the po- 
verty of some of the Curates, and so, in the long run, there 
«' was a possibility of an increase to his (the Curate's) living." 

This friend added, " you know the living of is very little, 

" and with his large family he is kept very poor." I thought of 
Shakespeare's starved apothecary, who sold his neighbour 
poison, that he might feed himself! Poor fellow — He was in- 
deed to be pitied ; — but more so, — this poor Curate; who could 
in pitiful accents, say with him, 

*' Mj Poverty, but uot my wiU, coosents." 

A certain Curate, (being some eight or ten years ago, as I 
suppose, either intoxicated with the love of money, or at his 
wit's end for the want of it;) hit upon a most capital expedient^ 
as he thought, to raise the wind. He furnished several Vaults 
in a very superior style, hoping that he should readily secure a 
good profit, by transferring them to his particular friends: — 
they, however, not feeling disposed to hurry themselves away, 
and thus, by their own demise, furnish a speedy and profitable 
return for the kindness of their Pastor, stupidly remained alive, 
and are many of them actually in existence at this day. — What 
was to be done ^ — The houses for the dead were all fitted up for 
the reception of the Curate's Friends ! — the money expended in 
hopes of a speedy return ! — Still, the' stupid unfeeling fellows, 
will not die! The vaults are** untenanted — the Curate's hopes 
are frustrated — the whole speculation rests^ with a ponderous and 
dead weight, on the Curate's finances. In a little time^ however, 
hope revived^ — in consequence of the increase of vice and im- 

z 
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Ministers of tbat Charch, which is the brightest Gem of 
the Christian world ; whose foundation is Christ the Lord; 
whose doctrine is Holiness; and whose practice is Bene- 
volence and Charity. 

Look at the engagements required of her Ministers at or- 
dination ! Look at her Homilies^ her Liturgy, her << Form 

morality, during his Incumbency, it was found necessary to 
build a prison in the village. The parson endeavoured to seize 
the golden opportunity : — He actually offered to let one of his 
vaults for a goal, at so much per diem, to save the township, as 
he said, the expense of building a prison : — of course he felt satis- 
fied that HIS vault was the most proper place, in which to deposit 
those, who were not fit to live. The immediate and regular pro- 
fit, coming home to the bosom of the church, by such a regular 
rental, would, I have no doubt, in his opinion, be a sufficient 
absolution for the dreadful cruelty inflicted on the living, and the 
unceremonious profanation of the sacred depositaries of the— 
dead! 

It is scarcely necessary to add ; the town^s people refused th^ss 
offer of their generous, kind-hearted Pastor, and preferred 
erect a commodious prison for those persons who were s 
"unwise" as not to " keep the law." 

What will not some men do for money ? — Preston himself 
must now cry, — Shame ! Shame ! ! 

When I see a Clergyman reduced to so deplorable a condition^ 
I cannot help feeling. — I have long grieved for the poor Curates 
of the Establishment, and devised many plans for the cure o/ 
the Evil. I can now say, with Mr. William Mitchell : '^I have 
** thought upon the subject, and have formed a plan in my head, 
" which I think will remove all difficulty ; but in the present 
" state of the business, I do not think it prudent to enter much 
*' into details." 

I intend shortly to publish a supplement to this book of mine, 
and to that supplement, I shall add an appendix, /or the sole 
purpose of giving the world my thoughts on this subject. If my 
plan is adopted, in a few years, there need be no poor Clergyman 
in the Kingdom* — No new machinery will be required in the 
execution. — Perhaps you think my plan will be to prevent ONE 
Parson having two Livings ; — then you are mistaken. — Trae 
enough; that evil, (in some cases) makes matters worse : — but 
who can help it P I often wonder what such Parsons feel. — Sup- 
pose a man to have one Living with 100,000 souls in it, and 
another, more than 20 miles from It, containing 2 or 3,000 per- 
sons. How in the world can he look after them both P And 
yet he solemnly engages to do so ; — Yes, and not by proxt— 
but in PERSON !v Perhaps in such trifles, as a most solemn 
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of sound words ! Look at these, — and tell me where her 
equal stands ! Look also at her Clergy ! See them the Fa^ 
thers, the Hasbands, the Gaardian Angels of their Flocks 2 
Yes, I say, Look, — and admire, — and cherish, sach a Church 
and such Ministers ! We have seen them labouring night 
and day, during the late distressing panic, for their People^s 
good. — We remember their labour of love, their charity, 
their unceasing, unwearying anxiety, to provide for the widow, 
the friendless, and the distressed. 

We know, from happy and constant experience, the Church 
of £ngland does not require her Priests to be ^^ heartless un- 
blushing extortioners, whose spirit of unprincipled exitction 
exhibits a hideous contrast between the lessons of poverty and 
self denial, which they deliver from the pulpit, and their 
practical exemplification in their own remorseless rapacityJ*^ 
She requires not they should be ^^ consecrated Pirates, holy 
Plunderers, anointed Banditti.^* — Nor does she expect her 
Ministers ^^to avail themselves of every pretence afforded 
them by Law, or rather by the perversion of all Law^ and the 
violation of all Justice, to swell their stipends as Christian 
Teachers, beyond all former limit and proportion/' Her 

engagement to take the cure of souls, promises mean nothing; 
— its only between the Bishop, the Parson, and their Maker; — 
and so of course, was nothing but an unmeaning ceremony, — a 
farcical joke, — about a few trumpery souls ! — There will he a 
reckoning some day for such sins as these /* — Before I leave this 
subject,. I will tell you an anecdote about St. Bernaid, which 
good Bishop Burnet once told the Clergy of his Diocese. St. 
Bernard, being consulted by one of his followers, whether he 
might accept of two Benefices, replied, " And how will you ho 
" able to serve them both P" " I intend, 'answered the Priest,' 
to officiate in one of them by a deputy." " Will your deputy 
be damned for you too F" cried the Saint. " Believe me, you 
may serve your Cure by proxy, but you must be damned 
"IN person." 

Besides all this, it very frequently happens, some one is kept 
out of a living, to whom it properly and of right belongs. 
Such conduct may perhaps be legal ; though I much doubt it ; 
/ am sure it is impious and unjust. 

» Rosea cb. IV*. v. 6. 2>cb. cb. XI. v, 16 cb IT, Je.. cb. VIII. v. 10. 

Mai. cb. I. T. lOt' Ac, Ae» 
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Priests should never be overcome by the vile love,, or the 
t^orsed thirst of GokJ, nor enter, in the pursuit of Riches, 
** into any disgraceful strife with their Parishioners,^^ — Oh, 
no, we have not so learned the duty of our Clergy !** — Onr 
former Vicars^ ^ never swelled the ranks (A infidelity by 
such conduct. — We have been accustomed to honour the 
Clergy, and to prize them as our dearest friends. — We are 
surrounded by conscientious, upright, truly pious. Ministers, 
who are beloved by their flocks, — and deserve it too. ** In 
whose praise it is almost impossible to speak with exaggera- 
ticm/^ — Men whose hearts are raised to heaven ; who mind 
tiot earthly things ; but whilst they point the way to^^ brighter 
worlds,^* walk on before the Flock; and, by the Holiness and 
benevolence of their lives, allure us upward to the skies. — 
<< They bear into the habitation of the unfortunate and afflicted, 
faith and hope, whilst in themselves, they personify Charity 
in her finest form.^ The Clergy of this neighbourhood, 
appear to have studied that true Picture of a Christian Min- 
ister, which was painted by the Rev. Charles Musgrave M; A. 
Vicar of Whitkirk; and exhibited by him at the annual 
Visitation, at Leeds, June, 1824, to the Clergy of the arch- 
deaconry of York ; and which was by them so much approved 
of, they requested that it might be published. The Sermon 
from which 1 extract the Picture, is, in my opinion, wor- 
thy of being printed in Letters of Gold: I am very sure 
every sincere Churchman will be delighted and edified by 
perusing it. 

At the conclusion of the Sermon, Mr. Musgrave addressee 
the Clergy in the following words : — " We must maintain in^ 
OUR general spirit and life a conformity to the discipline of 
our Church.^^ 

*< The obligations of personal Holiness, imperative as they 
are in all, seem peculiarly to become the character of thb 
Christian Minister. Cold, indeed, and unproductive is 
that System of nominal Religion, which, restricted to the 
formal offices of worship, abandons with the termination of 
the service the delight and spirit of devotion. The fire of the 
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Christianas piety mnst resemble the material J9re on the Altar 
of the ancient Israelites. < It may be fanned into a flame in 
the season of public mini^ration, but even through the inter" 
vdls it must bum^ it Musf* never be extinguished. It 
mast be an universal element, intermingling with every 

PRINCIPLE AND ACTiON ; QUALIFYING EVERY DISPOSITION, 

MODIFYING EVERY PURSUIT *, engaging US, as the citizens of 
a better country, to cherish the spirit, the habit, the life, of 
^ose, ^^ whose conversation is in heaven.^^ Our daily con- 

J)UCT MUST BE THE TRANSCRIPT OF OUR PUBLIC SERVICE — 
3IUST EMBODY AND EXEMPLIFY THE GRACES OF THE CHRISTI- 
AN Character, while it is given us in charge to shine forth 
as lights in the world; to adorn the Gospel which we 
PREACH ; to conciliate an affectionate respect for our 
Ministry ; and by the active usefulness, the unim- 
peachable integrity, THE CONSISTENT, THE HUMBLE PIETY 

OF OUR LivBs^ to commend in the face of all men that pure, 
and devotional, and apostolical Church, whose communion we 
would venerate and uphold.'*' 

Such then, in June 1824^ was the opinion which Mr. Mas- 
grave hdd, of the real character of a true Christian Minister 
of the Church of England * And such, I am happy to say, 
with few, — very few, exoeptionsare our Clergy. — Let usesteem 
them very highly for their works^s sake ! — Let us take 
care they have their dues and offerings regularly paid ! — No- 
thing can give such men more pain, than to enforce the pay- 
ment of their income by legal means. Easter offerings, mor- 
tuaries, &c. are in their very nature offensive ; and a good 
minister will feel unpleasantness enough^ without being obliged 
to use coersive measures to obtain payment. 

If this pamphlet should be useful in persuading any indivi- 
dual to spare his Minister the trouble of asking twice for 
his legal demands, I shall be satisfied. I would honour 
our Clergy.; — they deserve it. I would support that Church, 
which, '< contemplating pur common interest, our common ne- 
cessities, our common frailty, has provided us a ' form of sound 
words,^ with, which, in conformity with God^s appointment. 
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we may suitably and profitably surround His Throne, and 
* compass His altars,^ aright ;^^ and, ^< which God has owned, 
honoured, and dignified, with His favour, as the means which- 
He has made instrumental to the highest interests of His peo- 
pleJ*^' Which are ^'so many authentic testimonies against 
such of her Ministers^ as might be tempted to pervert the 
truth, as might be led to debase or alloy the purity of her ori- 
ginal constitution f ^ and which are calculated and intended, 
to ^< reprove oua natural selfishness, while they claim for 
< all meuj an interest in our prayers/* 

♦* What a different aspect would this parish present, were 
we all, as many <^ as profess and call ourselves Christians, led 
into the way of truth** — ^^< holding fast the form of sound 
words,** these public formularies of our faith and practice, 
** in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteousness 
of life** — mortifying the dispositiotis which our church re- 
proves — cherishing the Graces which our Church commends 
— glorifying the God, whom our church adores — honouring 
the Redeemer, whom our church commemorates and exalts — 
submitting to the Spirit, whom our church acknowledges and 
implores, **that by his holy inspiration, we may think those 
things that be good, and by his merciful guiding may perform 
the same.** Then with enlarged hearts, running the ways of 
God's commandments, in habitual love to God our Saviour, 
and each other, we should realize as it were the promise of the 
latter day, when, as it is foretold, <^ He will give us one heart 
and one way, that we may fear Him for ever.** — We should 
then all be filled, with ^^ universal Charity to man — emulating, 
as our church would have us to do, in disposition and princi- 
ple, the happier spirits of the just — living in Viear communion 
with the great Parent of Light, and Peace, and Love.** 

Then, — as in former and better days, there would be no 
need for the Jiock to fly from the presence of their Shep* 
herd; — to recognise him only. as. a ^^ Stranger ;** to seek 
protection from his ^^ unjust and illegal claims,** in the 
hands of Lawyers ; — to defend themselves against him, who 
^igaged to ^ foed the Sheep ;'*--and at the Altar, in the pre- 
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sence of God, the Bishop, and the People, promised to <* lay 
ASIDE THE STUDY OF THE WORLD,** to become, *^ a whoUsome 
example and pattern to the flock of Christ,'^'' to *< maintain and 
%et forwards^ as much as lieth in him, quietness, peace, and 
LOVE among all christian people, and especially among 
them that are committed to his charge.** 

Let us hope some Heavenly influence may interfere, and 
,prevent the evil which we dread, — the alienation of the 
People from the Clergy and the Church. 



Since this Pamphlet was put to press, many interesting^ 
circumstances have transpired : five Gentlemen have assumed 
the ofiSce of Mediators, between the Vicar and his Parishion- 
ers : they have proved unsuccessful in all their'attempts : and, 
although they informed the Central Committee the Vicar 
would agree to a certain proposal made by them, the result has 
proved they had no influence whatever with him ;— their ** la- 
bour of love*' has been lost ; they have felt the force of the 
following couplet ; 

'* Those who in quarrels interpose, 
Besenre to ha?e a bloody note/' 

« 

These gentlemen are pledged to publish an account of their 
proceedings ; as they very properly observed, — " It is necessary 
for the preservation of their respectability, that they should 
inform the world of the reasons, which induced them to appear 
before the Central Committee, with an assurance the Vijcar 
would agree to certain terms proposed by them.*' When they 
have acquainted the public with the nature of their authority, 
it will be known whether the Vicar has deceived them ; or, they 
have foolishly assumed an importance, which did not belong 
to them. 

An account of the proceedings, which have taken place, I 
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intend thorfly to publish, in a Sapplement, to which I shall 
add an Appendix, containing some remarks likely to be of 
serviceio every Clergyman, who is so anfortnnate as to hold 
a POOR living. 

I cannot however close my Book without relating the fol- 
lowing anecdote : — 

A* and B. are client and solicitor. C. and D. two par- 
ties who stand indebted to A. in the Imnaal sam of £800., 
which sum A. mast necessarily be at the trouble and ex- 
pense of collecting, from at least 20,000 persons, scattered 
over a parish as large as Halifax. C. is supposed to be rich ; ,^ ; 
D. is accounted poor. 

For some reason or other A. has taken it into his head that.^^^t 
C. and D., instead of owing him £800 a year, actually stand 
indebted to him in the enormous sum of £40,000 a year : h< 
has employed B. his solicitor, (in conjunction with several dear 
kind loving friends^) to coax and persuade C. and D. to ac- 
knowledge the debt ; and finding that plan wonH answer, h< 
permits them to threaten, abuse, and defame the parties ; still 
the naughty fellows, C. and D. will not yield; no, noi 
compound either. — In short, they set A. and his lawyer B« 
defiance. — They laughed at the contemptible efforts of A.*i 
darling Friends and Backers. What was to be done ? — A. is 
man of Character, of Principle, of Wealth, aye and of Famil; 
too ! — He is not to be deterred by the sneers of his neighbours 
Oh ! No !. Principle and duty are every thing with him ; am 
having made the demand, he is sure he cannot be wrong — H 
therefore resolves to bring C« and D. to bear ; and, being i 
a PET, he orders B. to fall foul on poor D. (who is behind wit-" —h 
the payment of part of his regular annuity). — The most ha: 
assing and vexatious proceedings are resorted to, until 
(^who was very civil at first,) begins to change countenanc>4^, 
uid look rather surly. — He does not strike. — No 2 No ! I&« 
knows better, — he turns his back on A. ; — and, — giving hina a 
sly look over the left shoulder, — ^just lifts his heel^ — and disco- 
vers in the Sole of his Clog — some strong heavy-headed NiilS 
•^ A. and B. look steadfastly at D., whilst he stands In this atti« 
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twde ; and althoiigh they bave by ilieir law proceedings nearly 
deprived D. of his upper clothing, they are sure he will not 
jpart with his Nails and Cloos, without giving one Kick* 
They dread its effect, and leave him almost naked to his fiite. 
— Then in the most charitable mood, and in the most canting 
manner, A. turns to C. he thus begins : — 

<^ Well ! Mr. C. yon know how very unpleasant it is to have 
"these disputes about money matters. I have determined to 
^ive up my claim against you and Mr. D. of the j(40,000 a 
^ear ; and finding, as I have done to my cost, that every pen- 
:iiy I grind from Mr. D. actually costs me one shilling in law, 
J have resolved to forgive him his debt altogethw, — poor fel- 
low — I pity him, and you know, I hate to oppress the poor* 
You acknowledge Mr. C. you owe me £40Q a year. Well ! 
310W, lUl tell you how I have determined to settle this affair. 
Instead of your paying me £400 a year as usual, as I have been 
so very kind to Mr. D., I shall insist on your paying me in 
future £1500 a year ; and, when I die or leave this part of the 
country, you shall bind yourself to pay my successor £1800 a 
year. And as I know people, (judging from my past conduct,) 
will be ill-natured enough to believe, I am not actuated by 
truly charitable motives in this affair, I will fee my lawyer B. 
pretty smartly, to puff me off in the newspapers, (as they do 
Warren^s Jet Blacking,) he shall neither stop at truth nor 
decency. And more than that, Mr. C, he shall misstate the 
sum I demand ; and, before you have time to give me an an- 
sweiy I will get him to put out a false statement, in order to 
get D. on my side, for i must tell you, Mr. C, I donH relish his 
threatened Kick.^^ 

What could Mr. C. say to all this ? Truly he had little to 
say ; but he was greatly astonished. He pitied the man, who 
could act thus. — He told A. he would not consent to his pro- 
posal, and left him to take what course he thought best. A. 
immediately claimed the £40,(X)0 a year from C. and D., and 
is about to set his Lawyer to recover it. — C. and D. are re- 
solved, ^^at all costs and all inconveniences ^'^^ to resist HIS 

UNJUST AND li.l.£(6UJ(. CLAIM. 

A A 
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<< And what, ^say yon,^ bag all this rigmarole tale to do with 
the Vicarial Tithes^ Halifax 9 Is it one o{ your facts, or one 
of your incidents f'' — ^* Perhaps both. — Have patience, When 
I meet yon again, — I'll tell yon all aboat W^ 

This last pitiOil, contemptible ishift of Mr. A«, to gain mob 
POPULARITY, by the Puffs of his solicitor, has <« disgusted'^ 
every man of common sense and sotrnd understanding. I 
would say to him, if he were here, <^ never fee a lawyer to 
puff you off by falsehood, as a charitable man. If you want 
to be respected, never oppress the poor, but betake 

YOURSELF TO ACTIVE DEEDS OF BENEVOLENCE AND CHARITY : 
— THEN ALL MAY YET BE WELL." 



P. K. HOLDEN, PRINTER, HALIFAX. 



ERRATA. 



Page is, 4th line from bottom, for, convioce, read, persuade. 
6, 11th „ top, for, Ten, read. Eleven. 
17,13th „ „ Township, read. Townships. 

21, 10th „ „ Barser, read, Barsar. 

27, 14th „ „ it inconveniences, read, at all inconveniences. 

43, 15th & 16th lines from bottom, the words in parenthesis ( } should have 

been printed in line 19 from bottom, in place of the long pause. 
48, I6th line from bottom, for, annonymous, read, anonymous. 
— , 14th „ „ took, read, take. 

50, 10th „ top, for, of Halifax, read, of the Farbh of Halifax* 
70, 13th „ bottom, for, would, read, could. 
— , 13th „ „ could, read, would. 

73, 13th „ „ they, read, some. 

— , 13th „ „ and some, read, the others. 

81, 2nd „ top, for, complaint, read, compliment. 
190, 8th & 9th lines from bottom, for, Vicar having, read, Vicar for 
having. 
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